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A  Forgotten  Chapter  of  His- 

Good  Advertising. 

For  all  connected  with  the  drug-trade  it  is  good  to  advertise 
in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  if  they  do 
business  with  retailers,  or  have  anything  to  sell  to  them 
through  wholesalers.  The  1898  Diary  is  in  preparation, 
and  we  are  rapidly  getting  it  ready  for  the  press.  Therefore, 
advertisers  should  not  delay  in  giving  our  Publisher  in- 
structions as  to  the  space  they  will  require.  It  is  good 
advertising,  because  the  Diary  is  used  every  day  in 
thousands  of  pharmacies  and  drug-warehouses  all  over  the 
world,  and  for  a  whole  year.  It  is  cheap  advertising,  be- 
cause this  daily  reminder  to  the  trade  costs  only  about  3d. 
per  day  when  a  page  advertisement  is  used.  It  is  effectual 
advertising,  because  advertisers  have  obtained  results  in  the 
past  from  the  Diary,  and  continue  to  advertise  in  it.  No 
house  should  fail  to  insert  an  announcement  of  their 
manufactures  and  specialities  in  The  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Diary  for  1893.  The  minimum  charge  is  4Z. 
per  page.  The  Publisher  will  send  a  complete  tariff  on 
application.    Address,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


The  Brussels  Exhibition  Awards  are  given  on  p.  652 
We  Describe  a  number  of  useful  novelties,  beginning  oti 
p.  665. 

"  Royal  Baking-powder  "  is  again  in  the  Irish  Cour  s 
(d.  646). 

Analysts  also  are  troubled  with  cutting.  See  the  notes 
on  p.  645. 

More  about  Acetylene  and  calcium  carbide  is  printed 
on  p.  645. 

We  Report  the  result  of  our  botanical  and  drug  verse 
competitions  on  p.  659. 

The  Edinburgh  Druggist's  Picnic  Case  has  been 
settled  out  of  court  (p.  647). 

A  Hull  Coroner's  Jury  considers  that  the  poison-label 
on  chlorodyne  is  inadequate  (p  644). 

A  suggestion  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  the  hospital 
stamps  by  chemists  is  made  on  p.  664. 

Dining,  singing,  and  smoking  have  been  strong  points 
with  chemists  this  past  week  (p.  667). 

The  Line  upon  which  local  chemists'  associations  may 
successfully  work  is  indicated  on  p.  632. 

The  Names  of  those  who  have  passed  the  Irish  Druggi  sts 
and  Licence  examinations  are  given  on  p.  643. 

Belfast  Chemists  and  Druggists  have  begun  actively 
to  prepare  for  the  B.P.C.  meeting  (p.  646). 

Professor  James  Walker,  of  Dundee,  is  to  open  the 
new  session  of  the  North  British  Branch  (p.  678). 

Squill  and  the  grass-gum  tree  of  Australia  are  in  flower 
at  Kew  just  now.    We  give  sketches  of  the  plants  on  p.  658. 

Two  Candidates  tried  for  the  vacant  naval  hospital 
dispensership  ;  both  failed.    The  questions  are  on  p.  657. 

A  Southampton  Chemist  has  been  supplying  Day's 
Southern  Drug  Company  with  P.A.T.A.  articles  (p.  645). 

An  English  Chemist  who  passed  the  Illinois  Board  of 
Pharmacy  examination  shows  what  a  comparatively  trivial 
thing  it  is  (p.  656). 

Professor  H.  E.  Armstrong  has  told  American  chemists 
of  a  new  wav  to  teach  chemistry.  They  say  it  is  not  prac- 
ticable (p.  651). 

The  portraits  of  Mr.  Victor  Horsley,  the  new  member 
of  Medical  Council,  and  Sir  Walter  Foster,  his  principal 
opponent,  are  printed  on  p.  664. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  has  ar- 
ranged for  a  series  of  evening  meetings  this  winter  (p.  646), 
the  first  beginning  on  Monday  (p.  678). 

Mr.  Walter  Hills  stated,  at  the  Sheffield  Association 
dinner,  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  are  in  favour  of  an 
intermediate  examination,  but  cannot  advance  without  trade 
support  (p.  667). 

Gregory's  Powder  made  with  mag.  carb.,  and  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre  are  the  adulteration  cases  reported  this  week  : 
both  were  dismissed,  the  P.L.  -850  spirit  once  more  being 
upheld  as  "  sweet  nitre  "  (p.  649j. 

The  Discussion  on  Beecham's  pills  is  continued  by  Mr. 
W.  Day,  who  states  that  he  gets  all  the  P.A.T.A.  articles;  and 
by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  who  shows  that  Dundee  and  South- 
ampton chemists  were  not  consulted  about  the  agreement. 
Other  correspondents  write  (p.  676). 

Three  Minor  Candidates  relate  their  experience  before 
the  Edinburgh  and  London  Boards  (p.  654).  In  this  con- 
nection we  comment  upon  the  heavy  failures  in  the  exami- 
nation, showing  that  the  failure5  have  increased  in  Edinburgh, 
from  50  to  67  per  cent,  during  'he  pest  five  years  (p.  660,). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to  the  trade 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Drug-contracts. 

Among  the  contracts  made  by  Boards  of  Guardians  are  the 
following : — 

Dartford,  Kent. — Messrs.  Baiss  Brothers  for  drugs  and 
druggists'  sundries;  the  Lawes  Chemical  Company  for  Lawes's 
disinfectirjg-fluid. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Anthony  has  been  appointed  chemist  and  drug- 
gist to  Bedford  B)ard  of  Guardians  for  the  next  half  year. 

Rye  (Sussex). — The  Guardians  have  divided  the  contract 
for  disinfectants  between  the  two  local  chemists,  Messrs. 
Plomley  &  Walters  and  Mr.  Horrell. 

The  Wolverhampton  Guardians  have  decided  that  the 
drugs  and  other  articles  supplied  to  the  Workhouse  shall  be 
analysed  by  the  borough  analyst  (Mr.  Jones). 

Poison  for  the  Miserable. 

Reuben  Weston  (45),  who  had  been  manager  and  traveller 
for.  the  Liverpool  Veterinary  and  Medical  Company,  Fox 
Street,  Liverpool,  committed  suicide  last  week  at  Chester, 
with  prussic  acid. 

A  respectable-looking  woman,  who  refused  her  name  and 
address,  took  a  bottle  from  her  pocket,  and  drank  the  contents 
in  Lord  Street,  Liverpool,  last  week,  and  was  afterwards  seen 
to  fall  in  the  street.  She  was  carried  into  the  shop  of  Messrs. 
Thompson  &  Capper,  where  she  was  forced  to  take  an  emetic. 
Afterwards  she  was  conveyed  to  the  Northern  Hospital,  but 
the  emetic  no  doubt  saved  her,  for  she  had  taken  a  large 
quantity  of  laudanum. 

Sporting  Intelligence. 

A  football  match  was  played  on  October  16,  at  Wormholt 
Farm,  Shepherd's  Bush,  between  teams  representing  the 
Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy  and  the  Pharmaceuticals. 
Throughout  the  first  half  the  teams  were  evenly  matched, 
neither  side  gaining  a  distinct  advantage  ;  but  in  the  latter 
half  the  Metropolitans  scored  twice,  and  the  game  ended  in 
a  win  for  the  Metropolitans  by  2  goals  to  nil. 

Respectable  Burglars. 

At  the  Cardiff  Quarter  Sessions,  on  Saturday,  two  respect- 
able young  men,  named  George  Beebee  and  Harry  Philpotts, 
were  dealt  with  under  the  First  Offenders  Act,  and  bound 
over  in  their  own  recognisances  to  come  up  for  judgment 
when  called  upon,  for  having  broken  into  the  shop  of  Mr. 
David  Anthcny,  chemist  and  druggist,  St.  Mary  Street,  and 
stolen  four  bottles  of  whisky  and  other  articles.  It  seems 
that  Mr.  Anthony  had  for  some  time  missed  spirits  and 
wines  from  his  shop,  and  early  one  Monday  morning  he 
concealed  himself  in  the  shop,  with  the  object  of  detecting 
the  offenders.  Shortly  afterwards  the  prisoners,  who  were 
in  the  employ  of  a  decorative  artist  who  occupied  the  ad- 
joining shop,  entered  the  premises ;  and,  whilst  they  were 
helping  themselves  to  the  spirits,  they  were  pounced  upon 
by  Mr.  Anthony  and  given  into  custody. 

The  Chlorodyne  Label. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  October  16,  at  Hull,  by  the  City 
Coroner  (Mr.  Alfred  J.  Thorney),  relative  to  the  death  of 
Walter  McMichan  (40),  of  Hawick,  N.B.,  who  had  been 
staying  with  an  aunt  at  Hull,  and  was  suffering  from 
nervousness.  He  was  found  in  a  comatose  state,  and  Dr.  J.  B. 
CI  >se  was  called  in,  and  remained  with  him  till  he  died,  an  hour 
a  id  a  half  later.  The  doctor  said  death  was  due  to  a  narcotic 
poison.    In  the  trousers  pockets  of  the  deceased  were  two 


bottles,  both  qnite  empty,  which  the  labels  showed  had  con- 
tained "  Chlorodyne."  They  together  would  contain  from  1§ 
to  2  oz.  There  was  sufficient  in  either  to  cause  death.  The 
label  "  Poison  "  required  by  the  Pharmacy  Act  was  so  small 
that  it  might  easily  be  passed  over  unnoticed.  A  Juror  r. 
A  man  might  take  that  and  not  think  he  was  doing  any- 
wrong.  Witness  :  Yes.  The  Coroner  :  You  think  the  label' 
is  not  sufficient  to  warn  the  public  ?  Witness :  It  is  totally- 
inadequate.  The  Coroner  :  Is  chlorodyne  used  as  a  sleeping- 
dranght  to  any  great  extent?  Witness:  I  believe  it  is.  It- 
usually  contains  morphia,  chloroform,  and  prussic  acid. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  misadventme.  The  Coroner- 
remarked  that  he  thought  it  was  a  quite  reasonable  verdict. 
It  was  unfair  under  the  circumstances  to  presume  an  inten- 
tion of  suicide.  The  jury  added  a  strong  expression  of 
opinion  that  the  label  "  Poison "  was  inadequate  and  mis- 
leading, and  further  suggested  that  a  distinctive  label  should^ 
be  made  compulsory. 

Fire. 

A  fire  broke  out  at  the  shop  of  Messrs.  Holme  &  Co., 
druggists,  Huddersfield  Road,  Oldham,  on  October  15.  The 
fire  was  in  the  cellar,  amongst  the  oils,  and  was  rapidly- 
spreading  when  the  brigade  arrived.  It  was  subdued  5n< 
about  twenty  minutes,  but  considerable  damage  was  done  to- 
stock  and  fixtures. 

Laboratory  Explosions. 

A  sad  accident  has  happened  at  a  boys'  school  at  Crewe. 
One  of  the  teachers  was  conducting  experiments  in  chemisiiry^ 
before  a  class,  when  the  vessel  holding  the  chemical  ex- 
ploded with  a  loud  report,  and  the  broken  glass  was  scattered! 
over  the  room.  Two  boys  were  struck  by  the  glass,  and  one 
seriously  injured.  It  is  feared  that  he  has  lost  the  sight  of 
one  of  his  eyes.    The  other  had  a  piece  of  glass  in  his  face. 

On  October  20  Thomas  Moore  Hickman,  and  Frederick 
Charles  Hickman,  grown-up  sons  of  Mr.  T.  H.  Hickmaxi, 
manufacturing  chemist,  of  Wolverhampton,  were  conducting- 
experiments  in  a  laboratory  near  their  father's  house,  when  a 
charged  cylinder  exploded  with  a  loud  report.  The  labora- 
tory was  completely  wrecked  and  the  two  young  men  were 
severely  bruised  and  burned.  A  fire  also  broke  out  on  the- 
premises,  which  the  fire  brigade  extinguished. 

The  Alleged  Theft  of  Munyon's  Medicines. 

The  men  charged  with  stealing  and  receiving  690  bottles 
of  Munyon's  medicines,  and  27  empty  cases,  worth  together 
42£,  were  on  Saturday  last  committed  for  trial  from  Marl- 
borough Street  Police  Court. 

Fatal  Drink  of  Iodine. 

A  boy  named  William  George,  son  of  Mr.  Thomas  George,, 
of  Bury  Park,  Luton,  died  on  October  15,  under  the  following- 
circumstances.  The  mother  of  the  deceased  is  suffering 
from  a  bad  leg,  and  for  the  purpose  of  painting  it  iodine  was; 
kept  in  the  house.  The  boy  got  hold  of  the  bottle  and  died 
shortly  after  drinking  a  portion  of  its  contents. 

Chemicals  for  the  L.O.C. 

The  London  County  Council,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Main  Drainage  Committee,  have  accepted  the  tender  of 
Messrs.  Tolhurst  &  Co.,  Northfleet,  for  11,500  tons  of  lime 
for  sewage-treatment  at  lis.  9d.  per  ton,  delivered  in  barges- 
at  Crossness  and  Barking  outfalls.  The  prices  of  the  tenders 
varied  from  lis.  9d.  to  20s.  per  ton.  The  same  committee 
recommend  that  the  tender  of  Mr.  D.  Matthews,  of  Swan- 
sea, for  2,500  tons  of  ferrous  sulphate  at  22s.  per  ton,  be- 
accepted.  There  were  eleven  tenders,  in  which  the  price- 
vaiied  from  21s.  to  32s.  per  ton. 

Wine  Licences 

have  been  granted  to  Mr.  F.  J.  Wilmer,  chemist,  8  Market 
Strand,  Falmouth,  and  to  Mr.  J.  A.  Haynes,  Holdenhurst. 
Road,  Springbourne,  Bournemouth. 

The  Alleged  Theft  of  Drugs  in  Liverpool. 

Edward  Ellison  (34),  charged  with  having  stolen  from- 
Messrs.  Lees  &  Johnston,  wholesale  druggists,  6  Whitechapel, 
drugs  to  the  value  of  4£.  17s.,  and  James  Davidson  (43), 
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managing  director  of  the  Liverpool  Drug  Stores  (Limited). 
76  London  Road,  charged  with  having  feloniously  received 
the  same,  as  already  reported,  were  on  Tuesday  committed  to 
the  sessions  for  trial,  bail  being  allowed.  Both  prisoners  re- 
served their  defence. 

Analysts'  Fees. 
At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Cornwall  General  Purposes 
Committee,  a  communication  was  received  from  the  Bodmin 
District  Council  protesting  against  the  charge  of  one  guinea 
for  the  analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  by  the  analyst.  It  was 
urged  that  if  the  charge  was  lowered  a  much  greater  number 
of  samples  would  be  submitted.  Mr.  Webber,  a  member  of 
the  committee,  stated  that  a  man  of  repute  would  not  make 
an  analysis  for  less  than  one  guinea.  The  committee  took 
the  same  view,  and  decided  to  make  no  alteration  in  the  fee 
charged. 

The  question  of  analysts'  fees  was  also  raised  at  the 
quarterly  meeting  of  the  Herefordshire  County  Council  on 
Saturday.  It  was  stated  that  the  Clerk  had  written  to  the 
county  analyst  asking  him  whether  he  would  undertake  the 
analysis  of  water  for  the  purpose  of  testing  whether  it  was 
fit  for  domestic  use  for  the  fee  of  one  guinea.  The  analyst 
(Mr.  E.  W.  Voelcker)  replied,  "You  will  bear  in  mind  that 
while  my  ordinary  professional  fee  for  an  analysis  of  water 
is  three  guineas,  I  have  already  given  a  concession  to  persons 
resident  in  the  county  who  submit  samples  of  water  to  me  in 
my  capacity  of  county  analyst  by  charging  them  two  guineas 
only."  In  the  course  of  other  remarks  Mr.  Voelcker  stated 
that  water-analysis  was  necessarily  more  than  a  mere  matter 
of  the  determination  of  one  or  more  constituents.  Taking  all 
points  into  account  he  regretted  that  he  could  not  see  his 
way  to  comply  with  the  committee's  request.  Sir  Richard 
Harington  thought  21.  2s.  very  moderate  for  a  quantitative 
analysis.  Mr.  Corner  said  he  had  sent  water  for  analysis  to 
Mr.  Bostock  Hill,  of  Birmingham,  and  had  always  paid  one 
guinea.  More  than  that  sum  had  never  been  demanded.  Sir 
Richard  Harington  mentioned  that  he  had  had  similar 
analyses  from  the  Worcester  county  analyst  for  one  guinea. 

Poisoned  by  "Weed-killer. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Devizes  last  week  on  the  body  of 
Mr.  John  Wilshin,  aged  57,  formerly  manager  of  the  Capital 
and  Counties  Bank  at  Devizes,  and  recently  an  inmate  of  a 
private  asylum.  Mr.  Wilshin  draDk  a  quantity  of  "Acme" 
weed-killer,  and  died  in  about  three  hours.  It  was  clear  that 
he  committed  suicide  while  in  an  unsound  state  of  mind. 

A  Chemist  as  a  Life-saver. 

At  the  Victoria  Baths,  Southport,  a  competition  took  place 
last  Saturday,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Southport  Swimming 
Club,  for  the  life-saving  championship  and  a  challenge  cup 
presented  by  Messrs.  Newball  &  Mason,  of  Nottingham. 
Mr.  H.  E.  Lang  (Liverpool)  and  Dr.  Melville  (Southport) 
were  the  judges.  Four  competitors  were  examined  in 
practical  methods  of  rescuing  a  drowning  person,  all  with 
clothes  on,  and  afterwards  in  the  method  of  treating  an 
apparently  drowned  person.  The  maximum  number  of 
points  was  30.  Mr.  S.  J.  Elliott,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Ashley  Road,  Southport,  was  the  winner  with  28^  points. 
Mr.  Elliott  having  won  last  year,  the  cup  now  becomes  his 
property. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association's  Cinderellas. 

The  third  series  of  Cinderella  dances  will  be  held  at  the 
Dorset  Hall  of  the  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  W..  on  the 
Thursdays,  November  18,  1897,  and  February  3  and 
March  24-,  1898.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the 
Portman  Rooms  Company  to  supply  refreshments,  and  the 
prices  of  tickets  will  cover  the  cost  of  these  as  well  as  the 
dance — viz.,  double  (lady  and  gentleman  for  one  dance), 
patrons  and  members,  9s. ;  non-members,  10s.  Tickets  can 
be  obtained  from  Messrs.  F.  Cooper,  48  Baker  Street,  W., 
and  H.  H.  Robins,  59  Capel  Road,  Forest  Gate,  E.,  Hon. 
Secretaries,  or  from  any  members  of  the  committee ;  and 
from  Messrs.  C.  W.  Martin,  98  Camberwell  New  Road,  S.E., 
and  A.  H.  Solomon,  75  Holland  Road,  Kensington,  W. 

The  P.A.T.A.  on  its  Mettle. 

On  Tuesday,  October  19,  the  Secretary  of  the  P.A.T.A.  had 
occasion  to  visit  Southampton  in  connection  with  tracing,  to 


a  Southampton  chemist,  protected  articles  sold  by  Messrs. Day 
A  meeting  of  the  trade,  hurriedly  called  together,  was  held 
at  Scullard's  Hotel  in  the  evening,  when  there  .were  present 
Mr.  H.  Wilson,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.  (Messrs.  Randall  &  Sod),  who 
took  the  chair,  and  seme  half  a  dozen  other  prominent  local 
chemists.  The  question  of  preventing  supplies  1  icing  obtained 
by  cutting  firms  through  chemists  in  their  districts  was 
thoroughly  discussed,  and  the  following  resolution  was 
unanimously  agreed : — 

That  in  cases  where  articles  sold  by  firms  on  the  prohibited 
list  are  traced  to  any  firm,  supplies  be  withheld  from  that 
firm  pending  their  signing  an  undertaking  with  the  in- 
individual  proprietors  that  they  will  only  sell  their  articles 
in  strictly  retail  quantities,  over  their  own  counter,  at  not 
less  than  minimum  prices. 

The  recent  letter  which  appeared  in  the  trade  Press  from 
Mr.  Beecham  stating  that  the  trade  in  S  uthampton  had 
mutually  agreed  as  to  prices  at  which  his  pills  should  be 
retailed,  was  discussed,  and  it  was  stated  that  the  chemists 
who  had  been  seen  during  the  day  knew  nothing  about 
the  proposed  arrangements,  and  were  thoroughly  dissatisfied 
with  the  prices  fixed.  The  following  resolution  in  connection 
with  this  matter  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Wilson 
was  appointed  as  the  local  secretary  for  the  P.A.T.A.  in  the 
district. 

Resolution  referred  to  :  — 

That  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Beecham  in  the  trade  Press  is  inaccurate  and  misleading 
to  the  trade,  inasmuch  as  no  chemist  in  Southampton, 
"  except  the  firm  mentioned,"  was  consulted  as  to  the 
minimum  selling-prices,  and  further  considers  that  in 
the  interest  of  all  patent-medicine  vendors  it  is  ad- 
visable that  his  articles  be  put  on  the  P.A.T.A.  List,  and 
moves  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  Mr._ 
Beecham. 

The  Storage  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  and  Petroleum. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on  Tuesday 
it  was  reported  that  140  licences  had  been  granted  under 
the  Petroleum  Acts,  including  one  for  the  keeping  of  carbide 
of  calcium,  subject  to  stringent  conditions  for  ensuring 
safety.  Three  applications  from  hairdressers  for  liceuces 
to  keep  petroleum  had  been  refused. 

A  National  Chamber  of  Trade. 

A  draft  set  of  rules  constituting  the  proposed  National 
Chamber  of  Trade,  the  organisation  of  which  we  have  occa- 
sionally mentioned,  has  been  printed,  and  may  be  obtained 
by  application  to  Mr.  S.  T.  Nicholson,  Secretary  pro  tern., 
1  Posterngate  Hall.  The  idea  is  to  federate  a  large  number 
of  local  associations  of  retail  traders. 

Acetylene. 

The  notification  declaring  acetylene,  when  liquid,  or  when 
subject  to  a  certain  atmospheric  pressure,  and  when  not 
specially  exempted  by  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to 
be  an  explosive  within  the  meaning  of  the  Explosives  Act, 
1875,  and  prohibiting  its  being  manufactured,  imported^ 
kept,  conveyed  or  sold,  appears  in  last  Tuesday's  Gazette. 

Who  Claims  ? 

At  various  points  of  the  beach  between  Brighton  and 
Lancing,  a  number  of  cases,  and  a  life-buoy  had  been  washed 
up,  and  handed  to  the  Receiver  of  Wrecks.  The  life-buoy 
belongs  to  H.M.S.  Daring,  but  there  is  no  evidence  as  to 
what  vessel  the  cases  are  from.  There  are  a  dozen  cases  in 
all,  containing  medical  stores,  such  as  chloroform,  ether, 
ammonia,  and  carbolic  acid.  They  were  addressed  to  "The 
Dispenser  of  the  Royal  Naval  Hospital,  Hong-Kong,"  on 
H.M.S.    The  chemicals  are  not  damaged. 

Worthless  Cheques. 

At  the  Cheshire  Quarter  Sessions,  Knutsford,  on  Tuesday- 
last,  Samuel  James  Farnsworth,  described  as  an  engineer, 
aged  60,  was  found  guilty  on  a  charge  of  obtaining  money 
and  goods  from  certain  Stockport  persons.  The  prisoner 
had  opened  an  account  with  the  Sheffield  and  Hallamshire- 
Bank,  and  a  few  months  afterwards  when  there  was  or.lv- 
10s.  6:1.  to  his  credit,  he  drew  and  paid  numerous  cheques. 
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He  was  carrying  on  business  as  the  Carbolic  Liquor  Company. 
He  was  sent  to  gaol  for  twelve  months,  with  hard  labour. 

The  Charges  against  a  Bedford  "  Doctor.'' 

At  the  Sussex  Quarter  Sessions,  Henry  Eowland  Berkley, 
aged  71,  described  as  an  analytical  chemist,  late  of  Bedford, 
was  indicted  for  obtaining  money  and  credit  by  means  of 
false  pretences,  at  Eastbourne.  The  principal  charge  was 
that  of  having  obtained  credit  for  the  educational  fees  of 
his  son,  by  represent;ng  that  he  was  a  medical  man,  and 
that  money  was  no  object  to  him.  From  his  own  statement 
before  the  Magistrates,  it  appeared  that  the  only  ground  he 
had  for  styling  himself  "Dr.,"  was  that  he  had  invented  or 
thought  he  had  invented  a  patent  kind  of  varnish.  He  was 
found  guilty,  but  considering  his  age,  and  the  fact  that  he 
had  been  in  prison  three  months,  he  was  sentenced  to  one 
day's  imprisonment  only. 

For  Stricken  Maidstone. 

The  Sanitas  Company  (Limited)  have  sent  to  the  Belief 
Committee  at  Maidstone  200  bottles  of  Sanitas  Disinfecting- 
fjuid,  and  200  bottles  of  Sanitas  Crude  Disinfecting-fluid, 
and  with  each  bottle  they  give  a  copy  of  their  copyright 
book  entitled  "  How  to  Disinfect." 


Local  newspapers  con'ainlng  marked  items  of  neves  Interesting  to  the  trait 
are  always  welcomed,  by  the  Editor. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

Registered  Druggists'  Examinations. — The  following  have 
passed: — J. .  Craig,  D.  C.  Loughlin,  J.  J.  McClean,  J. 
McKnight,  W.  K.  P.  McNeight,  W.  B.  H.  Orr,  and  B.  Bamsay. 
Four  candidates  were  rejected. 

Pharmaceutical  Licence  Examination.- — The  following 
have  passed  : — J.  S.  Ashe,  J.  C.  P.  O'Farrell,  Ada  S.  Wyatt, 
W.  Gray,  P.  J.  Daane,  and  W.  J.  Thompson.  Nine  candidates 
have  been  rejected. 

The  evening  meetings  of  the  Society,  for  the  discussion  of 
scientific  subjects,  will  be  held  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  during  the  session  on  the  second  and  last  Monday 
evenings  of  each  month.  Interesting  lectures  have  been 
■arranged  for  November  8  and  29,  December  13,  January  10 
and  31,  February  14  and  28,  March  14  and  28,  April  11 
and  25. 

The  Belfast  Meeting  of  the  B.P.C. 

The  Ulster  General  Beception  Committee  had  a  meeting 
on  October  9,  at  which  Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Payne,  J.P.,  presided.  A 
letter  was  read  from  the  Hon.  Secretaries  of  the  Conference 
asking  the  committee  to  submit  a  date  that  would  suit  them 
for  holding  the  Conference  in  Belfast  next  year.  An  early 
date  in  August,  1898,  was  agreed  on.  The  following 
executive  committee,  consisting  of  ten  pharmacists  and  ten 
chemists  and  druggists,  was  then  appointed  : — 

Mr.  Thos.  Green  (Messrs.  Grat-  I        Sir  J.  Haslett,  M.P. 

tan  &  Co.)  Mr.  T.  MeMullan,  jun. 

Mr.  J.  Montgomery  Mr.  J.  Watson 

Mr.  J.  Tate  Mr.  S.  Clothworthy 

Dr.  Tweedie  Mr.  K.  Campbell 

Dr.  Fielden  Mr.  S.  Acheson 

Mr.  D.  W.  Elliott  Mr.  W.  J.  Gibson 

Mr.  James  Guiler  Mr.  J.  Bichardson 

Mr.  T.  N.  Moft'att  Mr.  W.  Jameson 

Mr.  P.  J.  Lyons  Mr.  J.  H.  Shaw 

Mr.  G.  Waugh 

together  with  the  Hon.  Local  Secretaries  and  Hon.  Treasurer, 
and  Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Payne,  J.P.,  as  Chairman.  It  was  announced 
that  the  guarantee  fund  was  closed  on  the  amount  required. 

Exhibition  of  Druggists'  Sundries. 

Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders,  of  Liverpool,  are  at  present 
exhibiting  at  the  Central  Hotel,  Dublin,  a  choice  collection 


of  samples  of  druggists'  sundries.  The  exhibit  is  under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  T.  White,  and  comprises  a  number  of  very 
handsomely-designed  ornamental  show-jars  and  window- 
carboys  ;  a  large  variety  of  cut-glass  and  silver-topped 
vinaigrettes  and  fancy  scent-bottles ;  the  perfumery  speciali- 
ties of  Messrs.  Henri  Freres  and  of  Messrs.  Delvoix,  of  Paris  ; 
together  with  the  eau  de  Cologne  put  up  by  Messrs.  Ayrton 
&  Saunders  in  2,  4,  and  8  oz.  bottles.  There  is  an  assortment 
of  Christmas  novelties,  including  the  popular  floral  sachets 
lately  noticed  in  this  journal ;  there  are  rattles  and  soothers 
for  babies,  as  well  as  all  sorts  of  feeding-bottles  ;  elastic 
hosiery,  dispensing  appliances,  surgical  instruments,  brushes, 
and  many  other  goods  suitable  for  the  drug  and  allied  trades. 
The  premises  in  the  Central  Hotel  are  spacious,  and  the 
goods  are  well  set  out,  and  Mr.  White  and  his  assistant  are 
kept  busy  from  9  in  the  morning  to  close  on  11  o'clock  at 
night  receiving  visitors.  The  show  will  remain  open  until 
about  October  26,  and  we  understand  that  the  samples  will 
then  be  moved  on  to  Limerick,  and  afterwards  to  Belfast. 

Union  Contracts. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Began,  Tralee,  has  been  appointed  contractor 
for  medicines,  &c,  to  the  Tralee  Union. 

Messrs.  Adamson  &  Co.,  Enniskillen,  have  the  contract  for 
that  Union ;  Messrs.  Harding  have  the  contract  for  the 
Clonakilty  Union ;  and  Messrs.  Leslie,  of  Dublin,  have 
secured  the  Mill  Street  contract. 

The  Rival  Royal  Baking-powders. 

The  Boyal  Baking-powder  Company  (the  American  firm) 
have  re-opened  their  campaign  in  the  High  Court,  Dublin, 
by  applying  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  Messrs.  Young,  of 
Belfast,  from  selling  baking-powder  not  the  goods  of  the 
plaintiffs  with  the  word  "  Boyal  "  as  part  of  the  title.  The 
action  is  directed  against  Messrs.  Wright,  Crossley  &  Co.,  of 
Lirerpool,  who,  it  was  said,  had  sent  large  quantities  of  their 
baking-powder  to  Mr.  Young,  the  defendant,  who  put  it  into 
tins  and  labelled  it  "  Boyal  Baking-powder."  When  the 
plaintiff  company  heard  of  this  the  writ  was  issued,  where- 
upon Mr.  Young  gave  an  undertaking  not  to  use  the  word 
"  Boyal,"  but  he  would  not  admit  the  plaintiffs'  right  to  the 
title.  The  plaintiffs,  it  may  be  reaiembered,  were  some 
time  since  fined  for  using  a  false  trade  description — namely, 
that  the  word  "  Boyal "  was  registered,  implying  that  it  was 
registered  in  England,  whereas  it  was  only  registered  in 
America.    The  action  stands  over. 

Personal. 

Sir  George  Duffy,  Government  visitor  to  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Soeiety's  examinations,  has  been  re-elected  President 
of  the  Boyal  College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland. 

The  election  of  Mr.  James  Tate,  M.P.S.I..  as  a  director  of 
Olley  &  Co.  (Limited),  Belfast,  was  mentioned  last  week. 
It  should  have  been  stated  that  he  was  "re-elected,"  as  he 
has  been  a  director  since  the  formation  of  the  company,  and 
was  chairman  for  some  years. 

On  Saturday  evening  last,  a  number  of  the  friends  of  Mr. 
W.  Savage,  of  Butler's  Medical  Hall,  Dublin,  assembled  to 
give  him  a  hearty  send-off  on  the  occasion  of  his  departure 
for  South  Africa.  Mr.  P.  J.  Hogan,  M.A.,  F.B.U.I.,  presided, 
and  Mr.  Savage  was  presented  with  a  purse  of  sovereigns. 

Dr.  Ninian  Falkiner,  examiner  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland,  has  been  appointed  examiner  in  materia 
medica  and  pharmacy  under  the  Conjoint  Examination 
scheme.  Dr.  Falkiner  is  an  ex-pharmacist,  and  was  once  in 
Messrs.  Hamilton,  Long  &  Co.'s  State  Pharmacy,  Dublin. 

Place  aux  Dames. 
Miss  Ada  Wyatt  has  passed  her  examination  as  a  pharma- 
cutical  chemist,  being  the  first  lady  L.P.S.I.  in  Hibernia. 
She  took  third  place  at  the  last  examination  out  of  seventeen 
candidates.  She  served  her  apprenticeship  in  one  of  the 
leading  pharmacies  in  Dublin. 

A  Big  Drink. 

Sanitas  got  a  free  advertisement  last  week  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Waterford  District  Lunatic  Asylum.  Dr.  Atkin,  in 
reply  to  the  Chairman's  comments  on  the  expenditure  for 
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the  purchase  of  disinfectants,  said  that  sanitas  was  abso- 
lutely necessary.  It  had  the  advantage  of  being  non- 
poisonous,  as  he  had  known  one  of  the  patients  to  drink 
nearly  a  quart  of  it  without  injury  to  his  internal  economy. 


local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to  the  trad* 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Curious  Water  at  Kelso. 

Kelso  people  are  in  trouble  about  their  water-supply,  for 
after  asking  the  opinions  of  various  scientific  authorities 
about  the  Pipewcll  water,  they  "  dunno  where  they  are." 
Dr.  J.  C.  Thresh,  of  Chelmsford,  has  reported  that  the  water 
contains  nitrates,  but  says  that,  as  the  nitrates  are  thoroughly 
oxidised;  the  water  is  quite  suitable  for  domestic  use.  On 
the  other  hand,  Mr.  Ivison  Macadam,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr. 
Martin  Dechan,  F.C.S.,  Hawick,  unhesitatingly  condemn 
the  water  as  being  derived  from  an  area  of  highly-cultivated 
land.  We  hear  that  feeling  is  running  very  high  on  the 
subject,  but  is  expected  to  be  thoroughly  threshed  out  at 
the  approaching  elections. 

The  Picnic  Affair. 

The  lawsuit  referred  to  in  last  week's  Scotch  News  as 
arising  from  the  Edinburgh  chemists'  picnic  is  off.  The 
matter  happened  in  this  way.  When  the  party  reached 
Tibbie  Shiel's  Cottage,  St.  Mary's  Loch,  they  had  a  two- 
hours'  ramble ;  then  they  returned  to  the  brakes,  but  four 
of  the  party  found  that  the  brake  which  they  had  come  in 
was  full.  One  of  the  four,  who  for  convenience  we  may  call 
Mr.  X,  demanded  the  four  seats,  and  was  offered  four  in 
another  brake,  as  seats  in  any  particular  machine  could  not 
be  guaranteed.  These  were  refused,  and  Mr.  X  declared 
that  he  would  hire  a  drag,  and  charge  the  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation with  the  hire.  He  and  his  friends  enjoyed  their 
individual  drive  to  Selkirk,  and  in  due  course  the  Secretary 
of  the  Association  (Mr.  C.  F.  Henry)  received  the  bill  for 
the  hire,  and  declined  to  pay  it.  Thereupon  Mr.  X  wrote  a 
stiff  letter  to  Mr.  Henry,  which  the  latter  thought  necessary 
to  lay  before  his  committee,  who  regarded  it  so  seriously 
that  they  instructed  him  to  take  legal  advice.  This  was 
done,  and  the  solicitor  demanded  an  apology  from  Mr.  X. 
Upon  this  correspondence  has  been  going  on  for  some  time, 
and  it  culminated  a  fortnight  since  in  an  action  for  slander 
being  "  boxed  "  at  the  Court  of  Session  ;  but  Mr.  X  has  pre- 
vented it  going 'further  by  apologising,  subscribing  two 
guineas  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Fund,  and  paying 
the  legal  expenses. 

Dr.  Stockman's  Installation. 

On  Thursday,  October  14,  Dr.  Kalph  Stockman,  F.K.S.E., 
was  formally  installed  as  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics  in  the  University  of  Glasgow.  Principal  Caird 
introduced  the  young  professor  in  some  kindly  sentences, 
and  he  was  followed  by  Professor  Gairdner,  who  assured  the 
large  audience  that  Dr.  Stockman  was  not  made  in  Germany, 
but  was  born  in  Leith.  Thereafter  Dr.  Stockman  gave  his 
inaugural  address,  in  which  he  dealt  with  the  history  of 
therapeutics  and  the  rise  of  pharmacology.  In  the  course 
of  the  address  he  said  that  pharmacology  is  not  merely 
content  to  deal  with  the  action  of  known  drugs,  but  has 
struck  out  into  what  promises  to  be  another  fruitful  field  of 
inquiry — namely,  the  discovery  of  new  drugs,  and  the  value 
and  extent  of  their  usefulness.  He  considered  it  impossible 
for  the  average  physician  to  keep  himself  thoroughly  well 
abreast  of  what  is  going  on.  The  large  increase  in  drugs 
and  therapeutic  agents  is  becoming  burdensome,  even  for 
the  expert.  In  addition  to  that,  most  of  the  physicians  of 
the  present  day  have  been  trained  as  pathologists,  and  not 
as  therapeutists.    Therapeutics  requires  a  special  training  of 


its  own,  with  a  knowledge  of  chemistry,  physiology,  patho- 
logy, and  clinical  medicine,  not  to  mention  botany  and 
natural  history.  It  is  essential  that  the  teacher  of  thera- 
peutics should  be  in  active  practice,  and  should  have 
hospital  facilities  for  teaching,  as  it  is  only  in  this  way 
he  can  be  in  sympathy  with  the  aims  and  requirements  of 
future  practitioners.  The  address  was  highly  appreciated 
by  the  students  and  medical  men  present,  and  the  general 
feeling  was  that  Dr.  Stockman  had  begun  his  duties  well. 

"  Madame  Graham.'' 

Minnie  Graham,  who  was  associated  with  the  "black 
doctor  "  in  the  Svn  case  of  alleged  illegal  practice,  and 
which  led  to  the  removal  of  the  doctor's  name  from  the 
Medical  Register,  is  now  under  arrest  in  Edinburgh  charged 
with  attempting  to  procure  abortion  by  instruments  and 
other  means. 


jfrencb  Iflews. 

{From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Metals  Associated  with  Native  Coffee.— M.  Schlag- 
denhauffen,  director  of  the  Nancy  School  of  Pharmacy,  has 
submitted  to  the  Paris  Academy  of  Sciences  a  report  of  a 
long  series  of  experiments  he  has  made  with  copper.  Many 
of  his  observations  are  new.  First,  he  has  found  that 
smelted  copper  yields  distinct  traces  of  both  arsenic  and 
antimony.  What  is  notable  is  that  these  foreign  metals  are 
found  in  the  copper,  not  as  alloys,  but  in  the  form  of  soluble 
oxidised  combinations.  In  another  sample  he  detected 
selenium,  and  in  Chilian  copper  he  found  sulphide  of  lead. 

Paeis  Commeecial  Institute.— The  Paris  Chamber  of 
Commerce  is  about  to  establish  an  '•  Office  Publique  de  Ren- 
seignements  Commerciaux."  the  object  of  which  will  be  to 
afford  information  on  industrial  and  commercial  matters. 
To  the  building  which  they  already  possess  for  this  purpose 
is  now  to  be  added  an  annexe,  in  which,  besides  the  library 
and  rooms  for  the  Consuls,  offices  are  to  be  established 
where  the  commercial  world  may  obtain  the  fullest  in- 
formation as  to  shipping,  railways,  freight,  exchange,  and 
finance,  Customs  tariff,  the  markets  and  centres  of  production 
of  the  various  commodities,  &c. 

A  Serious  Rival. — An  interesting  story  reaches  Paris 
from  Lens,  which  may  be  summarised  as  follows : — 
"Dr.  Lequette,  the  director  of  the  hospital  at  Lens,  decided 
that  hypnotism  should  be  tried  on  two  women  patients  as  a 
mode  of  treatment.  An  apparatus  for  producing  the  mag- 
netic sleep  was  purchased,  the  two  patients  were  duly 
hypnotised,  the  doctor  ordered  them  to  be  cured  in  thirty 
days,  and  within  a  month  they  left  the  hospital  in  perfect 
health."  Full  details  are  not  given  ;  but  what  will  become 
of  pharmacy  and  "  specialities "  if  hypnotism  becomes  a 
fashion  amongst  the  doctors  of  Lens  1 

The  Medical  and  Phaemaceutical  Union  of  Mutual 
Help  Societies  of  the  Seine  seeks  to  obtain,  by  combination, 
medical  and  pharmaceutical  aid  for  the  members  of  the 
associated  societies  on  the  lowest  possible  terms.  Some 
sixty  associations  now  belong  to  the  combination,  and  they 
have  a  choice  of  about  one  hundred  doctors  and  one  hundred 
and  forty  pharmacists  in  and  around  Paris.  The  Union 
has  recently  held  a  meeting  in  Paris,  over  which  M.  Ch. 
Rogez,  who  is  connected  with  a  similar  union  in  the  North 
of  France,  comprising  eighty  societies,  presided.  The 
finances  of  the  Union  appear  to  be  satisfactory,  and  the 
assistance  given  both  by  the  doctors  and  the  pharmacists 
was  spoken  of  as  "  very  disinterested."  Medals  and  diplomas 
of  honour  were  awarded  to  ten  of  the  former  who  were  con- 
sidered the  "  most  meritorous." 

The  Affaibs  op  the  School  of  Medicine. — State- 
ments have  been  made  on  some  authority  that  a  professor  of 
the  Paris  School  of  Medicine,  who  has  had  temporary  charge 
of  the  natural  history  laboratory  and  collections  during  the 
past  two  years,  bad  stolen  a  quantity  of  scientific  instru- 
ments, valuable  drugs,  &c.  "  Kleptomania,"  the  more  mode- 
rate newspapers  called  it,  but  Professor  Brouardel,  the 
director  of  the  School,  says  he  thinks  it  is  all  a  mistake,  and 
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declares  that  the  young  professor  in  question,  Dr.  F.  Heim, 
has  his  entire  confidence.  Dr.  Heim  himself  seems  to  be 
somewhat  indifferent  to  the  allegations  on  his  honour,  for 
M.  Brouardel  mentions  that  he  has  asked  him  three  times 
since  July  to  be  present  to  assist  in  checking  the  inventory 
of  the  laboratory  apparatus  and  the  collections.  As  he  did 
not  come  on  the  third  appeal,  the  work  was  done  by  the 
professor  who  is  to  take  his  place,  and  about  2bl.  worth  of 
things  were  missing.  [Writing  on  October  20,  our  corre- 
spondent adds  : — ''  Dr.  Heim  has  now  returned  to  Paris  and 
has  addressed  a  letter  to  the  newspapers  protesting  against 
what  he  terms  1  certain  hatreds  that  have  been  watching 
him  for  a  long  time.'  He  denies  the  allegations  that  have 
been  brought  against  him,  and  says  the  matter  will  be 
cleared  up  satisfactorily."] 

Last-cextury  Pharmacy.—  In  going  through  some  of 
the  manuscripts  at  the  French  National  Library,  M.  G.  de 
Dubor  has  come  across  an  interesting  document,  showing  the 
drugs  and  medicines  supplied  day  by  day  to  H.R.H.  the 
Prince  de  Conde  (son  of  the  famous  Prince  of  that  name)  by 
Biet,  chief  apothecary  to  the  King.  M.  Dubor  has  published 
a  description  of  the  document  in  the  Nouvelle  Revue.  The 
manuscript  in  question  contains  also  the  apothecary's  notes, 
which  appear  to  have  been  made  on  compounding  the 
doctor's  prescriptions.  The  illness  of  the  royal  patient 
lasted  from  September,  1708,  to  March,  1709.  On  October  22, 
1708,  he  was  prescribed  "  two  bottles  of  tisane  (decoction), 
made  with  rice,  root  of  naarshmallow,  and  sugar-candy, 
according  to  the  recipe  of  MM.  Finot,  Chauvin,  and  Morel." 
The  apothecary's  remarks  are  that  "  rice  is  alleviating,  and 
moderates  the  course  of  the  stomach.  Marshmallow  is  good 
for  a  cough,  and  for  acridity  of  the  chest  and  intestines." 
On  November  2,  1708.  the  prescription  is:  "Four  bottles  of 
tisane  of  stags'  horns"  (it  is  now  proposed  to  remove  stags' 
horns  from  the  French  Codex),  "  add  conchgrass  to  it.  Also 
a  pint  of  tisane,  made  with  quinces,  sugar-candy,  and  cinna- 
mon. Prescribed  by  M.  Helvetius."  The  note  says  :  "  Good 
for  strengthening  the  stomach,  and.  'rejoices  the  heart.' 
Cinnamon  is  good  for  awakening  languishing  spirits."  Under 
date  December  8  the  following  is  found: — "A  pot  of 
cordial  and  astringent  opiate,  composed  of  gum  arabic,  pre- 
pared red  coral,  dragon's-blood,  prepared  hematite  stone, 
dried  barilla-root,  and  syrup  of  '  diaquod,'  according  to  the 
prescription  of  MM.  les  Medecins."  The  apothecary  adds : 
"  Good  as  a  strengthening  medicine,  for  arresting  blood- 
spitting,  diarrhoea,  and  sending  to  sleep."  This  sort  of  thing 
went  on  almost  daily,  and,  as  a  conscientious  apothecary,  M. 
Biet  made  his  notes  faithfully  until,  on  March  15,  1709,  he 
wrote :  "  Repeated  clyster,  with  oil  of  egg.  Repeated 
tisane  (stag's  horns).  Also  poppy-water  repeated.  Same 
day  an  alleviating  clyster,  made  with  yellow  of  egg  instead 
of  oil.  M.  Helvetius'  prescription.  Also  a  2-oz.  pot  of 
hyacinth  pomade."  Note :  "  For  strengthening  the  heart, 
and  repairing  wasted  strength."  For  a  fortnight  longer 
the  doctors  went  on  prescribing  tisane,  rice,  alum-water, 
clysters,  cinnamon,  and  poppy-water,  until,  on  March  26, 
they  give  9  gr.  of  ipecacuanha.  Three  days  later 
a  pectoral  tisane,  in  which  grapes,  jujubes,  and  liquorice 
find  a  place,  is  given.  Afterwards  it  is  "  tisane,  tisane,  and 
tisane  repeated,"  and  on  the  evening  of  March  31,  1709, 
Henri  Jules  de  Bourbon,  Prince  de  Conde,  breathed  his  last. 
Then  follows  the  report  of  the  autopsy,  which  may  be 
summed  up  thus: — "Nothing  seems  very  wrong  with  the 
patient's  constitution,  and  the  cause  of  the  malady  is,  there- 
fore, only  due  to  the  vice  and  acridity  of  the  liquors  which 
reduced  the  body  to  the  leanness  in  which  it  is."  The  con- 
sulting physicians,  the  leading  men  of  their  day,  who  attended 
the  Prince,  received  what  would  at  present  be  about  24s.  each 
per  day  for  their  sen  ices.  The  apothecary  has  not  sent  a 
copy  of  his  own  bill  down  to  posterity.  Perhaps  he  fared 
better  than  the  physicians,  but  16Z.  is  what  the  surgeon  (M. 
Rover)  received  for  embalming  the  body,  while  M.  Teyre 
(apothecary)  was  paid  a  similar  sum  for  the  arornatics  and 
other  things  necessary  for  the  embalmment. 


The  premises  of  Mr.  Alex.  Mackenzie,  chemist,  503  Lawn- 
market,  Edinburgh,  were  entered  by  burglars  on  Tuesday 
night.  After  turning  out  the  contents  of  several  drawers 
on  the  floor,  apparently  in  a  vain  search  for  money,  they 
decamped. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  mem 


The  Ixdiax  Opium-revenue.— The  Indian  opium- 
revenue  shows  a  serious  falling-off  this  year.  That  of  the 
Bengal  and  Bombay  presidencies  during  August  and 
September  was  only  3,914,850r.,  or  1.400,000r.  below  the 
estimate. 

Cardamom-thefts  still  continue  to  be  rife  in  Ceylon, 
another  Sinhalese.  Andris  Appu  (a  relative  of  one  Eddo,  now 
in  prison  for  an  offence  of  this  character),  having  been  con- 
victed and  sentenced  to  six  months'  rigorous  imprisonment  for 
appropriating  30  lbs.  of  that  drug  from  the  Union  Mills  at 
Slave  Island. 

Seizure  of  Morphia.— A  Borah  merchant,  named 
Dawooclbhoy  Abdul  Hussein,  was  brought  before  the  Bombay 
Police  Court,  on  September  30,  for  having  imported  four  1-lb. 
bottles  of  morphia  from  Hong-Kong,  valued  at  400r. 
Accused  expressed  his  ignorance  of  the  contents  of  the 
consignment,  and  as  there  was  no  attempt  at  concealment  he 
was  let  off  with  a  fine  of  5r.  The  morphia  was  ordered  to 
be  confiscated. 

Crowx  Perfumeey  Trade-marks  ix  U.S.A. — The  Mary- 
land, U.S.A.,  Circuit  Court  has  granted  Mr.  W.  S.  Thomson 
(Crown  Perfumery  Company)  an  injunction  against  the 
Winkelmann-Brown  Drug  Company,  Baltimore,  restraining 
them  from  using  the  words  "  Lavender  Salts  "  and  "  Crab- 
apple  Blossoms,"  which  are  claimed  as  trade-marks  by  the 
Crown  Company.  The  injunction  was  arrived  at  by  agree- 
ment between  the  two  parties. 

Goods  foe  the  Philippixes. — We  are  informed  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  that  on  August  21  last  a  decree  came  into 
force  levying  an  "  extraordinary"  Customs  duty  of  6  per  cent. 
ad  val.  over  and  above  existing  duties  upon  all  goods 
imported  into  the  Philippine  Islands.  But  the  duty  will 
not  be  levied  upon  goods  which  left  the  last  port  of  the 
departure  of  the  ship  that  carries  them  before  the  date  of 
the  decree,  if  a  certificate  to  that  effect  be  presented  when 
the  goods  are  landed. 

,  Ax  Itinerant  Pharmacy. — A  travelling  drug-store  is  a 
part  of  the  equipment  of  a  railroad  contractor  "  operating  " 
in  Illinois.  This  gentleman  is  laying  down  a  line  in  the 
state,  and  he  carries  along  among  his  impedimenta  an  entire 
town,  which  contains  a  drug-store,  meat-market,  black- 
smith's shop,  even  a  saloon,  all  on  wheels,  and  capable  of 
easy  transport  from  town  to  town.  It  would  be  interesting 
to  learn  how  this  drug-store  is  "  operated  "  when  passing 
from  the  jurisdiction  of  one  board  of  pharmacy  to  that  of 
another. 

Dispensary-prescribing  ix  India. — A  circular  has  been 
issued  by  the  Surgeon-General  of  Hospitals  at  Ootacamund 
directing  medical  men  in  hospitals  to  refrain  from  prescrib- 
ing medicines  on  the  testimony  of  individuals  who  take  upon 
themselves  the  responsibility  of  describing  the  nature  of  the 
disease  of  the  sufferer.  A  case  in  point  is  enumerated.  At 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  Dispensary  in  that  town  a 
Mahomedan  lad  of  18  applied  for  some  medicine  for  his 
mother,  who  was  suffering  from  ulcers.  When  asked  her  age, 
he  said  it  was  not  more  than  16.  He  was,  however,  not 
supplied  with  the  medicine,  but  asked  to  bring  the  patient  to 
the  dispensary. 

Maltsters  Combixe. — A  gigantic  trust  of  malt-houses 
under  the  name  of  the  American  Malting  Company  has  been 
incorporated  at  Trenton,  N.J.  It  is  stated  that  it  will  be  the 
aim  of  the  company  to  manufacture  only  the  best  qualities 
of  malt,  and  to  so  regulate  the  business  and  expenses  as  to 
manufacture  its  product  at  the  lowest  possible  cost,  and  thus  be 
in  a  position  1  o  increase  profits  without  increasing  cost  to  con- 
sumers. The  trust  embraces  twenty-two  of  the  leading  malt- 
houses  in  the  States,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  trade  that 
the  net  earnings  by  reason  of  reductions  in  the  cost  of  admin- 
stration  can  be  increased  by  $1,000,000  per  annum.  The 
company  will  issue  $15,000,000  7-per-cent.  cumulative  pre- 
ferred stock  and  a  like  amount  of  6rdinary  stock,  but  there 
will  remain  in  the  treasury  $2,500,000  of  the  preferred  and 
$1,250,000  of  the  common  stock,  together  with  $2,000,000  as 
cash  working  capital. 
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AN  ASSISTANTS  BREACH  OF  CONTRACT. 

In  the  Outer  House,  Edinburgh,  on  October  15,  before  Lord 
fKyllachy,  Messrs.  Treacher  &  Co.  (Limited),  general  mer- 
chants, of  London,  and  Bombay,  &c,  India,  brought  an  action 
■against  William  Sutherland,  jun ,  Brora,  Sutherlandshire, 
claiming  250Z.  damages  for  breach  of  contract.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1895,  the  pursuers  engaged  the  defender  to  act  as  their 
assistant  for  four  years  in  Bombay.  The  defender  arrived  in 
{Bombay  in  February,  1893,  and  shortly  afterwards  was 
transferred  to  Poona.  On  March  25,  1897.  he  left  the  pur- 
suers' service,  and  returned  to  this  country,  and  this  consti- 
tutes the  alleged  breach  of  agreement.  The  defender  stated 
■that  he  was  engaged  as  hosier's  assistant,  but  that  after  his 
■arrival  in  India  he  was  required  to  give  assistance  in  other 
businesses  carried  on  by  the  pursuers.  He  objected  to  this 
.as  a  breach  of  the  terms  of  his  agreement,  and  said  that  he 
Jeft  the  service  after  giving  reasonable  notice.  Lord  Kyllachy, 
in  disposing  of  the  case,  said  he  held  that  the  defender  was 
''bound  to  do  the  work  which  he  refused  to  do  when  he  de- 
serted his  post  wrongfully,  and  that  he  was  liable  in  damages. 
As  to  damages,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  that  they  should 
1  be  .large.  The  pursuers,  he  dared  say,  desired  principally  to 
■vindicate  the  principle  that  their  assistants  were  not  entitled 
•"to  break  their  contracts  at  pleasure.    Treating  the  question 

•  as  a  jury  question,  his  Lordship  thought  he  would  be  doing- 
full  justice  in  decerning  against  the  defender  for  501.  in  full 

•  of  the  pursuers'  claim  for  damages.  Expenses  followed  the 
judgment. 


COUNTY  COURT  CASES. 
Unauthorised  Insurance  Payments. 

An  agent  sued  Mr.  W.  H.  Savidge,  at  the  Grantham  County 
"Court,  last  week,  for  insurance  premiums  which  he  said  he 
'had  paid  for  several  years.  The  defendant  said  he  never 
-authorised  these  payments,  and  as  there  was  no  evidence  of 
authority  judgment  was  given  for  the  defendant. 


Orders  of  Committal  against  Chemists. 
(In  the  Westminster  County  Court,  on  Tuesday,  Judge 
Lumley  Smith  made  orders  of  committal  in  default  of  pay- 
ment in  a  month  against  two  chemists,  one  named  Fowler 
.and  the  other  a  Mr.  Gay  ton,  who  it  was  stated  was  carrying 
on  business  at  Camden  Town. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 
Gregory's  Powder  Made  with  Mag.  Carb. 

.At  Guildford,  on  Saturday,  James  H.  Littleboy,  chemist 
Woking,  was  summoned  by  the  Surrey  County  Council  for 
selling  "  Gregory's  powder  "  which  was  not  of  the  nature  and 
substance  asked  for  by  the  purchaser.  A  label  on  defendant's 

, package  stated  that  it  was  prepared  according  to  the  original 
recipe  of  Dr.  Gregory.  According  to  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia, Gregory's  powder  should  be  composed  of  rhubarb 

.powder  22  2  per  cent.,  magnesium  oxide  66  7  per  cent.,  and 

.ginger  in  powder  111  per  cent.  In  the  preparation  sold  by 
the  defendant  carbonate  of  magnesia  was  substituted  for  the 

■  oxide,  the  former  being  half  the  price  of  the  latter.  For  the 
defence  it  was  stated  that  the  carbonate  had  the  same  effect 

.therapeutically  as  the  oxide,  and  that  therefore  the  sub- 
stitution of  it  was  not  to  the  prejudice  of  the  consumer. 
Medical  evidence  was  called  to  prove  this.  The  Bench  held 
that  the  article  sold  was  not  to  the  detriment  of  the  purchaser, 

.  and  dismissed  the  case. 


Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre  and  Spirit  of  Nitrous  Ether. 
At  the  Spittlegate  Petty  Sessions  held  at  Grantham  on 
October  16th  a  druggist  named  Richard  Steel,  of  Colster- 
worth,  Lincolnshire,  was  charged  with  selling  to  the 
(prejudice  of  the  purchaser,  3  oz.  of  sweet  spirits  of  nitre, 
which  the  public  analyst  (Mr.  C.  E.  Cassall,  London)  had 
•certified  was  80-per-cent.  deficient  in  the  active  principle. 
"Mr.  W.  D.  Cox,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Grantham,  in 


giving  evidence  for  the  prosecution,  stated  that  sweet  spirits 
of  nitre  was  the  popular  name  for  spirits  of  nitrous  ether. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Robinson  (for  the  defence)  :  Do  I  understand 
you  to  say  that  the  public  do  not  know  what  spirits  of 
nitrous  ether  are  ? — I  say  the  bulk  of  the  public  do  not. 

Mr.  Robinson  :  The  preparation  known  as  sweet  spirits  of 
nitre  is  distinct  from  spirits  of  nitrous  ether  1 — They  all  come 
under  the  name  of  nitrous  ether. 

Mr.  Robinson  said  the  defence  was  that  the  purchaser 
was  supplied  with  what  he  asked  for,  and  therefore  was  not 
prejudiced  in  any  shape  or  form.  The  analyst's  certificate 
disclosed  no  offence  as  it  had  been  based  on  spirits  of 
nitrous  ether.  There  were  two  distinct  preparations,  one 
bad  a  specific  gravity  of  -850,  which  was  called  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre,  and  which  was  sold  by  the  defendant,  and 
another  with  a  specific  gravity  of  '845,  was  called  spirit  of 
nitrous  ether.  The  preparation  sold  by  the  defendant  had 
been  known  for  200  years,  and  was  at  present  in  large 
demand. 

Mr.  J.  Slinger  Ward,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  Hodgkinsons,  Clarke  &  Ward,  London,  bore  out  the 
statement  of  the  solicitor.  Their  firm  (he  said)  had  been  in 
existence  for  150  years,  and  Mr.  Robinson,  of  Stamford,  who 
supplied  the  drug  to  the  defendant  was  one  of  their 
customers.  They  had  an  immense  sale  for  sweet  spirit  of 
nitre,  and  sent  the  preparation  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  It 
was  made  according  to  the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  and  he 
produced  a  book  printed  in  Latin  and  dated  1746,  containing 
the  prescription.  Spirit  of  nitrous  ether,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  prepared  according  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and 
the  specific  gravities  of  the  two  were  different.  The  public 
preferred  sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  as  the  taste  was  more 
pleasant. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Bell,  of  Spalding,  analytical  chemist,  also  gave 
evidence  for  the  defence.  In  reply  to  the  Police  Super- 
intendent, he  said  he  did  not  know  what  the  active  principle 
of  sweet  nitre  was  ;  there  was  no  standard  for  the  preparation. 

Mr.  Robinson  again  referred  to  the  report  of  the  public 
analyst,  who  he  said  had  made  the  mistake  of  taking  spirit  of 
nitrous  ether  as  the  standard,  as  hundreds  of  analysts  in  the 
country  did. 

The  Magistrates  dismissed  the  case,  and  Mr.  Robinson 
applied  for  costs,  urging  that  the  analyst  in  his  ignorance  had 
confused  the  two  preparations,  which  had  been  frequently 
the  subject  of  trials  in  police  courts,  always  with  the  same 
result  as  in  the  present  instance.  He  urged  the  injustice  of 
the  expense  falling  on  the  defendant.  After  consultation  the 
Magistrates  decided  not  to  grant  costs  in  this  case. 

Two  other  cases  were  dismissed. 


Bankruptcies  ant)  ^allures. 


Re  Edwin  Wilson,  trading  as  Wilson  &  Co.,  28a  Church 
Street,  Preston,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 


The  following  are  creditors  in  this  case  : — 


£ 

s. 

a. 

Ayrton  &  Saunders,  Liverpool  ... 

14 

1 

8 

Bell,  Jas.,  Manchester 

77 

10 

0 

Blackwall,  Hayes  &  Co.,  Birmingham  ... 

17 

8 

10 

Blezard,  Thos.,  Preston  ... 

11 

2 

8 

Cook,  Ed.,  &  Co.,  London   

10 

13 

6 

Davies,  W.  T.,  Manchester 

10 

15 

3 

Fielding,  J.  S.,  &  Co.,  Pembroke 

33 

16 

4 

Melbourne  Extract  Company  (Limited), 

Liverpool... 

12 

0 

0 

Newhouse,  A.,  Preston 

24 

0 

0 

Raimes  &  Co.,  York 

79 

0 

0 

Todd,  W.  R.,  &  Son,  Hull   

11 

13 

11 

Wilson,  Lavinia,  Coventry 

230 

0 

0 

Wilson,  Thos.,  Coventry  ...   

100 

0 

0 

Wilson,  W.  H.,  Coventry  

200 

0 

0 

lie  Charles  Le  Sueur,  formerly  carrying  on  business  as 
Chemist,  Druggist,  and  Perfumer,  at  15  Charing  Cross, 
St.  Helier,  Jersey,  C.I.  (also  as  cycle  agent  at  the  "  West- 
end  Cycling  Academy,"  23  Cheapside,  Jersey)  ;  present 
address  unknown. 

The  filing  of  claims  in  the  desastre  declared  on  the  pro- 
perty of  the  above  debtor  took  place  before  the  Royal  Court 
of  Jersey  on  Saturday  last. 
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The  claims  amount  to  almost  2,000/.,  and  include  the 
following  trade  creditors  : — 


£  s. 

d. 

Butcher,  W.,  &  Son  

.    30  2 

4 

European  Blair  Camera  Co.  (Limited)  .. 

.    28  2 

0 

Hockin,  Wilson  &  Co. 

.     5  3 

6 

Hodgkinsons,  Clarke  &  Ward 

.    11  16 

7 

Houghton,  Geo.,  &  Son  (photo  goods)  .. 

.    10  19 

7 

Lancaster,  J.,  &  Son 

.     4  4 

2 

Silverlock,  Henry 

.    13  13 

7 

Sutton,  W.,  &  Co  

.    12  9 

8 

Toogood,  Wm. 

.    15  15 

2 

Vimard,  Chs.,  &  Co....  ...   

.    16  4 

0 

Wright,  Layman  &  TJmney 

.    16  17 

6 

The  restof  the  claims  were  mainlv  on  behalf  of  cycling  firms. 
Madame  Le  Sueur  proved  for  400/.,  as  per  note-of-band 
granted  to  her  said  husband  on  October  11,  1894,  also  for  28/. 
interest  to  September  29. 

Preference  for  six  months  was  given  to  Mr.  Ph.  Le  Sueur 
(father  of  the  debtor)  for  rent  of  the  Cheapside  premises, 
possession  of  which  is  to  be  given  up  at  Christmas,  on  his 
jjiving  up  his  claim  for  assurance  of  payment  of  rent  from 
January  to  March  next.  Similar  preference  was  given  to  the 
landlord  of  the  Charing  Cross  house  and  shop,  he  being 
allowed  to  resume  possession  at  Christmas. 

Other  claims  were  for  money  lent  by  Mr.  Jeremie  Le  Snenr 
(50Z.),  Mrs.  Ph.  Aubin  (300/.),  and  Mr.  Afd.  Chs.  Amy  (1007.)  ; 
-while  the  London  and  Midland  Bank  (Limited)  sued  for 
103/.  12s.  9d.,  balance  of  account,  &c. 


He  J.  L.  Ft.  Hollixgworth,  of  21  New  Street,  Barnsley, 
of  Cudworth,  and  of  Carr  Lane,  South  Kirkby,  Chemist 
and  Druggist. 

The  adjourned  examination  of  this  debtor  was  held  on 
October  15  at  Barnsley.  As  already  stated,  the  liabilities 
were  2,271/.  15s.  8d ,  and  the  assets  888/.  8s.  8d.,  showing  a 
deficiency  of  1.383/.  7s.  The  Official  Receiver  stated  that 
the  debtor  knew  himself  to  be  insolvent  more  than  a  year 
before  filine  his  petition,  and  yet  he  opened  another  branch 
at  South  Kirkby.  It  was  also  stated  that  he  had  mis- 
appropriated moneys  he  had  received  as  trustee  in  the  estate 
of  Mrs.  Rhoda  White,  of  Penistone.  In  reply  to  the  Official 
Receiver,  the  debtor  said  he  had  put  down  the  amount  he 
owed  to  Mrs.  White's  estate  at  500/.  His  private  affairs  and 
the  trust  affairs  had  got  mixed  up,  although  they  had 
separate  banking  accounts.  He  was  aware  that  the  solicitor 
to  the  trust  had  said  1,000/.  was  owing:.  He  borrowed  100/. 
from  the  Bradford  Advance  Bank  last  November  for  business 
purposes,  and  undertook  to  pay  back  11.  6s.  8d.  per  month 
until  he  could  repay  the  principal.  He  had  paid  back  about 
66/.  in  this  way  as  interest. 

The  Registrar :  He  was  paying  about  80  per  cent. 

The  debtor  also  narrated  a  number  of  other  loan  transactions 
hehad  had  with  various  people.  He  knew  that  eighteen  months 
ago  he  was  250/.  to  the  bad.  His  household  expenses  he  put 
down  at  300/.,  and  39/.  for  the  support  of  his  mother,  to 
whom  he  allowed  10s.  per  week.  He  did  not  know  he  was 
insolvent  when  he  became  executor  of  Mr.  White's  estate. 
Between  March,  1896,  and  July,  1897,  he  drew  cheques  to 
"self"  from  the  trust  account  amounting:  to  800/. ;  but  he 
thought  the  greater  part  of  the  money  had  been  paid  for 
expenses  of  the  estate.  He,  however,  declined  to  say 
whether  or  for  what  purpose  any  of  these  amounts  had  been 
paid. 

The  Registrar :  Cannot  you  tell  us  one  person  to  whom  you 
made  disbursements  out  of  that  800/.  ? 

The  debtor  said  he  could  not  without  the  papers. 

The  Registrar  :  All  I  can  say  is  that  I  do  not  believe  you, 
nor  will  any  person  in  the  room. 

The  examination  was  further  adjourned  for  another  fort- 
night. 


Be  John  McNicol  (sole  partner  of  the  firm  of  Rait  & 
McNicol),  154  and  362  Dumbarton  Road,  Partick, 
Chemists  and  Druggists. 

The  examination  of  this  bankrupt  was  fixed  to  take  place 
in  tne  County  Buildings,  Glasgow,  on  October  18,  but  the 
bankrupt  beiDg  too  ill  to  appear  the -diet  was  adjourned. 


<5a3ette. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 
Receiving  Ordebs.J 

Baldock,  Arthur  Charles,  Birmingham,  drysalter. 

Grevile,  Charles,  Ulverston  and  Barrow-in-Furness,  surgeon-dentist. 

Adjudications. 

Flood,  John,  King's  Road,  Chelsea,' S.W.,  surgeon. 

Hollingworth,  John  Lawrence  Pitehfort,  Barnsley,  Cudworth, 

near  Barnsley,  and  t  South  Kirkby,  near  Wakefield,  chtmist  and 

druggist. 

Jones,  George  Horatio,  Great  Russell  Street,  Bloomsbury,  W.C.,  and 
Hove,  Brighton,  dental  surgeon. 

Macvean,  Edward  Christopher  York,  and  Gentle,  John  (de- 
scribed In  the  receiving  order  and  trading  as  Macvean,  Gentle  &  Go.}, 
Billiter  Square  Buildings,  E.C.,  merchants.i 

Taylor,  George,  Donaby  Main,  Yorkshire,  druggist. 


2>eecs  of  arrangement 

Fenner,  Henry  William,  Little  Island,  co.  Cork,  manufacturing 
chemist  and  larmer.  Petition  for  [arrangement  and  affidavit  of  assets 
and  liabilities,  i  Dated  October  13;  filed  October  15.  Liabilities, 
secured  or  partly  secured,  1,400/. ;  unsecured,  3,248/.  8s.  lcf.  Assets, 
after  deducting  secured  claims,  605/. 

Heppenstall,  Walter,  Elgin  Wharf,  Pinfold  Lane,  Attercliffe,  Sheffield, 
and  Summer  ,Lane,  Barnsley,  and  residing  at_Bawtry  Road,  Tinsley, 
near  Sheffield,  mineral-water  manufacturer.  Trustee,  Henry  W.  Smith, 
70  Queen  Street,  Sheffield,  chartered  accountant.  Dated  October  11  ■  ! 
filed  October  16.  Liabilities  unsecured,  1,987/.  12).  Ud.  Estimated  net 
assets,  787/.   The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 


£  j.  d. 

Alkali  Company,  Liverpool   ..       ..       ..       ..  10  0  0 

Arnold,  M.,  Sheffield   10  0  0 

Barken,  F.,  Sheffield   19  0  0 

Barron,  Thomas  &  Co.  (Limited),  Mexborough  ..  26  0  0 

Boake,  A.,  Roberts  &  Co.,  London   15  0  0 

Bratby  &  Hinchliffe,  Manchester   11  0  0 

Brmmer  &  Co.,  Liverpool   11  8  0 

Dickinson,  J.,  Barnsley    535  0  0 

Duckworth  &  Co.,  Manchester    25  0  0 

Gillott,  J.,  &  Sons,  Barnsley   90  0  0 

Hadfield,  — ,  Attercliffe        . .       ....       . .  41  0  0 

Hirst,  Brook  &  Hirst,  Leeds  ..  ■   22  0  0 

Hobgon,  H.  P.,  Sheffield        ..       ..       ..       ..  40  0  0 

Kilner,  Brothers,  Conisborough    £6  0  0 

Oldham,  M.,  Barnsley   ?5  0  0 

Parker  &  Sons,  Sheffield    16  0  0 

Parkin,  T.  C,  Sheffield    35  0  O 

Pears  &  Frost,  Sheffield    20  O  0 

Pope,  S.,  Tinsley    506  0  0 

South  Yorks  Glass  Bottle  Ccmpany,  Swinton     ..  48  0  O 

Stow,  J.,  &  Co.,  Hessle  *      ..       ..  23  O'O' 

Taylor,  John,  Manchester    48  0  0 

Wheatley  &  Bates  (Limited),  Sheffield      . .       . .  45  0  O 

Yeomans,  W.  D.,  Sheffield   16  0  0 

Bankers'  Claims   199  0  0 


mew  Companies  ano  Company 
mem 

Valentine  Extract  Company  (Limited).— Capital 
4,000/.  in  11.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
cattle,  sheep  and  meat  importers  and  salesmen,  extract  of 
meat  manufacturers,  &c. 

Cash  Chemists  (Limited).— Registered  in  Dublin, 
October  8,  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists  and  drug- 
gists, dealers  in  surgical  instruments  and  appliances. 
Capital  2,000/.,  in  200  shares  of  10/.  each.  The  first  directors 
are:— Stanley  Harrington,  druggist,  Cork;  James  Kiloh, 
fhaimaceutical  chemist,  Cork  ;  Richard  Sunner,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  Cork  ;  Richard  Blair,  pharmaceutical 
chemist.  Cork ;  and  John  Murphy,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Cork.    Registered  office,  Carey's  Lane,  Cork. 

Bangor  City  Mineral  Water  Works  (Limited.)— 
Capital  1,000/.  in  11.  shares.    Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry 
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on  the  business  of  a  mineral  water  manufacturer  and  con- 
fectioner carried  on  at  Green  Bank,  Garth,  Bangor,  North 
Wales,  as  "  The  Bangor  City  Mineral  Water  Works." 

Thomas  Whitfield  &  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
7.000Z.  in  101.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business 
carried  on  by  Thomas  Whitfield  at  the  Gaunless  Manure 
Works,  Bishop  Auckland,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
manure  manufacturers,  glue  manufacturers,  bone  crushers 
and  grinders,  manufacturing  chemists,  drysalters,  Sec. 

Bond's  Soap  Company  (Limited).— Capital  15.000Z.  in 
11.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of  a  company 
of  the  same  name,  to  enter  into  agreements  with  Charles  H. 
Hughes,  Mear  &  Green  (Limited)  and  the  Pacific  Borax  and 
Redwood  Chemical  Works  (Limited),  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  metal,  toilet  and  other  soap  manufacturers,  soap 
boilers,  tallow  chandlers,  oil  refiners,  perfumers,  chemists, 
druggists,  drysalters,  kc.  The  first  directors  are  : — C.  R. 
Hemingway  (managing  director),  S.  Mear,  G.  MacGregor, 
and  A.  M.  Ross. 


Ferguson  &  Foster  (Limited). — It  is  stated  that  this 
business,  which  includes  the  sole  importation  of  Solazzi  liquo- 
rice, is  to  be  offered  to  the  public  with  a  capital  of  60,000Z. 

Schweppes  (Limited).  —  The  directors  have  declared 
interim  dividends  (calculated  from  the  dates  of  payment  of 
the  instalments  on  the  shares  up  to  June  30  last)  at  the 
full  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  5-per-cent. 
preference  shares,  and  of  7  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the 
7-per-cent.  ordinary  shares. 

A.  &  F.  Peaks  (Limited). — The  report  of  the  directors, 
made  up  to  June  30,  states  that  the  net  profit  for  the 
year  (after  carrying  3.864Z.  to  depreciation  fund)  was 
62,046Z.  making  with  the  sum  carried  forward  a  total  of 
66.994Z.  Deducting  debenture  interest  and  interim  dividends 
on  preference  and  ordinary  shares,  and  carrying  to  reserve  fund 
the  sum  of  5,000?.,  there  remains  a  balance  of  35.594Z.  Out 
of  this  amount  the  directors  recommend  the  payment  of  a 
full  dividend  for  the  half-year  on  the  preference  shares,  of  a 
dividend  for  the  half-year  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent,  per 
annum  on  the  ordinary  shares,  making  10  per  cent  for  the 
year,and  of  a  dividend  for  the  year  ended  June  30, 1897,  at  the 
rate  of  7£  psr  cent,  per  annum  on  the  deferred  ordinary 
shares,  leaving  a  balance  to  be  carried  forward  of  2,744Z.  14s.  Qd. 

Vimbos  (Limited). — Mr.  James  Pollard,  Edinburgh,  the 
liquidator  of  the  Scottish  Fluid  Beef  Company  (Limited), 
which  was  sold  to  Vimbos  (Limited)  for  55,000/.  in  shares 
and  cash,  has  replied  to  the  Edinburgh  Evening  Dispatch's 
criticism  of  the  transaction.  Much  of  Mr.  Pollard's  reply  is 
devoted  to  comment  upon  the  extensive  advertising  of 
Bovril,  which  was  intended,  he  infers,  to  swamp  the  smaller 
company,  the  managing  director  of  which  was,  it  may  be 
noted,  the  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Johnston,  the  managing 
director  of  Bovril.  Apart  from  these  matters,  Mr.  Pollard 
states  that  the  purchase-price  (2.000Z.)  mentioned  by  Bovril 
(Limited)  for  the  fluid-beef  concern  was  "  a  bonus  over  and 
above  what  might  be  ascertained  to  be  the  value  of  the 
business,  and  apart  from  any  allowance  to  be  given  to  the 
manager."  He  further  points  out  that  the  old  company  was 
never  held  out  by  the  directors  as  anything  else  than  a 
small  company  formed  "  for  the  purpose  of  proving  the 
commercial  value  of  Vimbos." 

Percy  Bean  (Limited). — At  the  Blackburn  County  Court' 
on  October  18,  an  application  was  made  for  an  order  for  the 
compulsory  winding-up  of  Messrs.  Percy  Bean  <fe  Co. 
(Limited),  chemists  and  druggists,  of  Blackburn.  The 
petitioning  creditor  (Mr.  Malam  Brothers)  was  represented 
by  a  solicitor,  as  also  were  certain  other  shareholders ; 
and  some  Liverpool  creditors  were  also  represented.  There 
was  no  opposition  to  the  application.  The  company  was 
formed  in  March,  1896,  with  a  capital  of  4,000/.,  the  shares 
being  800  5?.  "  A  "  or  10-per-cent.  preference,  and  400  "  B  " 
or  deferred  shares,  the  amount  of  the  capital  paid-up  being 
about  1,555Z.  The  company  was  started  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  opticians,  &c.  The 
petitioning  creditor  is  a  holder  of  thirty  fully  paid-up  "  A  " 
shares  in  the  company,  and  in  his  affidavit  to  the  Court  in 
support  of  the  winding-up  petition,  states  that  he  was  a 
guarantor  of  1QQI.  at  the  London  and  Midland  Bank,  which 


liability  the  company  had  failed  to  meet ;  and  further,  that 
the  Sheriff  was  in  possession  of  the  effects  of  the  company, 
and  that  the  company  was  insolvent.  Judge  Coventry  made 
the  winding-up  order. 


Ucto  Cfumbtnr. 

PROFESSOR  HENRY  E.  ARMSTRONG,  who  visited 
the  United  States  after  the  meeting  of  the  British 
Association  at  Ton  nto,  Ont.,  was  presented  to  the 
members  of  the  New  York  Section  of  the  American 
Chemical  Society  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the  pur- 
pose on  Friday  evening,  October  1.  The  meeting  was  held 
in  the  Chemical  Lecture-room  of  the  College  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  where  the  meetings  of  the  Section  are  generally 
held,  and  which  is  the  oldest  chemical  lecture-room  in  the 
city.  A  fairly  large  number  of  members  were  present  when 
Chairman  McMurtive  introduced  the  guest  of  the  evening. 

Professor  Armstrong  took  as  the  theme  of  his  remarks  the 
methods  of  education  in  chemistry.  He  said  that  lecturing- 
is  the  abomination  of  the  present  method  of  teaching 
chemistry.  The  methods  in  all  other  lines  of  instruction 
had  changed,  but  in  chemistry  practically  the  same  methods 
prevailed  now  which  were  introduced  by  Berzelius.  It  has 
become  necessary  to  make  a  radical  change  and  adopt  more 
natural  methods,  such  as  that  termed  the  "heuristic" 
method,  which  Professor  Armstrong  defined  as  the  teaching 
of  students  to  find  out  things  for  themselves.  Destroy  all 
the  text-books,  said  he,  and  show  the  pupil  how  to  learn  for 
himself  instead  of  teaching  him  things.  He  then  proceeded 
to  give  two  illustrations  of  the  first  lessons  in  chemistry  by 
this  method.  Iron-rust  was  taken  as  a  basis  for  the  first 
experiment.  The  students  were  given  it,  and  told  to  note  the 
physical  differences  between  this  and  pure  iron.  The  prin- 
cipal difference  is  in  relative  volume ;  the  speaker  decried 
the  use  of  the  term  specific  gravity  as  too  abstruse  and  tech- 
nical. Apparently  the  iron  lost  in  weight,  since  rust  was- 
relatively  lighter  than  the  iron  itself.  A  new  experiment, 
the  formation  of  rust  from  a  weighed  quantity  of  iron- 
turnings,  demonstrated  that  it  gained,  not  lost,  in  weight. 
Now,  where  does  this  gain  come  from  1  Since  the  iron  must 
be  wetted  in  order  to  rust,  it  might  be  derived  from  water. 
By  experiment — and  each  of  these  is  carried  out  by  the 
student  himself — it  is  learned  that  the  gain  is  from  the  air. 
and  not  from  water.  By  inverting  a  tube  over  water,  and 
having  some  iron-filings  wrapped  in  cheese-cloth  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  tube,  it  is  shown  that  not  the  whole  of  the 
air,  but  only  one- fifth  of  it,  is  eD  gaged  in  the  reaction.  All 
this  is  learned  by  observation,  and  without  any  theoretical 
explanation,  the  student  being  allowed  to  make  his  own  ex- 
periments and  draw  his  own  conclusions,  and  being  required, 
moreover,  to  keep  accurate  note  of  the  work  done,  thus- 
giving  him  exercise  in  descriptive  writing.  He  gave  further 
illustrations  of  the  application  of  the  method,  and  stated 
that  it  was  already  in  use  in  some  of  the  grammar  schools 
and  primary  schools  of  London.  He  said  that  the  colleges- 
did  much  of  the  teaching  of  chemistry  which  should  have 
been  done  in  grammar  or  primary  schools. 

Professors  Loch,  Carrington  Bolton,  and  Hale  discussed 
the  matter,  all  of  them  agreeing  in  commending  the  theory 
of  Professor  Armstrong,  but  stating  that  they  found  it  im- 
practicable of  application. 


The  Art  of  Making  Catalogues. — How  many  British 
firms,  one  would  like  to  know,  remember  when  they  publish 
a  catalogue  that  it  is  intended  for  the  use  of  those  who  may 
be  comparative  strangers  to  the  business  it  represents  ?  It  is 
often  a  mystery  how  the  customer  finds  the  article  as  well  as 
he  does,  and  frequently  when  the  particular  line  has  been 
found,  full  information  regarding  it  is  missing.  Cape  drug- 
gists generally  admit  that  in  American  catalogues  the 
engravings  are  better  than  in  most  English,  while  in  the 
former  goods  are  so  arranged  that  you  can  readily  find 
the  page  you  want,  whereon  are  full  particulars,  mode  of 
shipping,  packing,  &c.  Several  English  price-lists  and 
sundry-catalogues  circulated  in  South  Africa  are  fairly  well 
got  up  and  nicely  printed,  while  others  are  of  no  use  to  the 
African  trade  whatever,  the  money  spent  on  them  being  abso- 
lutely thrown  away. — From  our  South  African  Correspondent . 
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Grace  Botes. 

Winton's  Deug  Company,  Shorwood  and  elsewhere> 
Vliave  purchased  the  detergent  and  disinfectant-powder 
■called  "  Pam." 

Messes.  Reynolds  &  Branson  have  been  awarded  a 
bronze  medal  at  the  Earl's  Court  Exhibition  for  their 
>baradage-shoot. 

Messrs.  Newball  &  Mason  have  obtained  a  first  award 
vfor  their  extract  of  herbs,  wine-essences,  &c,  at  the  Queens- 
land International  Exhibition. 

Messrs.  Bennett,  Son  &  Shears  have  been  recently 
.appointed  agents  for  Sumner's  patent  evaporating-tray, 
recently  noticed  in  this  journal. 

Messrs.  H.  Labern  &  Son,  of  the  Harp  Works,  Jenner 
Road,  Stoke  Newington,  are  offering  to  send  appro,  parcels 
■of  perfumery  to  chemists  for  inspection. 

Messrs.  W.  B.  Fordham  &  Sons  (Limited)  inform  us 
that  the  manufacture  of  the  Thetford  pulp-ware,  which  was 
.arrested  a  few  months  since  by  a  disastrous  fire  at  the  works, 
ihas  been  recommenced,  and  they  will  soon  be  able  to 
■supply  all  forms  of  it  again. 

Nelson's  Coca-wine. — This  is  the  name  which  Messrs. 
iLorimer  &  Co.,  Britannia  Row,  N.,  have  given  to  a  good 
•coca-wine  which  they  are  now  offering  to  the  trale  on 
specially  advantageous  terms.  It  is  made  direct  from  coea- 
tleaves,  and  has,  therefore,  a  fine  flavour,  while  it  is  galenically 
■sound. 

Messrs.  R.  W.  Greepf  &  Co.,  3  Eastcheap,  E.C.,  agents  for 
vthe  Societe  Chimique  des  Usines  du  Rhone,  Lyons,  inform 
■us  that  their  principals  have  acquired  the  sale  of  the  anti- 
■diphtheritic  serum  prepared  under  the  direction  of  Prof. 
Berlioz  at  the  Grenoble  Bacteriological  Institute.  Messrs. 
•GreefE  carry  stock  of  it. 

In  our  Supplement  will  be  found  an  announcement  of  the 
.■sale  by  action,  on  October  26,  of  the  salvage-stock  recovered 
from  the  recent  fire  at  Messrs.  Davy,  Hill  &  Son,  Yates  & 
Hicks,  of  101  Southwark  Street,  S.E.  The  sale  comprises  a 
Carge  quantity  of  drugs,  essential  oils,  and  sundries.  Cata- 
logues may  be  had  from  the  auctioneers,  Messrs.  Toplis  & 
'Harding. 

Messrs.  W.  Butcher  &  Son's  useful  "  Primus  "  lanternists' 
rpocket-book  for  the  coming  season  is  now  ready.  It  con- 
tains a  diary  for  the  period  up  to  September  20,  1898,  and 
anany  pages  for  such  memoranda  as  lanternists  should  make. 
Besides,  there  are  a  good  many  practical  notes  by  Mr.  W.  F. 
Butcher,  F.C.S.,  who  has  edited  the  book  on  this  occasion. 
A  copy  may  be  obtained  from  the  firm  by  addressing  them 
.-at  Blackheath. 

The  Sanitas  Company  (Limited)  tell  us  that  they 
'have  received  a  great  number  of  communications  in  reply  to 
■their  request  for  advice  from  chemists  as  to  the  protection 
of  the  price  of  then-articles — so  large,  indeed,  that  they  find 
it  impossible,  for  the  present  at  least,  to  acknowledge  each 
'Communication  individually.  They  wish  to  thank  those 
chemists  who  have  written  to  them,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
•-ask  the  others,  who  still  constitute  by  far  the  larger  part  of 
■our  readers,  to  favour  them  with  a  reply  to  their  questions, 
■which  they  repeat  in  this  issue. 

Messrs.  F.  Schutze  &  Co.,  druggists'  sundriesmen,  &c> 
•Shaftesbury  Hall,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.have  just  published 
:sl  new  edition  of  their  illustrated  catalogue.  It  contains  208 
ipages  (quarto).  In  these  pages  there  are  no  fewer  than  5,299 
^articles  listed  (many  of  them  being  illustrated),  and  besides 
-there  is  a  list  of  counter-specialities.  As  each  article  is 
numbered  the  numbers  can  be  used  in  telegraphing.  The 
list  is  divided  into  two  parts — viz.,  part  1,  surgical  instruments 
;and  appliances  ;  part  2,  druggists'  sundries,  and  to  this  is 
'the  appendix  of  chemists'  counter-specialities.  It  is  a  well- 
got^  up  list,  and  has  a  copious  index. 

Me.  W.  Ktjhlenthal,  of  36  Basinghall  Street,  E.C.,  has 
•sent  us  a  neat  map  of  the  world  on  Mercator's  projection, 
measuring  2  feet  3  inches  square  and  printed  in  colours. 
When  we  hung  the  map  upon  our  editorial  walls  we  noticed 
•in  ihe  North  Polar  Region  a  round  object  which  we  took  for 


Andree's  balloon,  but  which  upon  closer  inspection  proved  to 
be  a  complimentary  dedication  on  the  part  of  the  Rio 
Chemical  Company,  of  St.  Louis,-  U.S.A.,  whom  Mr.  Kuhlenthal 
represents.  Any  chemist  in  business  can  have  a  copy  of  the 
map  if  he  will  apply  to  Mr.  Kuhlenthal  and  promise  to  put 
it  up  in  his  shop.  It  is  handsome,  useful,  and  not  overlaid 
with  offensive  advertising  matter. 

The  list  of  awards  at  the  Brussels  International  Exhibi- 
tion, 1897,  includes  the  following  : — Birmingham  Vinegar- 
brewery  Company,  diploma  of  honour ;  Blondeau  et  Cie., 
diploma  of  honour ;  Brand  &  Co.,  gold  medal ;  Burroughs, 
Wellcome  &  Co.,  Grand  Prix  and  gold  medal ;  F.  C.  Calvert 
&;  Co.,  diploma  of  honour  and  gold  medal ;  F.  Darton  &  Co., 
diploma  of  honour  and  gold  medal ;  J.  C.  &  J.  Field,  diploma 
of  honour  and  gold  medal ;  J.  S.  Fry  &  Sons  (Limited), 
Grand  Prix ;  Hardy  Patent  Pick  Company,  gold  medal ; 
Palmer  &  Co.  (Limited),  gold  medal;  Patent  Borax  Com- 
pany, gold  medal ;  Price's  Patent  Candle  Company,  Grand 
Prix  and  gold  medal ;  Spratts  (Limited),  diploma  of  honour. 
The  Grand  Prix  is  the  principal  award,  the  diploma  of  honour 
comes  next,  and  the  gold  medal  follows. 

Messrs.  Edward  Cook  &  Co.,  of  Bow,  announce  a  new 
scheme  which  they  have  adopted  for  advertising  their 
admirable  "  Riviera  "  soap.  They  have  arranged  with  Messrs. 
Charles  Letts  &;  Co.  to  insert  with  every  copy  of  their 
British  Almanac  for  1898,  a  coupon  entitling  the  holder  to  a 
free  tablet  of  that  soap  from  any  chemist  and  druggist  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  who  has  it  in  stock.  And  in  order 
that  chemists  may  be  able  to  honour  the  coupons  thus  pre- 
sented, Messrs.  Cook  ask  chemists  to  be  good  enough  to 
order  at  least  a  small  supply  of  this  soap  either  from  them- 
selves or  from  their  wholesale  houses.  The  firm  will  credit 
these  coupons  at  4§<£.  each,  being  the  full  retail  value  of  the 
soap.  In  order  to  still  further  interest  chemists  in  the 
scheme,  they  have  arranged  with  Messrs.  Letts  that  the 
British  Almanac  shall  be  supplied  to  chemists  in  any  quantity 
from  one  upwards,  at  Qd.  per  copy,  instead  of  1.9.  This  is 
without  postage  ;  if  it  be  posted,  4«Z.  extra  must  be  sent. 


personalities. 

De.  D.  C.  McVail,  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  St . 
Mungo's  College,  Glasgow,  has  been  reappointed  Crown 
member  for  Scotland  on  the  General  Medical  Council  for  a 
further  term  of  five  years. 

ME.  H.  Gadd,  J.P.  (of  the  firm  of  Evans,  Gadd  &  Co., 
wholesale  chemists  and  druggists,  of  Fore  Street  Exeter,  and 
Vice-President  of  the  Exeter  Association  of  Chemists  and 
Druggists),  has  declined  a  proposal  of  nomination  for  the 
mayoralty  of  the  city  for  the  ensuing  year. 

During  his  recent  tour  in  the  East  Professor  Patrick 
Geddes,  the  well-known  Edinburgh  educationist,  secured  a 
large  farm  in  Cyprus,  where  he  proposes  to  grow  medicinal 
plants.  Professor  Geddes  has,  as  we  have  already  reported, 
actively  interested  himself  in  the  social  condition  of  the 
Cyprus  peasantry. 

On  October  13  Brother  Arthur  Frederick  Collis  was 
installed  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Royal  Albert  Edward 
Lodge,  No.  906,  Bath.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  the 
V.W.  the  Deputy-Provincial  Grand  Master  of  Somersetshire, 
Brother  R.  C.  Else.  Among  the  seventy  members  and  visitors 
present  were  twenty-eight  installed  Masters.  A  banquet 
followed  the  ceremony,  fifty-nine  members  of  the  craft 
sitting  down. 

Aldeeman  James  Duckwoeth,  of  Castlefield,  Rochdale, 
who  has  been  accepted  as  the  Liberal  candidate  for  the 
Middleton  Division  of  Lancashire  in  the  coming  by-election 
for  that  constituency,  is  the  chairman  of  Boots  (Limited). 
He  is  a  grocer  and  provision-merchant  in  a  large  way  of 
business.  He  began  trading  about  thirty  years  ago  in  a 
very  small  way.  He  began  his  working  life  as  a  poor  orphan 
lad,  slaving  for  long  hours  in  a  cotton-mill.  Some  years 
ago  he  entertained  Lord  Rosebery  on  his  visit  to  Rochdale. 
Mr.  Duckwork  has  twice  been  Mayor  of  Rochdale  ;  he  is  also 
a  member  of  the  County  Council  of  Lancashire ;  and  he  has 
been  one  of  the  most  popular  and  influential  presidents  of 
the  United  Methodist  Free  Church. 
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Abridgments  of  Specifications. 

The  Patent  Laws  of  this  country  make  no  provision  for  an 
official  search  as  regards  novelty,  and  all  patents  are  taken 
out  at  the  risk  of  the  inventors.  It  is,  therefore,  incumbent 
on  any  person  desiring  to  obtain  a  valid  patent  for  an  in- 
vention either  to  cause  a  search  to  be  made,  or  himself  to 
make  a  search,  as  to  the  novelty  of  his  invention.  By 
•omitting  such  a  search,  many  a  patentee  has  found,  after 
paying  his  fee,  that  his  treasured  patent  is  worthless,  because 
it  has  been  anticipated.  Of  course,  in  this  case  the  first 
applicant,  or  patentee,  possesses  all  the  patent-rights,  and 
the  second  one  has  absolutely  no  rights  at  all.  A  complete 
and  exhaustive  search  through  published  specifications  of 
ipatents  is  a  task  of  considerable  difficulty,  even  for  the 
trained  expert,  with  all  the  resources  of  the  Patent  Office 
Library,  for  at  this  moment  the  number  of  printed  specifica- 
tions of  patents  is  well  over  a  quarter  of  a  million. 

A  series  of  indexes  and  abridgments  has  been  published 
by  the  Patent  Office  as  a  guide  to  the  specifications  them- 
■selves.  and  is  freely  distributed  to  the  principal  public  libra- 
ries in  this  country.  The  abridgments  give  a  general  de- 
scription of  the  nature  of  every  invention  patented,  and  the 
•object  of  their  publication  is  to  enable  the  would-be  patentee 
to  carry  out,  at  any  rate  in  some  cases,  what  may  be  termed 
a  fireside  search.  By  the  study  of  these  abridgments,  he  will 
generally  be  able  to  select  certain  inventions  which  have 
already  been  patented,  and  which  resemble  his  own  invention 
sufficiently  to  render  it  desirable  for  him  to  examine  their 
■specifications  in  detail.  A  printed  copy  of  any  specification 
■can  be  obtained,  at  an  inclusive  price  of  8d ,  through  any 
post-office,  by  a  special  postcard  (Patents  Form  C).  The 
abridgments  are  published  in  volumes,  each  volume  dealing 
•with  one  particular  class  of  inventions  for  a  period  of  some 
2years.  The  volumes  up  to  1877  are  not  illustrated,  and  all 
the  subjects  have  not  yet  been  dealt  with,  but  from  1877 
•onwards  a  systematic  series,  very  fully  illustrated,  is  now  in 
•course  of  publication  at  a  uniform  price  of  Is.  per  volume 
(including  inland  postage).  We  have  before  us  one  of  the 
new  volumes  covering  all  the  patents  in  Class  81,  "  Medicine, 
•Surgery,  and  Dentistry,  from  1884  to  1888."  The  volumes 
•for  the  periods  from  1877  to  1883,  and  from  1884  to  1888 
have  been  completed  :  those  for  the  periods  from  1889  to 
1892,  and  from  1893  to  1896,  are  in  active  preparation,  and 
later  volumes  will  follow  in  due  course.  There  are  in  all 
146  "  Abridgment  Classes."  Each  volume  is  well  illustrated 
under  subjects,  and  also  under  names  of  inventors. 

For  the  use  of  those  who  desire  to  make  a  careful  study  of 
patents,  the  Patent  Office  also  publishes  an  "  Abridgment 
■Class  and  Index  Key  "  (price  Is.,  parcel-postage,  5^.),  which 
shows  in  detail  how  inventions  are  classified,  abridged,  and 
indexed  throughout  its  publications. 

Heart-disease :  with  Special  Reference  to  Prognosis  and 
Treatment.  By  Sir  Wm.  H.  Broadbent,  Bart.,  M.D.,  and 
John  F.  H.  Broadbent,  M.A.,  M.D.  London:  Bailliere, 
Tindall  &  Cox.    10s.  6d. 

In  this  volume  are  reproduced  two  courses  of  lectures 
■delivered  by  Sir  W.  H.  Broadbent — the  first  on  "  Prognosis 
in  Valvular  Diseases  of  the  Heart,"  in  1884,  before  the 
Harveian  Society,  and  the  second,  on  "  Prognosis  in 
Structural  Diseases  of  the  Heart" — which  were  the  Lumleian 
Lectures  at  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  delivered  in 
1891.  The  subject  of  the  treatment  of  these  diseases  has 
been  engrafted  upon  the  lectures,  and  this,  embodying  as  it 
•does  the  ripe  experience  of  the  eminent  senior  author  of  the 
work,  has  been  incorporated  with  the  earlier  work  by  his 
■son.  It  would  be  misleading  to  attempt  to  give  an  outline 
even  of  the  treatment  which  is  recommended  in  the  various 
serious  affections  which  are  here  dealt  with.  The  book  is 
eminently  one  for  the  physician  to  study,  and  it  is,  we 
.should  say,  a  very  unfit  one  to  get  into  the  hands  of  patients 
themselves.  In  a  short  chapter  dealing  with  "  the  cardiac 
tonics "  the  author  alludes  to  the  drugs  which  have  been 
■recommended  as  alternatives  to  digitalis.  Convallaria,  he 
finds,  is  uncertain  either  in  its  effects  or  its  preparation,  and 
though  it  has  been  extensively  tried,  "  does  not  appear  to 
be  of  great  service."    Strophanthus  "  may  be  a  most  useful 


alternative  when  digitalis  produces  sickness,  and  may  even 
succeed  where  digitalis  has  failed."  Caffeine  Sir  W.  H. 
Broadbent  has  found  "  a  most  useful  accessory  t'o  digitalis," 
but  he  has  not  found  it  alone  an  efficient  substitute  for 
digitalis.  In  valvular  diseases  of  the  heart,  and  especially 
in  neurotic  heart-disease,  a  moderate  commendation  of  the 
Nauheim  treatment  by  specified  exercises  and  effervescent 
baths  is  given.  Among  special  causes  of  dilatation  of  the 
heart,  acting,  no  doubt,  on  pre-existing  tendencies,  are  men- 
tioned injudicious  hydropathic  treatment,  the  so-called 
Banting  method  of  reducing  obesity,  and  inhalation  of  the 
fumes  of  Himrod's  powder  for  the  relief  of  asthma.  These 
are  only  two  or  three  items  taken  from  various  chapters  of 
the  work,  which  it  is  out  of  our  province  to  criticise. 

Handbook  to  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  1897.  By  M. 
Koberts-Jones,  Barrister,  Coroner  for  South  Monmouth- 
shire, &c.  Office  of  Western  Mail,  Cardiff,  and  82  Fleet 
Street,  E.C.  2s. 

A  small  but  very  convenient  handbook.  The  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act  is  likely  to  be  very  difficult  of  interpreta- 
tion. It  will  seriously  alter  the  conditions  of  labour.  It  is 
estimated  that  some  6,000,000  working  men  and  working 
women  of  the  country  are  included  in  its  benefits,  while 
about  7,000,000  (including  domestic  servants  2,300,000,  and 
shop-assistants  500,000)  are  at  present  outside  it.  Mr. 
Koberts-Jones  states  that  hitherto  only  about  12  per  cent,  of 
the  accidents  which  happened  in  the  trades  to  which  this 
Act  applies  were  in  any  way  dealt  with  in  the  shape  of  com- 
pensation. "  This  Act  brings  sure,  if  not  substantial,  relief 
in  each  case  of  the  remaining  88  per  cent."  Mr.  Koberts- 
Jones  prints  the  Act  in  full,  with  explanatory  footnotes,  gives 
summaries  of  the  leading  cases,  and  extracts  from  other 
statutes  bearing  upon  this  one.  We  may  remind  wholesale 
houses  that  it  has  been  held  that  a  druggists'-sundries  ware- 
house is  a  factory  within  the  meaning  of  the  Factory  Act, 
and  therefore  the  new  Act  will  apply  to  the  employes  in  such 
establishments. 

An  Elementary  Treatise  on  the  Metric  System  of  Weights  and 
Measures.  By  J.  Hamblin  Smith.  London:  Longmans.  2s. 

Me.  Hamblin  Smith's  treatises  on  arithmetic,  algebra, 
and  geometry  have  been  so  well  tested  as  school  text-books  that 
his  qualification  to  provide  a  class-book  on  the  metric  system 
need  not  be  considered.  The  plan  adopted  is  not  to  convert 
values  of  quantities  from  one  system  to  the  other.  Such 
exercises,  the  author  thinks,  would  be  out  of  place  in  a  work 
professing  to  be  an  easy  introduction  to  the  new  system. 
What  he  aims  at  apparently  is  to  familiarise  the  scholar  with 
the  metre,  the  litre,  the  gramme,  and  the  other  denominations 
of  the  metric  system,  and  to  teach  him  to  employ  those  terms 
in  calculations  without  reference  to  the  yard  and  the  pint 
and  the  pound.  Perhaps  the  teaching  might  have  been  made 
somewhat  more  attractive  if  it  had  been  introduced  by  a 
history  of  the  metric  system,  and  an  exposition  of  its  theory. 


Among  the  books  about  to  be  published  by  Messrs. 
Longmans  &  Co.  are  the  following  worh«.  of  chemical  and 
pharmaceutical  interest: — "A  Manual  of  Midwifery,"  by 
William  Radford  Dakin,  M.D.,  Obstetrical  Physician  and 
Lecturer  on  Midwifery  at  St.  George's  Hospital ;  "  Essentials 
of  Practical  Bacteriology,"  by  Henry  J.  Curtis,  M.D. ; 
"  Notes  on  Micro-organisms  Pathogenic  to  Man,"  by  Surgeon- 
Captain  B.  H.  F.  Leumann,  M.B.  Indian  Medical  Service ; 
"  Lectures  on  Physiology  " — First  Series,  on  Animal  Elec- 
tricity—by Augustus  D.  Waller,  M.D.,  F.R.S. ;  "  The  Essen- 
tials of  Experimental  Physiology,"  for  the  use  of  students, 
by  T.  G.  Brodie,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Physiology,  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital  Medical  School ;  and  a  second  edition  of  "  The 
Arrangement  of  Atoms  in  Space,"  by  J.  H.  van  'tHoff,  trans- 
lated and  edited  by  Arnold  Eiloart. 


Beatbs. 


Deacklet.— On  September  25,  Mr.  Thomas  Drackley, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Market  Bosworth.    Aged  71. 

Stooke.  -  On  October  7,  at  Folkestone,  after  a  short 
illness,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Arthur  Stooke,  chemist,  of  New 
Brompton,  Kent. 
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Examination  Experiences. 


THE  LONDON  MINOR. 

AS  one  who  has  ofttimes  been  interested  and  benefited  by 
reading  accounts  by  various  successful  candidates  of 
their  experiences  in  passing  that  somewhat  trying  ordeal — 
the  Minor— I  send  you  (writes  "A.  P.  S.")  a  short  account  of 
my  own  experience  at  Galen  Place  last  July.  Of  the  first 
day's  work  in  practical  chemistry  little  can  be  said.  Each 
candidate  received  different  salts  for  analysis  and  different 
volumetric  solutions.    My  dispensing-paper,  in  brief,  was— 

Pot.  permang.   gr.  24 

Ft.  pil.  xviii.  Varnish. 

Lin.  terebinth.    §iv. 

Tinct.  benzoin,  co   5ij- 

P.  amyg.  amarse      ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Syrup.      5ss. 

Aq.  ad  ...    §vj. 

Jss.  t.d. 

■Also  :  "  Write  out  your  calculations  for  100  tablets,  each 
tablet  to  contain  so  much  H„C12  as  will  make  a  solution  of  1 
in  5,000  when  dissolved  in  a  pint  of  water." 

Emp.  bellad   6x3 

Having  successfully  passed  my  first  day,  in  due  course  I 
presented  myself  for  the  second.  Pharmacy  was  my  first 
subject,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  these  were  some 
of  the  questions  asked  me : — What  is  pepsin  ?  How  is  it 
obtained  ?  What  are  the  B.P.  tests  for  it  1  At  what  tem- 
perature would  you  conduct  the  tests  1  What  is  pilocarpine  1 
From  what  and  how  obtained  ?  Dose  ?  How  do  you  make  the 
following  ? — Ext.  gentian,  resins  of  scammony  and  jalap,  resin 
of  podophyllum.  Difference  between  resins  of  scammony  and 
jalap  1  B.P.  tests  for  the  three  resins,  and  their  doses  ?  Ext.  cinch, 
liq.,  and  its  estimation  ?  Inf.  cinch.  ?  Strength  and  dose 
of  liq.  strychnines?  What  part  of  a  gramme  of  strychnine 
in  in_x.  of  liquor  ?  Sp.  gr.  of  syrupus  simples  ?  Weight  of 
8  fl.  oz.  of  it?  Tinct.  nuc.  vom.,  strength  and  dose? 
Ext.  nuc.  vom.,  its  estimation  ?  Ung.  chrysarobin.  ?  From 
what  and  how  is  castor  oil  obtained  1  Tests  for  it?  And  many 
other  similar  questions.  The  Poison  Law  was  next  tho- 
roughly gone  into,  and  this  concluded  my  examination  in 
pharmacy. 

Having  sat  upon  the  "funking  form"  for  about  twenty 
minutes  I  was  called  to  Latin  and  prescription-reading. 
Here  1  had  a  couple  of  prescriptions  to  translate  into  full 
Latin,  and  having  read  several  others,  and  given  an  English 
translation  of  them  and  detected  unusual  doses,  I  was  told  I 
could  go  and  sit  down. 

A  similar  space  of  time  intervened  between  this  and  my 
next  subject — botany.  Here  I  was  given  slides  to  recognise, 
illustrating  transverse  sections  of  pine-leaf,  young  root, 
sieve  tubes,  cells  with  spiral  markings,  &c.  I  was  asked  to 
write  out  the  divisions  of  the  vegetable  kingdom;  then  to 
mention  and  comment  upon  the  distinguishing  character- 
istics of  gymnosperms  and  angiosperms.  How  would  I 
recognise  gymnosperms  ?  Describe  assimilation,  respiration, 
and  transpiration  ?  What  changes  would  be  noticeable  in 
the  plant  during  these  stages  ?  Formation  of  starch  ?  Where 
the  plant  stores  it  ?  and  how  it  is  able  to  use  it  as  food- 
material  for  the  young  embryo  ?  Stem-structure  ?  Vessels 
and  tissue  system  ?  Various  kinds  of  stems  ?  What  is  a  rhi- 
zome 1  and  how  does  it  differ  from  a  stem  and  root  ?  A  few 
more  such  questions  were  asked  me,  and  I  had  then  some 
fresh  specimens  to  recognise. 

The  chemistry  examiner  commented  upon  my  work  at  the 
practical  examination,  and  asked  one  or  two  questions 
arising  from  it.  Amongst  others  were  the  following  ques- 
tions : — Preparation  of  potassium  iodide  ?  Potassium  chlorate  1 
Action  of  CI  on  Ca(OH).,  ?  All  about  the  oxides  of  CI  and  N  ? 
How  to  determine  the  vapour-density  of  N.,04 1  Preparation 
of  N?  All  about  barometers  and  hydrometers?  What 
regulates  the  sinking  of  a  hydrometer  in  any  liquid  1 
Specific  gravities,  and  how  are  they  taken  ?  The  tension 
of  aqueous  vapour  for  any  given  temperature? 
I  was  again  delegated  to  the  "funking  form"  for  a  while, 


and  then  called  to  materia  medica.  Here  I  had  to  recognise 
about  a  couple  of  dozen  different  roots,  stems,  and  leaves, 
give  their  botanical  names,  and  mention  their  preparations 
in  the  B.P. 

Once  again,  and  for  the  last  time,  I  found  myself  on  the 
"  form,"  but  had  not  long  to  wait  ere  I  was  called  up  by  the 
Chairman,  who  graciously  extended  to  me  his  hand  and  con- 
gratulated me  on  passing  my  Minor,  advised  me  to  take  three 
or  four  weeks'  holiday,  and  then  commence  working  for  the 
Major. 

1  would  call  attention  to  the  mixture  in  the  dispensing- 
paper  containing  pulv.  amygd.  amaras.  In  this  case  I  had  to 
procure  the  almonds,  blanch  and  powder  them,  and  then 
proceed  in  the  usual  manner.  It  was  so  written,  I  expect, 
just  to  see  whether  the  candidate  would  be  foolish  enough  to 
use  p.  amyg.  co. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  strongly  advise  intending  candidates 
to  disregard  those  tales  which  one  so  often  hears  from 
rejected  candidates,  painting  in  the  direst  of  colours  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  been  treated  by  the  examiners, 
and  even  going  so  far  as  to  say  that  they  have  been  ploughed 
upon  questions  entirely  outside  of  the  syllabus.  I  must  say 
that  I  was  treated  by  the  examiners  in  a  very  gentlemanly 
manner.  This  was  not  my  first  attempt  at  the  Minor,  so 
that  I  am  not  writing  in  the  ecstasies  of  one  having  passed 
on  his  first  attempt. 


Anothee  Account  by  a  "  Squaeite." 

On  July  6  last  I  presented  myself  for  the  practical  portion 
of  the  examination.  At  10  o'clock,  in  company  with  about 
a  dozen  other  candidates,  I  was  told  off  to  the  chemical 
laboratory.  In  about  twenty-five  minutes  I  determined  that 
my  known  salt,  sodium  sulphate,  was  mixed  with  quinine, 
probably  as  sulphate,  other  acids  being  absent.  My  volu- 
metric work  was  as  follows  : — ■ 

1.  Standardise  the  solution  of  bichromate  of  potash  provided 
by  means  of  ferrous  ammonium  sulphate,  and  make  a  solution  of 
potassium  permanganate  of  equal  oxidising  power. 

2.  With  the  decinormal  silver-nitrate  solution  provided  deter- 
mine the  percentage  of  prussic  acid  in  the  given  solution. 

Having  plenty  of  time  (two  and  a  half  hours)  at  my 
disposal,  I  steadily  worked  at  these  questions,  and  in  every 
case  checked  my  results  three  times.  On  asking  Professor 
McLeod  for  logarithm-tables  I  was  told  that  it  was  not 
customary  for  students  to  have  them  in  the  "Minor,"  and 
that  I  must  do  without  them.  This  was  no  hardship,  as  the 
figures  were  low,  and  I  was  not  pressed  for  time. 

In  the  afternoon  I  was  sent  to  Mr.  Tanner  for  dispensing 
and  practical  pharmacy.  He  gave  me  the  annexed  prescrip- 
tions to  make  up : — 

1.  Ergotin.   gr.  iv. 

01.  theobrom.    q.s. 

Ft.  suppos.  j.    Mitte  vj. 
Ut.  j.  o.n. 

2.  Ant.  tart  gr.  j. 

Tr.  myrrh.     ...       ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Vin.  ipec.      ...       ...       ...       ...  5ij- 

Tr.  benzoin,  co.       ...        ...        ...  5j. 

Mist,  ammoniac,  ad  ...       ...       ...  5vj. 

Sig. :  Bss-  ter- 

3.  Ext.  nuc.  vom.    gr.  -J 

Ferri  quin.  cit.    gr.  iij. 

Ft.  pil.  j .    Mitte  xxiv.  Varnish. 
One  thrice'daily. 

4.  Send  a  blister  for  the  right  ear. 

5.  Make  a  pint  of  saccharated  solution  of  lime. 

6.  Ext.  bell. 
Glyc.  aa. 

Mitte  Bj. 
Sig. :  Poison,  m.d.u. 

These  prescriptions  gave  me  no  trouble,  and,  after  two  and 
a  quarter  hours,  I  received  permission  to  go.    It  was  in  this 
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subject  alone  that  I  experienced  any  unpleasantness,  and  a 
fellow-candidate  was  the  cause  of  it.  In  his  eagerness  to 
get  through  his  work  he  hustled  his  way  by  everyone  in  the 
small  dispensary,  added  to  which  he  kept  the  bottles  and 
pots  which  he  used,  instead  of  at  once  returning  them  to 
their  place.  This  young  man  went  out  under  two  hours,  and 
I  saw  the  examiner  open  one  of  his  packages,  containing 
a  bottle  of  medicine,  only  two-thirds  full.  I  am  afraid  this 
mistake  was  fatal. 

After  waiting  three  days  I  was  directed  to  present  myself 
in  five  days'  time  for  the  oral  examination.  The  interval 
was  spent  quietly  in  the  country,  recuperating  health  after 
a  session's  "  grind,"  as  the  most  fitting  preparation  for  the 
second  day's  trials. 

My  first  subject  was  prescription-reading.  Mr.  George 
Spratt  Taylor  gave  me  an  English  prescription  for  a  mixture, 
and  a  blister  to  write  in  full  Latin,  with  directions.  Mean- 
while he  took  another  candidate  personally.  This  unlucky 
man  gave  wrong  case -endings  in  every  instance,  and  I  was 
not  surprised  when  the  examiner,  in  the  kindest  possible  way, 
told  him  that  he  could  go  no  further.  I  had  the  same  pre- 
scription a  minute  later,  as  follows  : — 

Ac.  sulph.  dil.       ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Quin.  sulph.         ...    gr.  xx. 

Syr.  aurant.  ...       ...       ...  Jss. 

Aq.  font,  ad    3vj- 

v    Sig. :  C.  sext.  part.  q.  hor. 

This,  and  another  one  equally'simple,  together  with  the  doses 
of  arsenic,  morphine,  strychnine,  opium,  and  aconite,  I  rolled 
off  to  Mr.  Taylor's  satisfaction,  and  after  sitting  down  for  a 
few  seconds  I  was  called  to  Mr.  Wright  for  materia  medica. 
The  long  table  along  the  wall  at  the  far  end  of  the  Hall 
looked  imposing  with  its  piles  of  specimen-drawers.  This 
genial  examiner  showed  me  exceptional  courtesy,  and  more 
than  once  helped  me  to  rectify  a  too  hasty  answer.  He 
showed  me  for  recognition  scammony,  jalap  and  their  resins, 
guaiacum  resin,  three  varieties  of  aloes,  myrrh,  pale  and 
black  catechu,  kino,  copaiba  balsam,  aconite-root  (two  kinds), 
and  belladonna-root.  I  was  asked  the  active  constituents  of 
the  above,  the  percentage  of  resin  in  the  first  two,  and  the 
solubility  of  the  same.  Among  other  questions  were  the  fol- 
lowing: Which  aloes  is  official  .'  What  is  the  nature  of  a 
gum  resin  ?  Would  a  solution  of  a  gum  resin  be  acid, 
neutral,  or  alkaline  ?  Which  catechu  is  official  ?  How  is  it 
obtained  ?  What  is  it  ?  What  is  kino  ?  What  other  roots 
may  be  comfounded  with  belladonna-root  ?  What  is  the 
percentage  of  active  constituent  in  coca,  henbane,  stramon- 
ium, and  belladonna-leaves  ?  How  many  kinds  of  aconitine 
do  you  know  1  What  are  their  chemical  names?  Point  out 
on  the  map  whence  we  obtain  nutmegs,  copaiba,  cinchona, 
buchu,  jaborandi,  litmus,  and  santonin. 

All  this  lasted  some  fifteen  minutes,  and  a  brief  rest  was 
welcome  until  a  vacancy  occurred  at  Mr.  Arkinstall's  table. 
He  was  provided  with  sundry  unlabelled  bottles,  jars,  and 
gallipots,  and  he  told  me  to  identify  some  of  the  contents. 
These  were  sal  volatile,  spirit  (or  essence)  of  peppermint, 
glycerine  of  tragacanth,  compound  extract  of  colocynth,  an 
extract  which  I  could  not  identify,  and  a  colourless  liquid 
which  I  called  paraldehyde — though  the  last-named  was 
sweet  nitre.  Mr.  Arkinstall  was  the  essence  of  kindness,  and 
asked  me  to  explain  the  difference  between  ebullition  and 
evaporation,  lixiviation,  levigation,  and  elutriation,  fractional 
and  destructive  distillation.  He  asked  me,.  What  is  dialysis  ? 
How  do  you  make  sweet  nitre  ?  Name  any  precautions  that 
are  necessary.  What  apparatus  would  you  use  ?  Have  you 
ever  made  it  ?  An  affirmative  answer  brought  forth  com- 
mendation which  encouraged  me  to  reply  with  more  confid- 
ence to  the  remaining  questions.  How  do  you  prepare 
phosphorated  oil,  sal  volatile,  and  solution  of  cocaine  ?  What 
is  the  difference  between  the  compound  pill  of  colocynth  and 
the  compound  extract  1  li  Does  not  the  extract  contain 
soap  !  "  said  he  ;  "  at  least  it  used  to."  As  I  had  the  temerity 
to  think  otherwise,  he  smilingly  put  out  his  arm  for  the  B.P. 
I  quietly  admitted  that  it  did  contain  soap,  as  it  is  always 
an  unequal  fight  when  a  flea  quarrels  with  an  elephant. 
After  giving  the  strengths  of  the  tincture  and  extract  of 
opium,  morphia  suppositories,  and  solution  of  cocaine,  I  was 
once  more  told  to  sit  down. 

In  my  next  subject,  botany,  Mr.  Holmes  eave  me  two 
microscopic  specimens  for  identification.     These  were  a 


transverse  section  of  a  leaf  and  a  dicotyledonous  stem.  I 
then  described  them  in  detail,  identified  three  plants — ■ 
aconite,  belladonna,  and  fool's  parsley,  and  distinguished 
between  the  last-named  and  hemlock.  I  was  asked  what 
was  the  food  of  plants  whence  it  came  1  which  elements  were 
indispensable  ?  and  for  what  purpose?  What  is  chlorophyll  .' 
Explain  its  functions  ?  Where  is  starch  formed  ?  Show  by 
equations  how  it  may  be  formed  in  leaves.  Can  it  be  formed 
elsewhere  in  plants  ?  How  does  a  stem  increase  in  thick- 
ness ?  What  is  the  function  of  prickles  ?  What  is  respira- 
tion ?  Is  it  the  same  in  plants  as  in  animals  ?  Are  you  sure 
of  this  ?  An  answer  in  the  affirmative  gave  satisfaction. 
"  You  may  sit  down,"  said  Mr.  Holmes. 

My  last  move  was  into  the  larger  dispensary.  Mr.  Edmund 
White  took  me  entirely  upon  organic  chemistry.  What  is 
methane  ?  Where  does  it  occur  in  Nature  ?  What  is  a 
saturated  compound  .'  Mention  an  unsaturated  compound. 
Distinguish  between  addition  and  substitution  products. 
What  groups  are  generally  found  in  acids  and  in  alcohols  ? 
How  would  you  prepare  methyl  alcohol  ?  What  is  the  pro- 
duct when  you  oxidise  alcohol  1  What  is  an  aldehyde  ? 
Give  an  example.  Calculate  the  weight  in  grammes  of  CO.,, 
produced  by  the  combustion  of  1  litre  of  marsh-gas.  These 
and  a  few  more  questions  of  a  similar  type  completed  the 
ordeal,  and  after  my  marks  had  been  totted  up,  Mr.  Taylor 
cordially  congratulated  me  on  my  success,  and  hoped  that  I 
should  come  up  in  due  course  for  the  Major. 


THE    EDINBURGH  MINOR. 

By  ax  English  Candidate. 

Being  one  of  the  thirty-six  survivors  of  the  carnage  last 
week  in  Edinburgh  (the  October  examination),  I  thought 
it  might  interest  some  of  your  readers  if  I  related  my 
experiences. 

After  due  intimation  and  half  an  hour's  waiting  in  the 
back  lane  near  York  Place,  I  found  myself,  with  about  two 
dozen  more  or  less  nervous  individuals,  duly  seated  on  the 
"  funking-chairs,"  and  told  off  to  practical  chemistry  under 
Professor  Gibson.  At  my  bench  lay  a  powder  which,  after 
about  an  hour's  testing,  I  proved  to  be  barium  sulphate. 
My  preliminary  testing  led  me  to  think  it  was  alumina,  as 
many  a  fellow  to  his  sorrow  returned  it,  the  reason  being 
that  it  had  an  impurity  of  NaXO.,,  which  masked  the  flame, 
and  as  it  was  freshly  precipitated,  it  dissolved  readily  in 
strong  H._,SOj.  Next  I  had  to  take  the  s  g.  of  a  liquid,  and 
getting  a  wretched  balance,  with  a  ten  minutes'  lecture  on 
the  theory  of  the  same  thrown  in  as  an  extra,  I  took  a  long 
time,  and  was  informed  I  had  only  made  a  poor  estimation. 
After  that  I  had  a  solution  of  As„03  to  estimate,  and  on 
finishing  it  my  time  was  up  and  my  first  subject  over,  I  being 
by  no  means  satisfied. 

After  lunch  I  presented  myself  for  dispensing,  under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  Davidson.  My  paper,  I  think,  was  set  mainly 
for  the  calculations,  and  was  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Make  exactly  2  fl.  oz.  of  liq.  ferri  pernitratis,  B.P. 

(2)  Make  exactly  1  oz.  ung.  plumbi  iodid. 

(Make  your  own  ung.  simplicis.) 

(3)  Creta  ppt   Sj- 
Bismuth.  carb.         ...       ...       ...  5j. 

P.  aromat.     ...       ...       ...       ...  9j. 

Tr.  catechu   5'j- 

Tr.  camph.  co.         ...       ...       ...  5iss. 

Aq.  cimiam.  ad        ...       ...       ...  §iv. 

M.    Ft.  m. 
Cap.  coch.  med.  bis  terve  die. 

(4)  P.  aloes      gr.  j. 

P.  capsici  ...       ...  ...       ...  gr.  j. 

P.rhei  ...       ...  ....       ...  gr.  ij. 

Ext.  gent.  ...       ...  ...       ...  gr.  ss. 

M.    Ft.  pil.    Mitte  xviij.  Silver. 

(5)  Menthol.       ...    ...  1  per  cent. 

Thymol.    1  per  cent 

01.  eucalypt.  ...       ...    3  percent. 

01.  pini  sylvesi   ...  3  per  C3nt. 

Tr.  benz.  co.  al       ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Make  a  spray  for  the  thro.it. 

I  did  not  suspend  the  mixture,  used  prepared  chalk  and 
pulv.  cinnam  co.    In  No.  5  I  calculated  on  the  solids  4375 
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gr.  to  the  fl.  §j.,and  on  the  liquid  oils  480  min.  Mr.  David- 
son asked  me  what  I  would  have  done  had  he  ordered  a  true 
percentage.  I  replied,  weigh  everything,  li  which."  he  said, 
"  was  correct." 

The  same  night  I  had  notice  to  present  myself  for  the  oral, 
and  found  myself  one  of  eleven  survivors. 

My  first  subject  was  theoretical  chemistry  under  Mr. 
Maben,  who  took  me  through  sulphur,  its  allotropic  forms, 
precipitated  sulphur,  H2S,  H2S2,  CS,,  SO,,  S03.  H,S03.  H,S04 
(commercial  process),  and  Nordhausen  sulphuric  acid, 
H„S203.  Does  it  exist?  Also  "hypo" — preparation  and 
properties.  Then  the  laws  of  Gay  Lussac  and  Boyle,  with  a 
calculation  on  them  ;  and,  finally,  the  ultimate  analysis  of 
C,  H,  O,  and  N,  after  which  I  was  told  to  resume  my  seat. 

Pharmacy,  under  Mr.  Nesbit,  was  the  next  item,  and  that 
gentleman  kept  me  about  thirty  minutes  whilst  he  raked  the 
B  P.  fore  and  aft,  dipping  into  everything — dialysis,  macera- 
tion, percolation,  distillation,  sublimation,  estimation  of  nux 
vomica,  and  a  fair  overhauling  of  methods  and  strengths  of 
preparations,  together  with  the  poisons  law. 

Prescription-reading,  under  Mr.  Sutherland,  was  an  easy 
stage,  the  only  unusual  dose,  being  2  gr.  ext.  nuc.  vom.  in  a 
pill  to  be  taken  three  times  daily.  I  had,  however,  a  goodly 
number  of  doses  to  reel  off. 

Materia  medica  was  the  fourth  subject,  and  the  one  of  which 
I  felt  doubtful,  recognition  being  only  moderate,  so  that  I 
had  a  wholesome  dread  of  Mr.  Fraser  and  his  abominable 
gums.  Imagine  my  delight  when  I  found  that  gentleman 
busily  engaged  with  another  man,  and  that  Mr.  Maben  was  told 
off  to  keep  me  going.  He  gave  me  about  twenty  specimens 
to  recognise,  and  gave  me  a  thorough  sweating  on  active 


almonds  ?  What  is  it  ?  How  free  it  from  HCn  ?  How  get 
beberine  sulphate  1  What  else  is  nectandra-wood  used  for  ? — 
and  I  scratched  my  cranium,  but  nothing  would  come,  when* 
he  smilingly  added,  "  Fishing-rods."  Then  I  was  asked,  what 
is  an  alkaloid,  a  glucoside,  a  fixed  oil  and  a  volatile  oil  1 

My  last  subject  was  botany  (Professor  Balfour).  1  had  two. 
slides  for  recognition — one  a  transverse  section  of  a  flower- 
bud  showing  ovary  with  axile  placentation,  anthers,  showing 
four  loculi,  tapetum  layer,  and  central  bundle;  the  other  a 
transverse  section  of  a  monocotyledonous  stem,  with  concen- 
tric bundles.  The  professor  then  took  me  on  concentric  and 
collateral  bundles,  then  a  tunicated  bulb,  a  scaly  bulb,  a 
rhizome,  a  stem  with  lenticels,  and  the  functions  and 
differentiations  of  each.  I  had  several  official  plants — yew,, 
with  aril  and  seed,  broom,  yarrow  ;  asked  me  what  each  head 
was  (a  capitulum)  (six  men  were  spun  for  calling  it  a> 
single  flower).  I  then  had  a  few  plants  to  describe  and 
classify,  note  the  peculiarities  of  the  stamens  of  the  mallow, 
then  how  the  Leguminosce  absorb  the  nitrogen — which  latter- 
pleased  him,  as  it  was  not  in  the  syllabus,  so  he  said  ;  and 
that  finished,  the  exam.  In  a  few  minutes  I  had  the  usual1 
hand-shakes,  my  certificate,  and — well,  you  can  guess  the- 
rest. 

I  found  the  examiners  courteous,  gentlemanly,  fair,  but. 
very  thorough,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  it  was  my  first  attempt. 


A  PHARMACEUTICAL  EXAMINATION  IN  CHICAGO. 

The  following  notes  have  been  sent  to  us  by  an  English 
chemist  and  druggist  who  passed  the  British  Minor  in  1895 


JUL 


j&uMp6iv&.  e!Ke6)/eMMM0>®ir«pj,<  /fa&rt/t&i w$>t>tf'M*mtt St*  rp//t/fw////!/Utrm//tM<£dii$eHd6-4ZMtit ,jp/p  p/ 
/tedii^&ftf-pj.,  //esdcasiisi  anaf&edev/j  from  the date hereof; until  the  thirty  first  day  of 
Ii<Bceinlyerl807^'A^K^^/f/ib'//^ea//^  °  K:J 

s  Certificate  is  nsvocahlE  farlhe  causes  specified  in  the  jawtanJ  must  be  conspicuously  exposed  in  Itie  Pharmacy  to  which  if  applies. 


Attest. 


yy  VICE  PRESiDFJ 


Reduced  Facsimile  op  the  Annual  Ceeticate  Supplied  to  every  Registered  Pharmacist  entitled  to  keep  open  Shop  in: 

the  State  of  Illinois,  U.S. 


principles  and  alkaloidal  extractions,  which  suited  me  im- 
mensely as — Percentage  of  atropine  in  belladonna  leaf  and 
root  1  How  ext  ract  it  ?  How  separate  brucine  from  strychnine  ? 
What  becomes  of  igasuric  acid  1    How  get  essential  oil  of 


an  1  the  Chicago  examination  as  a  registered  pharmacist  in. 
1896 :— 

First  (he  says)  I  had  to  furnish  satisfactory  proof  of 
having  had  four  years'  practical  experience  in  the  drug- 
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trade.  Next  I  was  required  to  pay  the  fee  of  #5 
(which  fee,  by  the  way,  is  returned  to  unsuccessful  candi- 
dates). Then  I  was  summoned  to  appear  at  the  State  Board  of 
Pharmacy  Examination  Hall,  Thirty-ninth  Street,  at  10  a.m. 
The  candidates  numbered  about  150,  and  a  more  cosmo- 
politan crowd  it  would  be  difficult  to  find.  There  were 
Germans,  Greeks,  Swedes,  Russians  (one  who  had  served  five 
years  in  Siberia),  Yankees,  and  English,  and  even  a  "  coloured 
boy."  We  were  too  many  to  be  handled  at  once,  so  some 
were  told  off  to  re-appear  next  day. 

The  first  item  on  the  programme  was  a  paper  on  pharmacy. 
The  paper  contained  twenty  questions,  and  the  answers  were 
to  be  given  in  writing.  Among  those  which  I  remember 
were  : — 

Why  is  the  herb  mentha  used  in  making  spt.  menth.  pip.  ? 

In  percolation  is  there  any  relation  between  the  quantity 
of  ingredients  and  the  speed  of  the  process  1 

Give  the  source  of  cream  of  tartar.  What  percentage  of 
impurity  may  it  contain  ? 

A  slight  knowledge  of  the  U.S.P.  was  necessary. 

The  paper  on  theoretical  chemistry  also  contained  twenty 
questions,  most  of  them  ridiculously  easy.  I  recollect  the 
following : — What  two  gases  combine  to  make  a  solid  ? 
What  metals  are  most  readily  oxidised  ?  Differentiate 
between  metals  and  non-metals.  Give  the  formula  of 
ferrous  sulphate. 

Next  came  identification.  Twenty  specimens  were  set  before 
me,  comprising  salts,  roots,  herbs,  &c,  two  of  which  I  failed  to 
recognise.  They  were  probably  drugs  of  American  origin, 
and  at  that  time  I  had  had  no  experience  in  the  States.  Only 
the  official  names  were  required,  no  botanical  names,  natural 
orders,  or  habitats. 

There  was  a  considerable  amount  of  waiting  between  the 
subjects.  I  think  I  put  in  an  appearance  on  three  consecu- 
.tive  days.  The  examiners  were  very  free  and  affable, 
enjoying  now  and  again  a  proffered  cigar. 

The  dispensing-room  was  a  poor  apology  for  such.  I  had 
to  dispense  the  following  four  prescriptions.  The  paper  was 
headed  thus : — 

Tims  allowed  one  hour. 
The  quantities  used  anl  methods  employed  to  bs  stated. 

(1)  Pulv.  rhei      ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  iij. 

01.  menth.  p.  ...       ...       ...  itij. 

Ft.  pil.     Mitte  vj. 

Sig. :  One  at  night. 

For  these  I  used  a  little  soap  and  glucose,  but  they  were  a 
tiifle  soft. 

(2)  Pot.  bichrom.   gr.  £ 

Sac.  laetis     ...       ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Ft.  trit.    Divid.  in  chart  No.  xij. 
Sig. :  j.  every  three  hour;. 

(3)  Ung.  hydrarg.  iod.  rub.,  U.S.P.  ...  5j. 
The  ointment. 

The  U.S  P.  was  not  provided,  so  that  this  had  to  be  made 
from  memory.  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  remember  the 
formula. 

(4)  01.  terebinth  5j. 

Aq.  ad   5j. 

Ft.  emulsio  secund.  artem. 
Sig. :  5j.  t.i.d. 

Having  but  little  time  left,  I  used  tragacanth,  adding  it  first 
to  the  turpentine. 

Only  the  oral  now  remained.  I  was  seated  before  Dr. 
Schmidt.  "Is  this  the  subject  of  Queen  Victoria  ? "  asked 
one  of  the  other  examiners.  I  rose  and  replied,  "  I  have  that 
honour."  The  Doctor  then  proceeded.  Why  had  I  used 
tragacanth  for  the  turpentine  emulsion  ?  Because  it  was 
the  quickest  p  ocess,  and  my  time  was  limited.  Did  I  con- 
sider it  as  good  as  acacia?  "No."  He  advised  acacia. 
"  What  is  an  alkaloid  ?  "  "  And  a  glucoside  ?  "  "  Name 
some  glucosides."  Santonin  and  digitalin  were  named  by 
me.  "  What  is  the  source  of  digitalin  ? "  "  Give  its 
botanical  name."  "  What  is  santonin  given  for  ? "  "  In 
what  doses  1 "  "  Name  the  alkaloids  of  opium."  "  Dose  of 
morphine  ?  "  "  Codeine  1 "  In  the  latter  answer  he  said  I 
was  too  careful— I  had  split  a  grain. 


He  gave  me  several  prescriptions  to  read  and  comment  on. 
if  necessary.  I  detected  an  overdose  of  strychnine,  and 
was  asked  if  I  would  dispense  it.  I  said,  "  No."  He  seemed' 
satisfied,  and  said,  "  That  will  do."  I  had  not  to  wait  long- 
before  the  Secretary  told  me  that  I  was  a  R  Ph. 

Fifty  per  cent,  of  marks  entitles  a  candidate  to  be  an- 
assistant  pharmacist;  75  per  cent,  is  required  for  full  regis- 
tration. Only  the  latter  permits  the  holder  to  open  or~ 
manage  a  drug-store.  In  every  case  his  certificate  has  to  be 
displayed  in  a  conspicuous  place,  and  his  name  put  over  the- 
door.  It  is  therefore  not  easy,  if  possible  at  all,  to  evade- 
the  authorities. 

To  sell  poisons  and  dispense  the  Assistant's  Registration  at 
least  must  be  acquired,  and  without  "papers,"  as  the  certifi  - 
cates are  called,  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  get  employment. 
English  qualifications  go  fo-  naught.  The  average  wage  is- 
high,  but  the  hours  are  long — often  fifteen  and  sixteen  hours 
per  day  being  demanded,  Sundays  included.  For  my  part  P 
prefer  Old  England. 


NAVAL  DISPENSERSHIPS  EXAMINATION. 

As  was  duly  reported  in  our  columns,  an  open  competition' 
was  held  last  month  for  the  situation  of  dispenser  in  H.M. 
Naval  Hospitals.  From  10  A.M.  to  1  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  Septem- 
ber 7,  the  candidates  were  required  to  answer  the  subjoined 
six  questions  in  materia  medica  (1),  and  from  2  to  5  they 
had  No.  2  paper  on  the  same  subject.  On  the  day  following" 
the  questions  in  pharmaceutical  chemistry  were  answered 
between  10  A.M.  and  1  P.M.  Besides  these  subjects  two 
others  were  taken  viva  voce — -viz.  (1)  Recognition  of  chemicals- 
and  drugs  employed  in  medicine  ;  and  (2)  practical  pharmacy, 
reading  of  prescriptions,  and  detection  of  errors  in  prescrib- 
ing. The  following  are  the  questions  which  were  given  for 
the  written  portion: — 

Pharmaceutical  Chemistry. 

1.  State  how  you  would  prepare,  and  give  the  chemical  compo- 
sition and  the  chief  physical  and  chemical  properties  of,  any  three- 
of  the  following  substances  : — Antimonium  sulphuratuni,  hydrar- 
gyrum ammoniatum,  bismuthi  subnitras,  magnesia  levis,  liquor 
ferri  dialysatum. 

2.  Zinc  sulphate,  magnesia  sulphate,  and  oxalic  acid  resemble- 
one  another  so  closely  as  to  be  practically  indistinguishable  in 
appearance.    By  what  chemical  tests  would  you  identify  them. 

3.  By  what  prescribed  tests  would  you  prove  the  purity  of  the- 
following  drugs : — Potassium  iodide,  calomel,  alum,  acetic  acid,, 
ferrum  redactum  ?    Explain  your  tests. 

4.  A  sample  of  toilet  powder  is  said  to  contain  arsenic.  Describe- 
two  methods  by  which  you  would  prove  the  truth  or  otherwise  of" 
this  assertion. 

5.  State  what  alkaloids  are  present  in  the  following  plants : — 
Tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  tobacco,  deadly  nightshade,  hemlock,  monks- 
hood. How  would  you  recognise-  these  alkaloids  in  a  state  of 
purity? 

6.  What  are  the  characteristic  chemical  reactions  of  morphine  T 
How  would  you  estimate  the  amount  of  morphine  in  a  given 
sample  of  opium  ? 

7.  What  is  chloral  hydrate  ?  How  can  chloroform  be  obtained' 
from  it '?  Give  the  physical  and  chemical  properties  of  these  two 
substances,  and  state  how  you  would  prepare  them. 

8.  By  what  reactions  would  you  detect  (a)  gallic  acid,  (&)  tannic 
acid,  (c)  salicylic  acid,  (</)  carbolic  acid  ? 

9.  To  what  class  of  substances  do  the  following  belong : — 
Diastase,  emulsin,  pepsin  '?  State  briefly  what  you  know  about 
them. 

10.  State  how  you  determine  volumetrically  the  strength  of  a- 
solution  of  the  following  substances  respectively  : — Prussic  acid., 
caustic  soda,  iodine. 

Materia  Medica  (1). 

1.  What  is  an  infusion  and  how  does  it  differ  from  a  decoction  5* 
Give  a  list  of  the  infusions  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  distin- 
guishing between  those  which  are  simple  and  those  which  are- 
compound.    Give  the  dose  of  each. 

2.  Enumerate  the  official  powders  and  pills  containing  opium  or- 
morphine,  and  give  their  composition. 

3.  How  do  alkaloids  differ  from  glucosides?  What  are  the 
chief  liquid  alkaloids  ?  What  are  ptomaines  and  what  is  their 
special  importance  in  chemical  investigations  ? 

4.  What  drugs  are  employed  as  anthelmintics  ?  How  is  the 
extractum  filicis  liquidum  prepared  ?  In  what  doses  and  with 
what  precautions  should  it  be  employed  ? 

5.  What  is  understood  by  the  term  "  tolerance  "  as  applied  to 
the  habitual  use  of  certain  drugs  ?  Discuss  the  subject  fully,  and 
give  examples,  entering  into  details  in  each  case. 
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6.  What  is  the  usual  mode  of  administering  the  following 
drugs : — Permanganate  of  potassium,  nitro-glyeerine,  nitrite  of 
amyl,  pure  terebene,  apomorphine,  tar,  chloral  hydrate,  and 
cajuput. 

Matebia  Medica  (2). 

X.  Prepare  a  list  of  drugs  which  are  commonly  given  hypoder- 
mically.  Mention  the  origin  of  each,  the  dose  in  which  it  is  used, 
and  the  objects  with  which  it  is  employed. 

2.  What  are  the  chief  antiseptics '?  Discuss  the  relative  merits 
•of  the  most  important,  and  indicate  any  untoward  results  which 
may  follow  the  too  liberal  application  of  any  of  them. 

3.  What  are  the  symptoms  of  an  overdose  of  opium  ?  What  is 
the  appropriate  treatment  ?  Would  the  use  of  the  stomach-pump 
he  indicated  if  an  excessive  dose  of  morphine  had  been  given 
hypodermically  ? 

4.  Enumerate  the  official  preparations  of  iodine,  giving  the 
composition  and  strength  of  each.  What  do  ;'you  understand  by 
the  term  "  iodism  "  ? 

5.  What  are  the  symptoms  of  chronic  lead-poisoning  ?  In  what 
different  ways  is  lead  commonly  introduced  into  the  system '? 
What  circumstances  influence  the  action  of  drinking-water  on 
lead? 

6.  In  what  forms  and  for  what  purposes  is  alcohol  employed  in 
medicine  ?  Give  approximately  the  percentage  of  spirit  contained 
in  different  alcoholic  beverages. 

The  maximum  of  marks  obtainable  in  each  subject  is  300. 
Only  two  candidates  presented  themselves  for  examination, 
and  each  of  them  failed  in  all  the  subjects,  which  is  aston- 
ishing considering  the  nature  of  the  examination,  and  that 
both  the  candidates  were  registered  as  chemists,  one  in  Great 
Britain  the  other  in  Ireland.  The  pay  begins  at  about  10C/. 
a  year,  with  quarters. 

We  are  indebted  to  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  for  the  questions,  which  have  been  published, 
along  with  the  regulations,  in  ajpamphlet  obtainable  from  the 
Queen's  printers,  or  through  any  bookseller,  price  Qd. 


Ifafcs  from  iiefo. 


THERE  are  at  present  flowering  in  the  glass-houses  of  the 
Royal  Gardens,  Kew,  two  plants  which  have  more  or  less 
interest  to  the  pharmacist,  the  first  more  so  than  the  second, 
though  the  second  is  by  far  the  rarer  of  the  two. 

The  squill  (  Urginea  Scilla)  is  not  a  showy  plant,  or  one  that 
would  recommend  itself  for  general  culture  as  a  decorative 
plant,  but  it  is  fairly  well  known  among  European  plants, 
while  the  grass-gum  tree  (Xantliorrlicea,  quadrangulata)  is 
not  only  weird  in  its  general  appearance,  but  is  far  from 
common  in  a  growing  state  on  this  side  of  the  globe,  being 
found  only  in  Australia. 

Though  these  two  plants  belong  to  orders  very  closed  allied 
to  each  other — namely,  Liliacea  and  respectively — 

they  are  very  dissimilar  in  outward  appearance.  The  squill 
forms  a  large  fleshy  bulb,  nearly  globular,  and  measuring  4  to  6 
inches  across.  The  flowersarelaxly  arranged  on  a  long,  slender, 
erect  spike,  running  up  to  a  height  of  from  1  foot  to  foot. 
The  spike  of  the  Kew  plant  is  columnar  in  shape,  and  runs  up 
to  a  height  of  nearly  3  feet.  The  plant  is  found  in  dry,  sandy 
places  along  the  seashore  in  most  parts  of  the  Mediterranean 
district,  and  is  also  abundant  in  Southern  Spain.  It  also 
grows  in  Portugal,  Morocco,  Algeria,  Corsica,  Italy,  Dalmatia, 
Greece,  Syria,  and  Southern  France,  the  Canary  Islands, 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  &c.  The  plant  was  first  cultivated  in 
this  country  in  1629.  It  is  of  a  very  variable  character,  and 
the  bulbs  differ  much  in  size  and  colour.  As  seen  in  commerce, 
after  being  divested  of  its  dry,  membranous  scales  and  cut 
into  slices,  it  is  of  a  yellowish-white  colour,  somewhat 
translucent,  brittle  when  quite  dry,  and  tough  when  moist. 
For  preparation  for  the  market  the  bulbs  are  usually  collected 
in  August,  freed  from  the  outer  scales,  and  cut  transversely 
into  thin  slices,  which  are  dried  in  the  sun.  In  the  process 
of  drying  a  bulb  loses  on  an  average  about  four-fifths  of  its 
weight.  The  grass-gum  tree  (Xantliorrhcea  quadrangulata) 
at  present  in  flower  at  Kew  is  not  one  of  the  important 
species  from  an  economic  point  of  view.  It  is  nevertheless 
an  interesting  plant,  and  bears  a  strong  family  likeness  to 
the  species  which  yield  the  grass-tree  gum,  or,  as  it  is  some- 
times called,  gum  accroides,  which  is  the  produce  of 
X.  arhorea,  X.  australis,  X.  hastilis,  and  X.  Tateana.  The 


first  and  third  of  these  are  found  in  New  South  Wales  and 
Queensland,  the  second  in  Tasmania  and  Victoria,  and  the 
fourth  on  Kangaroo  Island,  South  Australia.  These  singular 
plants  produce  trunk-like  stems,  the  outer  circumference  of 
which  is  built  up  of  the  bases  of  the  grass-like  leaves  which 
form  a  feathery  crown  at  the  top.  The  resin  is  secreted  on 
the  outside  of  the  stem,  often  in  thick  masses,  covering  the 
leaf-bases,  and  the  whole  stem  is  often  blackened  by  the 
action  of  forest  fires.  A  common  name  for  the  plants  in 
Australia  is  "  black  boy,"  from  a  fancied  resemblance  in  the 
distance  to  an  Aboriginal.  The  flower-spike  is  a  remarkable 
object,  shooting  from  the  centre  of  the  crown  of  leaves  in  a 
perfectly  upright  manner,  having  the  appearance  of  a  spear, 
and  sometimes  attaining  a  height  of  6  feet. 

Marden,  in  his  "  Useful  Native  Plants  of  Australia,"  gives  a 


Ukgixea  Scilla  (flower-stalk  half  natural  size). 

very  interesting  account  of  these  singular  trees  and  their 
resinous  products,  from  which  we  gather  the  following : — As 
usually  found  in  commerce,  grass-tree  gum  is  in  very  small 
pieces,  or  else  the  small  pieces  are  aggregated,  forming  a 
pliable  mass.  In  this  state  it  is  more  or  less  impure,  being 
mixed  with  soil  and  fragments  of  the  yellowish  basis  of  the 
leaves.  After  a  bush-fire  has  passed  over  grass-trees,  the 
heat  causes  the  resin  to  run  into  more  or  less  spherical 
masses,  and  these  masses  can  be  picked  out  either  from  the 
interior  of  the  charred  stump  or  from  the  ground  at  the 
place  where  a  grass-tree  once  grew.  Such  masses  present 
the  resin  in  a  very  pure  form,  but  collecting  in  this  way 
would  entail  too  much  labour  to  be  profitable  commercially. 
The  ordinary  method  is  to  break  up  the  grass-tree  stumps 
and  subject  the  fragments  to  rough  winnowing  and  washing. 
The  resin  is  in  very  small  demand,  the  ordinary  retail  price 
being  from  id.  to  6d.  per  lb.  in  Sydney,  and  the  wholesale 
price  of  course  much  less.  It  is  chiefly  used  for  colouiing 
varnishe',  and  is  bought  by  European  and  ChintS3  workmen 
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— chiefly  the  latter — to  stain  wood  in  imitation  of  cedar,  and 
also  for  making  an  inferior  French  polish.  Abundance  of 
picric  acid  can  be  obtained  from  it,  but  this  substance  can 
be  much  more  cheaply  made  from  coal-tar.  At  one  time 
many  storekeepers  in  the  colonies  eagerly  bought  up  grass- 
tree  gum  with  the  view  of  exporting  it  to  England,  but  they 
have  had  their  stock  on  hand  in  some  cases  for  fifteen  or 
twenty  years. 

The  usual  method  of  collecting  grass-tree  gum  in  Australia 
is  to  hack  down  the  stems  of  the  grass-trees,  after  which  they 
are  broken  into  convenient  pieces  and  allowed  to  fall  into  a 


XaXTHOBBHCEA  QUADBAXGULATA. 


sheet.  A  stout  stick  or  flail  completes  the  work  of  disinte 
gration.  The  substance  is  then  passed  through  a  sieve, 
which  retains  a  large  part  of  the  ligneous  portions.  A  gentle 
breeze  is  sufficient  to  winnow  what  has  passed  through,  but 
it  usually  arrives  in  Sydney  having  been  subjected  to  no 
winnowing  process.  Some  fine  masses  of  this  resin  are  con- 
tained in  Museum  No.  2  of  the  Royal  Gardens,  Kew.  Those 
who  wish  to  see  the  plants  in  flower  should  visit  Kew  before 
October  26,  as  the  blooms  are  on  the  wane. 

Dutch  Courage. — Students  who  suffer  from  nervous 
asthenia,  w  hich  paralyses  their  faculties,  and  causes  them 
to  lose  the  thread  of  their  ideas,  are  recommended,  on  the 
advice  of  an  American  physician,  to  take  10  drops  of 
gelsemium  three  times  a  day.  An  English  doctor  also  pre- 
s  cribes  from  5  to  6  drops  of  wine  of  opium  as  a  "  cure  "  for 
stage-fright.  This  is  guaranteed  to  give  the  most  timid 
actress  the  self-possession  of  a  Sarah  Bernhardt. 


^ofanicul  Competition. 


IN  our  Summer  number,  July  31,  we  offered  a  guinea  to 
anyone  who  would  name  the  medicinal  plants  which 
were  represented  on  the  back  of  the  cover.  The  border  was 
designed  by  an  artist  who  reproduced  the  flowers  from 
living  specimens  which  were  growing  in  Kew  Gardens  in 
the  month  of  June.  He  did  nbt  confine  himself  to  indigenous 
plants,  and  in  that  fact  lay  the  difficulty  of  recognising  the 
reproduced  flowers.  Altogether  twenty-six  different  genera 
are  represented  in  the  border.  We  name  them,  beginning 
with  the  familiar  Theohroma  Cacao  on  the  top  left-hand  side, 
and  going  round  to  the  opposite  corner : — 


1.  Theobroma  Cocao 

2.  Eugenia  caryophyllata 

3.  Cassia  augustifolia 

4.  Amygdalus  communis 

5.  Cornus  florida 

6.  Arnica  montana 

7.  Aconitum  Napellus 

8.  Datura  Stramonium 

9.  Iris  germanica 

10.  Rosa  gallica 

11.  Convolvulus  scammonia 

12.  Atropa  Belladonna 

13.  Helleborus  niger 


14.  Hyoscyamus  niger 

15.  Exogonium  purga 

16.  Cepliselis  ipecacuanha 

17.  Anthemis  nobilis 

18.  Podophyllum  peltatum 

19.  Digitalis  purpurea 

20.  Linum  usitatissimum 

21.  Papaver  somniferum 

22.  Gentiana  lutea 

23.  A  vena  sativa 

24.  Evythroxy]o7i  coca 

25.  Cinchona  calisaya 

26.  Punica  granatum 


Those  who  are  studying  for  the  Minor  and  Major  should 
examine  the  page  carefully ;  it  is  sure  to  come  in  useful  to 
them. 

We  did  not  expect  many  replies,  and  have  been  agreeably 
surprised  to  get  a  fair  number,  and  to  find  that  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  competitors  named  more  than  half'  of  the 
flowers,  which  is  satisfactory  considering  the  number  which 
cannot  be  called  familiar.  It  is  also  a  tribute  to  the  faith- 
fulness of  the  reproduction  by  the  three-block  printing-pro- 
cess that  one  competitor  names  twenty-four  of  the  flowers, 
only  failing  in  No.  5,  which  he  has  called  Rosa  eanina,  and 
No.  16  (according  to  him  Carum  caniX).  This  competitor  is 
Mr.  J.  H.  Long,  32  Grove  Road,  Brixton,  S.W.,  an  assistant  to 
Messrs.  Hodgkinsons,  Clarke  &  Ward.  To  him  we  award  the 
guinea  which  was  offered. 

Two  competitors  name  twenty-three  of  the  flowers 
correctly,  viz. : — 

Mr.  B.  H.  Butler,  London  Road,  Reading. 

Miss  Mary  Kent,  32  Spilsby  Road,  Boston,  Lanes. 

To  them  we  award  5.s.  each.  Miss  Kent  has  not  yet  reached 
her  teens,  and,  as  far  as  we  can  remember,  she  is  the 
youngest  competitor  we  have  ever  had. 


Jnuj-btrs*  Comjjilition. 

WE  had  hoped  to  have  found  room  for  a  few  more  of  the 
verses  sent  in  for  one  of  our  summer  competitions, 
but  there  were  no  others  than  those  quoted  which  had  any 
chance  of  the  prize.  An  examination  of  those  printed  shows 
no  serious  competitor  with  the  verse  sent  by 

Mr.  Wm.  Chalmees.  50  Hawthorne  Road,  Bootle, 
Liverpool, 

on  "  KC103,"  which  not  only  meets  the  requirements  of  the 
competition,  but  has  a  musical  ring  with  it.  It  runs- 
thus : — 

You  can  use  it  for  a  gargle,  you  can  use  it  for  the  gums, 

It's  a  remedy  for  vesical  catarrh 
Heat  your  acid  and  your  oxide,  until  all  the  chlorine  comes 

Through  your  lime  and  potass,  carb. — and  there  you  are ! 

We  award,  besides,  5s.  each  to  Mr.  C.  Bell,  Nunhead,  for 
his  verse  on  "  Cochineal  "  (July  31. 1897),  and  to  "  C,"  Dundee 
(Mr.  C.  Cummings),  for  his  verse  entitled  "  Lactuca." 

Doctor  :  "  Hullo,  what  are  yon  doing  in  this  part  of  the 
town  and  at  this  time  of  night .'  Going  to  draw  up  anybody's 
will?"  Solicitor:  "No;  I  was  quite  unaware  that  you-'hat1. 
any  patient  here."  ■         _    -  . 

C  : 
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&     NEW  SIZE. 


ELLIHAN'S 


1"' EMBROCATION 


119,  10  par  seat .  Heconnt  upon  gross  lots,  or  assorted  In  gen  ere!  order. 


ELL1MAN,  SONS  &  CO.,  SLOUCH,  ENGLAND. 


JOHN  MOSS  &  CO.'S 

PERFECTED  "GALEN" 
ELASTIC  CAPSULES. 

Elegant  in  appearance  and  shape.  Free  from  taste  or 
smell.  Do  not  pit.  Readily  soluble.  Quite  full.  Contents 
pure  and  of  the  highest  quality. 

IN    BVLK    OR  BOXES. 
Customer's  own  Name  and  Address  on  Labels  if  desired. 

Apply  for  Samples  and  Prices  before  Buying  elsewhere, 

THE  GALEN  MAN'F'G  CO.,  Lim. 

Wilson  Street,  New  Cross  Moad,  S.E. 


CO  CATONIC  CHAMPAGNE 


Prepared  and  Bottled  by  the  Growers  at  Bouzy-Reims,  from  the  finest  Natural 

Champagne,  and  the  leaves  of  the  Erythroxylon  Coca,  and  nji  from  Cocaine. 
We  supply  "Coca-Tonic"  Champagne  with  Chemists'  own 
name  on  the  Labels. 
For  priceB  and  particulars,  apply  to  the  Sole  Proprietors — 
HERTZ  &  COLLISGWOOD,  38  Leadenhall  Street,  LONDON,  B.C. 


"  Well  charged  with  gas,  and 
in  every  respect  of  the  very 
best  quality  for  drinking." — 
Percy  F.  Frankland,  B.So., 
F.O.S. 


ELLIS'S 
TABLE 
WATERS 


HORLICK'S 

MALTED  MILK 


FOR 


34  FARRINGDON  ROAD,  E.G. 


Typically  Perfect." 
— Medical  Press. 


"THE    BEST    CAUSE    REQUIRES    A  GOOD 
PLEADER." 

Otherwise  there  would  be  no  need  to  continue 
advertising 

f  Utcbers*  Concentrated  fiiquors. 


Sole  Address —  [1] 

R.  ELLIS  &  SON,  RUTHIN,  NORTH  WALES. 

"London  Agents  :  W.  BEST  &  SONS,  Henrietta  Street,  Cavendish  Square. 

HORA  &  CO. 

47  ;MIN0RIES,  LONDON, 

Special  Agents  for  Finest  Brands 

LIVER  OIL 


Sample  and  Price  on  application,  stating 
quantity  required. 


THE    MINOR  EXAMINATION. 

The  October  examination  results  have  caused  some  con- 
sternation in  various  parts  of  the  country,  because  of  the 
supposed  exceptional  rejections,  73  per  cent,  having  failed 
in  London  and  69  per  cent,  at  Edinburgh.  The  London 
percentage  of  failures  is  certainly  higher  than  has  been 
recorded  during  the  past  five  years'  reckoning  by  the  year  ; 
but  at  Edinburgh,  in  April,  71  per  cent,  of  the  candidates 
failed,  so  that  this  month's  figure  for  that  centre  is  not  a 
record.  The  results,  however,  are  sufficiently  serious  to 
warrant  attention,  and,  as  we  happen  to  print  to-day  the 
experiences  of  several  candidates,  we  have  looked  into  the 
results  of  the  last  five  years'  examinations,  and  find  that 
here  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  percentage  of  failures 
n  Edinburgh,  and  a  fluctuation,  with  a  tendency  upwards, 
:i  London.    The  figures  are:— 
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1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

"Edinburgh 
London  ... 
"ilotal  examined... 

50-54 
6511 
989 

59-09 
64-53 
1,410 

58-36 
70-04 
1,304 

62-95 
67-21 
1,449 

67-  3 

68-  7 
1,441 

The  failures  in  the  fir^t  of  these  years  are  about  the 
■average  of  the  ten  or  fifteen  years  preceding,  so  that  it 
would  answer  no  purpose  to  go  further  back  than  1893,  and, 
whatever  critics  may  think  in  regard  to  the  matter,  it 
is  impossible  to  go  beyond  the  figures,  which  show  that  the 
•results  of  the  examination  in  London  are  not  becoming 
-seriously  poorer,  while  in  Edinburgh  they  are  increasingly 
worse.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  since  teachers  of 
chemistry  and  botany  were  appointed  examiners,  three  years 
■ago,  the  examination  has  become  more  difficult,  and,  in 
■consequence,  students  and  teaji0'"  have  taken  more  pains 
•with  and  longer  time  to  the  work.  But  better  training  had 
■  come  on  with  the  extended  schedule,  which  was  in  force 
-several  years  before  the  teachers  began  to  examine  in  1895 ; 
-and  the  above  figures  show  that,  in  London  at  least,  there 
was  a  tendency  to  improvement,  doubtless  owing  to  the 
bettered  education.  So  much  of  the  general  impression 
regarding  examination  results  is  due  to  expressed  opinions 
of  examiners  and  examinees  and  the  supporters  of  the  two 
parties  that  a  quite  impartial  view  of  the  matter  can  only  be 
obtained  from  the  published  statements  of  the  Government 
visitors.  Of  recent  years  we  have  had  no  reports  from  the 
■Scotch  visitor,  but  Dr.  Thomas  Stevenson  reports  on  the 
'London  examinations  annually  for  the  years  ending  March  31. 
ifrom  the  last  five  we  extract  the  following  figures,  and, 
although  the  years  are  not  the  same  as  the  above,  the 
facts  are  of  value  : — 


Failed  in 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Chemistry 

216 

245 

283 

305 

214 

Materia  niedica... 

39 

36 

49 

42 

31 

Botany  ... 

46 

38 

73 

79 

89 

^Prescriptions  ... 

36 

52 

53 

34 

36 

Pharmacy     and  1 
dispensing  ) 

157 

166 

390 

212 

186 

Examined 

707 

833 

1,002 

772 

802 

Failed,  per  cent. 

65-1 

66 

63-6 

71-5 

66 

The  teaching  examiners  came  upon  the  Board  in  1895,  but 
as  the  figures  undsr  that  year  in  the  above  table  comprise 
only  January  in  1895,  it  is  not  until  1896  that  we  can  judge 
of  their  effect,  if  any.  The  immediate  effect  was  decidedly 
■disastrous,  as  the  failures  in  chemistry  went  up  from  28-2  per 
■cent,  in  1895,  to  39  5  per  cent,  in  1896,  no  fewer  than  265  of 
the  305  who  failed  in  chemistry  being  rejected  in  practical 
work,  which  the  teachers,  as  a  rule,  superintend.  On  the 
■other  hand,  the  failures  in  botany  were  fewer  after  the 
•teachers  came  on,  and  as  there  was  decided  improvement  in 
all  subjects  in  1897,  we  cannot  take  these  figures  to  imply 
that  the  teaching  examiners  have  permanently  increased  the 
percentage  of  failures.  This  does  not  mean  that  they  have 
not  made  matters  more  serious  to  candidates,  for  we ,  have  it 
on  the  confession  of  Professor  McLeod  that  he  and  Professor 
Frankland  have  made  the  volumetric  work  more  ;difficult. 
The  "  Squarite  "  who  writes  in  this  issue  gives  an]"excellent 
•example  of  what  this  part  of  the  examination  is  now.  The 
work  he  got  was  as  follows  : — 

1.  Standardise  the  solution  of  bichromate  of  potash  provided 
by  means  of  ferrous  ammonium  sulphate,  and  make  a  solution  of 
potassium  permanganate  of  equal  oxidising  power. 


2.  With  the  decinormal  silver-nitrate  solution  provided  deter- 
mine the  percentage  of  prussic  acid  in  the  given  solution. 

The  second  question  is  according  to  the  schedule,  the  firtt 
is  entirely  outside  it.  A  candidate  who  passed  in  Edinburgh 
this  month  also  writes,  and  from  his  paper  we  extract  the 
following  : — 

At  my  bench  lay  a  powder  which,  after  about  an  hour's  testing 
I  proved  to  be  barium  sulphate.  My  preliminary  testing  led  me 
to  think  it  was  alumina,  as  many  a  fellow,  to  his  sorrow,  returned 
it,  the  reason  being  that  it  had  an  impurity  of  Na.iC03,  which 
masked  the  flame,  and,  as  it  was  freshly  precipitated,  it  dissolved 
readily  in  strong  H1SO4. 

It  appears  to  be  the  habit  of  the  teaching  examiner  in 
chemistry  at  Edinburgh  to  give  candidates  an  insoluble  com- 
pound, his  opinion  being  that  the  way  in  which  a  person 
attacks  such  a  substance  is  a  good  test  of  his  training  in 
practical  chemistry.  On  the  other  hand,  the  examination 
schedule  requires  candidates 

To  recognise  by  chemical  tests  the  more  important  non-metallic 
elements  and  compounds,  as  well  as  the  metals  and  salts  indi- 
cated in  the  foregoing  list ;  to  detect  the  chief  impurities  in  those 
that  are  included  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia ;  to  recognise  by 
their  physical  properties  those  which  possess  well-defined  charac- 
teristics. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  whether  barium  sulphate  and  such 
things  are  in  this  list ;  the  matter  is  doubtful,  therefore 
should  be  excluded.    This  brings  us  to  the  most  serious 
thing  in  connection  with  the  Minor  examination — viz  ,  the 
steady  increase  of  failures  at  Edinburgh.    Previous  to  1893 
failures  there  rarely  exceeded  50  per  cent.,  and  were  always 
below  the  London  results.    Now  they  come  up  to  70,  and 
are  practically  on  a  level  with  London.     There  are  only 
three  possible  explanations    of  this — (1)  the  examiners 
before  1894  were  not  efficient ;   (2)  the  candidates  now 
are  inferior  ;    (3)  the  examination  has   been  increased 
in    stringency.      It    is    difficult    to    imagine    that  the 
first  explanation  can  apply,  for  such   competent  phar- 
macists as   Dr.  W.   Inglis  Clark,    Messrs.   D.   B.  Dott, 
Adam  Gibson  William  Gilmour,  and  J.  B,  Stephenson,  not 
to  mention  others  of  ten  or  twenty  years  ago,  knew  th  eir 
business  and  were  men  that  could  do  their  duty  when 
plucking  had  to  be  done.    Nor  can  the  second  explanation 
stand  long  beside  the  obvious  rejoinder  that  collegiate  and 
tutorial  training  has  much  increased  during  the  past  decade. 
The  third  explanation   is  admitted  by  all  parties — the 
examination  is  harder,  and,  what  is  worse,  it  is  more 
academic  than  it  used  to  be.     That  characteristic  was 
imported  into  the  Edinburgh  examinations  through  the 
periodical  visits  of  the  President  of  the  Society,  who  had 
the  desire  to  level  up  the  examinations  in  the  two  centres. 
Success  has  followed  this  effort,  but  it  is  no  secret  that  the 
Scotch  examiners,  acting  and  retired,  have  bitterly  resented 
changing 1  the  5  purely   pharmaceutical  character    of  the 
examination  to  one  which  is  largely  academic  and  partly 
pharmaceutical.    We  simply  state  this  as  a  fact,  and  express 
no  opinion  upon  it ;  but  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be 
observed  that  the  academic  examiners  have  the  whip  hand  : 
they  have  the  men  to  examine  first,  and  if  they  do  not  come  up 
to  the  academic  standard  they  are  rejected,  however  compe- 
tent they  may  be  as  pharmacists.    This  result  is  apparently 
the  policy  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  which  deliberately 
selected  teaching  examiners  in  order  to  put  chemistry  and 
botany  on  a  more  scientific  basis.    It  is  an  excellent  theory, 
but  in  practice  the  results  have  been  such  that  many  warm 
supporters  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  dread  what  the 
future  may  hold  for  pharmacy.    It  is  time  for  some  of  these 
leaders  to  speak  out. 
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CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Tj-ie  Winter  Session  is  upon  us  in  fully  its  accustomed 
severity.  Not  a  word  only,  but  a  flood  of  exhortation  is 
being  poured  out  from  presidential  chairs.  The  younger 
the  orator  the  more  urgent  is  he  in  pressing  upon  us  our 
duties  to  our  profession,  to  the  public,  and  especially  to  the 
coming  generation.  Quotation  books  are  in  demand,  and 
Lord  Bacon  and  Longfellow  are  aimed  at  us  from  many 
hides.  Why  do  we  not  all  respond  to  the  appeal?  Why  is 
it  that  associations  which  start  with  such  assurances  of 
unity  so  soon  fall,  if  riot  into  decay,  into  what  is  almost 
worse— into  the  officialism  and  bureaucratism  which  are 
nvariably  fatal  to  anything  like. active  work?  Deserved  as 
the  tributes  may  be,  the  rank  and  file  will  not  take  interest 
in  meetings  the  chief  features  of  which  are  votes  of  thanks 
"  to  our  worthy  president  for  his  able  conduct  in  the  chair," 
and  "  to  our  active  and  energetic  secretary  for  his  untiring 
efforts."'  What  is  wanted  to  make  these  chemists'  associa- 
i  ions  a  real  success  is  that  their  debates  should  be  alive. 
The  topics  should  be  of  direct  interest  and  usefulness  to 
1  hose  who  meet  to  consider  them,  and  when  debatable 
questions  are  brought  forward,  some  attempt  should  be  made 
on  the  rjart  of  the  organisers  to  ensure  that  the  opposite 
points  of  view  should  be  presented.  It  would  answer  the 
purpose  of  most  of  these  associations  to  keep  an  advocatus 
iliaboli,  whose  business  it  should  be  to  oppose  when  there 
seemed  a  danger  of  deadly  unanimity.  The  only  really 
intelligent  opinions  are  held  by  those  who  know  exactly 
what  can  be  urged  against  them.  The  President  of  the 
Pnarmaceutical  Society  complained  last  week  at  Sheffield 
of  the  apathy  of  his  constituents  in  regard  to  the  legislative 
proposals  which  he  and  his  colleagues  on  the  Council  have 
put  forward.  Whom  have  they  to  blame  but  themselves  for 
1  his  ?  The  discipline  of  Bloomsbury  Square,  which  has 
resulted  in  the  production  of  a  Council  unanimous  to  the 
point  of  submissiveness,  has  destroyed  any  possibility  of  a 
true  reflection  of  the  wants  of  the  trade  being  -^presented 
ihere.  At  the  last  annual  meeting,  too,  it  appo-  red  that  as 
far  as  possible  the  resolution  to  suppress  undcsired  criticism 
was  a  principle  carried  out  beyond  the  Council  to  the  extent 
of.  refusing  the  admission  of  deprecatory  comments  on 
some  of  the  authorised  candidates  for  election.  This 
editorial  policy  Mr.  Hills  endorsed. 

But  to  come  back  to  the  other  associations.    We  have  said 
in  former  years  that  they  would  secure  more  general  support 
j  f  they  could  acquire  more  of  a  trade-union  character.  How 
distinctly  this  tendency  is  growing  on  them  may  be  seen  by 
looking  through  the  programmes  published  in  this  and  last 
week's  issues.    At  Sheffield  the  scheduling  of  carbolic  acid, 
i  lie  P.  A.T.  A.,  Poor-law  dispensers'  federation  of  local  associa- 
lions,  and  the  new  pharmacy  law  (whatever  that  may  be)  are 
down  for  discussion.    The  Midland  Association  isto  consider 
provincial    pharmaceutical    organisations    and  company 
pharmacy  in  November,  and  to  have  a  special  evening  for  the 
discussion  of  trade  subjects  in  December.    The  Plymouth 
chemists  have  had  the  courage  to  make  several  innovations. 
They  have  arranged  a  cheaper  rate  for  small  parcels  than 
they  had  before,  and  they  have  formed  amongst  themselves 
n  mutual  guarantee  fund  against  possible  legal  actions. 
These  are  steps  towards  trade  unionism ;  not  very  great  ones, 
i  t  is  true,  but  they  may  lead  to  more  important  results.  Another 
action  which  such  associations  might  take  with  advantage 
is  that  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Society  of  Pharmacy  at 
Antwerp,  as  explained  in  our  report  of  the  International 
Congress  at  Brussels.    The  Antwerp  pharmaciens  were  much 
troubled  at  the  perpetual  introduction  of  new  remedies  which 
were  prescribed  once  or  twice  by  their  local  physicians,  and 


then  in  the  majority  of  instances  dropped.  They,  therefore, 
formed  a  depot  at  one  of  the  pharmacies,  where  at  the  joint 
expense  a  small  supply  of  every  new  remedy  was  kept.  If 
one  of  these  comes  into  anything  like  general  demand,  it  is 
taken  out  of  this  provisional  stock,  and  every  pharmacien  is 
expected  to  provide  himself  with  it. 

There  are  no  doubt  other  ways  in  which  associations  could 
be  mutually  useful.  We  are  not  sure  even  that  the  long- 
incubated  Federation  might  not  inspire  new  life  into  them 
by  suggesting  directions  for  their  energies.  The  experiment 
of  arranging  a  discussion  on  some  topic  of  trade  interest  to 
take  place  in  twenty  or  thirty  centres  in  one  week  would  be 
of  special  interest. 

May  we  on  our  own  behalf  say  a  word  to  secretaries  who 
send  us  reports  of  meetings  ?  We  are  always  glad  to  have 
these,  but  it  is  obvious  that  they  press  heavily  on  our  space. 
What  we  ask  is  that  as  far  a=  "ossicle  the  formalities  and  the 
complimentary  speeches  oxiail  be  taken  as  read,  and  that  the 
report  shall  be  an  essence  of  the  matters  of  general  interest 
brought  out.  Also  we  should  always  like  to  be  told,  when 
any  resolution  of  general  importance  is  adopted,  what  was. 
the  attendance  at  that  particular  meeting. 


A    FORGOTTEN    CHAPTER  OF 
HISTORY. 

In  Mr.  Jacob  Bell's  portion  of  the  "  Progress  of  Pharmacy  * 
reference  is  made  to  the  hardship  which  was  felt  in  the 
drug-trade  when  the  Medicine  Act  of  1802  was  passed,  and 
the  matter  is  also  referred  to  in  our  "  Pharmacy  and  Poison 
Laws,"  while  Mr.  Alpe,  in  his  "  Handy-book  of  Medicine- 
stamp  Duty,"  remarks  of  the  Act — 

The  somewhat  stringent  provisions  of  this  Act  seem  to  have- 
failed  to  compel  the  proprietors  of  medicines  to  pay  duty  at  first, 
hand,  and  accordingly  an  amending  Act  was  passed  in  the  follow- 
ing year. 

We  gather  from  :this  that  Mr.  Alpe  was  not  aware  of  the-  * 
grievance  which  Mr.  Bell  specifically  alluded  to,  as  we- 
believe  that  the  amending  Act  of  1803  was  really  brought 
about  through  the  agitation  of  apothecaries,  chemists,  and 
druggists.    As  far  as  we  know,  the  only  complete  record  of 
that  agitation  is  in  a  rare  political  tract,  written  by  Mr- 
William  Chamberlaine,  a  Clerkenwell  surgeon,  who  acted  as- 
chairman  of  the  temporary  association  of  apothecaries  and 
chemists  and  druggists  which  was  formed  to  have  the  more- 
stringent  j  parts   of  the   1802  Act  repealed.     The  tract-  - 
purports  to  be  a  "history  of  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  general  meeting  of  apothecaries,, 
chemists,  and  druggists  in  London  ...  for  obtaining 
relief  from  the  hardships  imposed  by  the  new  Medicine  Act. 
passed  June  3,  1802."    Mr.lChamberlaine  was  a  man  of  parts. 
He  had  previous  to  this  meeting  written  a  monograph  on- 
the  action  of  dolichos  in  the  treatment  of  tapeworm,  which 
seems  to  be  a  classic,  as  no  one  has  gone  beyond  his  explana- 
tion that  the  grip  of  the  tapeworm  is  loosened  because  it 
wants  to  scratch  itself  when  the  dolichos  reaches  it.  He 
also  wrote  a  "  Dissertation  on  the  Duties  of  a  Youth  Ap- 
prenticed to  the  Medical  Profession."    The  "  history"  above 
referred  to  was  contributed  as  three  letters  to  the  Medical 
Journal,  and  it  mentions  that,  owing  to  the  curious  and 
common  things  contained  in  the  schedule  as  requiring  to  be- 
stamped  when  sold  (c.ff.,  Spanish  juice,  refined  liquorice, 
arrowroot,  and  Turkey  rhubarb),  London  druggists  met  and 
arranged  to  interview  Mr.  Vansittart,  of  the  Treasury,  as  well 
as  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps,  both  of  whom  failed  to  soother 
them,  although  they  heard  from  someone  that  the  Act  was  an 
impossible  one  and  had  passed  in  a  "mob  of  Bills"  which  were 
rushed  through  at  the  end  of  the  Session.    The  agitation  did 
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not  stop  there,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  an  officially-inspired 
letter  got  into  the  daily  papers,  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
regular  apothecaries,  chemists,  and  druggists  had  nothing 
to  dread  from  the  Bill,  as  there  was  a  clear  distinction 
between  them  and  dealers  in  quack  medicines.  Instead  of 
succumbing  to  the  implied  compliment,  chemists  and  apothe- 
caries held  a  general  meeting  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor, 
Strand,  on  October  12,  1802,  and  the  matter  was  gone  into, 
and  the  committee  authorised  to  draw  up  a  petition,  which 
is  referred  to  by  Mr.  Jacob  Bell.  Meanwhile  a  number  of 
cases  of  infringement  of  the  Act  were  brought  before  the 
Lord  Mayor,  the  majority  of  the  defendants  being  grocers 
and  confectioners,  and  two  widows  of  apothecaries,  but  no 
apothecaries  or  druggists  were  summoned.  One  case  serves 
to  illustrate  the  whole.  It  was  that  of  a  Houndsditch 
grocer,  who  had  sold  1  oz.  of  refined  liquorice  with- 
out putting  a  l^d.  stamp  upon  it.  The  poor  man  was  a 
Jew,  and  was  likely  to  be  saddled  with  the  penalty,  when 
good  Mr.  Chamberlaine  happened  to  look  over  another  de- 
fendant's shoulder  to  read  the  summons.  Then  he  noticed 
that  it  did  not  give  the  words  beginning  "  [the  article  sold] 
being  a  medicine,"  &c,  as  required  by  the  Act.  Mr. 
Chamberlaine  spoke  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Court,  he  gave  the 
Lord  Mayor  the  tip,  and  his  Lordship  with  a  sigh  of  relief 
ruled  the  whole  of  the  summons  to  be  invalid.  At  a  meeting 
of  all  interested  held  on  May  23,  1803,  a  new  schedule  of 
dutiable  medicines  was  drawn  up  for  presentation  to  the 
authorities,  and  with  certain  modifications  it  was  finally 
adopted.  The  schedule  is  printed  in  the  tract  as  an  ap- 
pendix. Mr.  Chamberlaine  succeeds  in  throwing  some  side- 
lights on  the  practice  of  pharmacy  in  London  during  the 
first  few  years  of  the  century.  He  mentions,  for  example, 
that  many  respectable  apothecaries  had  lost  half  of  their 
•retail  trade  in  consequence  of  the  Medicine  Act,  and 
some  had  given  up  their  retail  altogether.  He  considers 
■"  it  no  wonder  if  the  druggists,  who  are  a  body  of  men 
materially  interested  in  the  sale  of  quack  nostrums  (many 
individuals  have  export  and  country  trade  to  the  extent  of 
6,000/.  to  20,000?.  a  year)  "  should  object  to  the  Act.  One 
of  the  most  interesting  statements  refers  to  the  imitation  of 
English  patent  medicines  practised  abroad  even  at  that 
time.  ''England  seems  to  be  the  grand  emporium  of 
■quackery,  and,  poison  or  not  poison,  English  quack  medicines 
form  an  article  of  the  export  trade  to  the  amount  of  a  great 
many  thousands  of  pounds  a  year."  Mr.  Chamberlaine  goes 
•on  to  hint  that  traders  were  in  danger  of  losing  that  because 
there  had  sprung  up  an  export  trade  in  the  bottles,  which 
were  sent  abroad  to  be  filled  with  imitations  of  English 
medicines,  and  then  stamped  with  false  stamps,  which  were 
forged  engravings  of  the  Stamp  Office's  true  productions 
These  false  wares  seemed  to  be  destined  for  the  American 
markets  particularly.  In  reading  the  tract  we  were  struck 
with  the  singular  similarity  of  the  feelings  of  these  early 
•chemists  and  druggists  and  those  of  the  present  day,  while 
the  facts  that  they  met  in  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  where  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had  its  birth,  and  that  we  owe  the 
-schedule  of  the  1803  Act  to  them,  are  worthy  of  being 
rescued  from  oblivion. 


COAL-TAR  DISTILLATION. 

Young  chemists  in  the  South  of  London  have  a  good 
opportunity  of  learning  all  about  coal-tar  distillation  in  a 
course  of  twenty-five  lectures  which  Mr.  W.  J.  Pope  is  to 
deliver  at  the  Goldsmiths'.  Institute,  .New  Cross,  beginning 
on  Wednesday  evening,  October  27,  at  8.30.  The  fee  for  the 
course  is  5s.  Mr.  Pope  is  a  good  lecturer,  being  clear  in 
■exposition  and  accurate  in  experiment.    We  observe  from 


the  syllabus  of  the  course  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  lectures 
will  cover  the  principles  of  organic  chemistry  required  for  the 
Minor  examination,  so  that  the  course  has  direct  import  to 
students  of  pharmacy. 

FURTHERING  TRADE. 

The  Commercial  Intelligence  Committee  recently  nomi- 
nated by  Mr.  Kitchie  are  holding  frequent  sittings  at  the 
Board  of  Trade  Offices,  under  the  presidency  of  Sir  Courtenay 
Boyle,  to  inquire  into  the  best  means  of  making  the  Consular 
service  and  other  intelligence  departments  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Government  more  useful  to  British  traders  and  manu- 
facturers. We  understand  that  the  Committee  are  prepared 
to  hear  anyone  connected  with  commerce  who  has  any 
suggestions  to  make.  At  present  the  official  witnesses,  such  as 
the  Deputy-Chairman  of  the  Council  of  the  London  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  so  on,  are  having  their  innings. 

MAKING  THE  BLIND  TO  SEE. 

Recently  there  have  been  some  endeavours  made  to 
awaken  in  blind  people  any  latent  sensibility  which  they  may 
possess  of  appreciating  light  effects  by  subjecting  them  to 
the  high  vibrations  of  x  rays.  Mr.  Hodson,  of  Hulme,  has  had 
good  results  with  a  Carlisle  man,  Barwise  Storey,  who  has 
been  blind  for  twenty  years.  On  entering  the  room  Storey 
was  sensible  of  the  brightness  of  ordinary  electric  light, 
but  on  the  x  rays  being  turned  on  he  could  distinguish 
the  greenish  hue  of  the  light,  and  the  globular  form  of  the 
Crookes  tube.  Later  on  he  described  the  apparatus 
accurately  to  persons  present  before  he  was  allowed  to 
touch  it.  On  being  allowed  to  handle  the  tube  he  found 
it  exactly  corresponded  to  the  impression  made  upon 
him  by  his  eyes,  except  that  to  the  eye  it  appeared  much 
larger  than  to  the  hand.  On  coming  out  of  the  chamber 
into  the  open  air  every  thing  appeared  much  brighter.  So 
far  all  the  blind  persons  experimented  on  have  distinguished 
the  greenish  hue  of  the  x  rays. 

LADIES'  TIPPLES. 

Miss  R.  F.  Thompson,  of  Winchmore  Hill,  speaking  at  the 
Women's  Temperance  Conference  at  Bristol  on  October  13, 
said  there  was  a  practice  amongst  some  ladies  when  going  to 
a  party  of  drinking  Eau  de  Cologne,  which  was  nearly  all 
alcohol.  She  described  the  way  in  which  wines  were 
doctored,  champagne  made  from  rhubarb  or  gooseberries, 
coloured  and  flavoured  to  represent  the  real  article,  and  the 
silent  spirit  distilled  after  chemical  treatment  of  rags,  paper, 
and  wood  fibre,  and  subsequently  coloured  and  flavoured  to 
order.  Sacramental  unfermented  wine  was  the  juice  of  the 
grape  bottled  before  fermenting  and  sterilised  by  immersion 
of  the  bottles  for  a  couple  of  hours  in  hot  water.  It  quickly 
fermented  after  being  opened,  and  must  therefore  be  used  at 
once  or  be  preserved  by  adding  a  little  salicylic  acid. 
Currant- wine  had  been  found  to  contain  as  much  as  20 
per  cent,  of  alcohol,  gooseberry-wine  11,  elderberry-wine 
8|,  and  coca-wine  contained  not  merely  the  poison  alcohol, 
but  the  poison  cocaine. 

MADAME  FRAIN. 

Circulars  of  a  very  disgraceful  character  are  being  sent  to 
chemists  recommending  them  to  stock  "  Madame  Frain's 
Famous  Female  Mixture  and  Pills  "  "  the  most  powerful  and 
effective  on  earth  for  the  most  obstinate  cases."  The  circular 
is  signed  "  Professor  Brown  and  Madame  Frain,"  and  is 
dated  from  Hackney.  The  circular  states  that  "  the  remedies 
are  stocked  by  Messrs.  Barclay,  Butler  &  Crispe,  Hovenden, 
Edwards,  Lynch,  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  May,  Pvoberts, 
Newbery,  Sanger,  Sutton,  and  all  leading  houses."  We 
hope  this  is  not  true,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  publish  the 
denials  of  any  of  the  above-named  firms.     Letters  and 
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telegrams  indicating  that  they  sell  the  preparations  are  also 
printed  on  the  circular  from  "  Brown's  Drug  Company, 
York,"  "J.  E.  Eastman,  chemist,  Forest  Lane,  Stratford,'' 
and  "  Burdon,  chemist,  Spennymoor,  co.  Durham."  Our 
columns  are  open  to  any  of  these  firms  to  contradict  the 
statements  if  they  wish  to  do  so.  It  ought  not  to  be  neces- 
sary for  us  to  point  out  to  chemists  receiving  this  circular 
that  the  sale  of  the  preparation  may  involve  them  in  a 
criminal  prosecution. 

ONE  OF  OUR  TRADUCERS. 

In  the  Scotsman  and  other  papers  which  have  been  sent  to 
us  appears  a  paragraph  entitled  "  the  Quack  Chemist  "which 
occurs  in  a  column  contributed  by  the  industrious  but  not 
remarkably  talented  "Gordon  Stables,  M.D.,  K.N."  This 
person,  who  says  that  "  the  impertinence  of  the  prescribing 
druggist  is  only  equalled  by  his  self-assurance  and  blundering 
stupidity,"  was  the  subject  of  some  remarks  not  very  dissimilar 
in  the  Veterinary  Reeord  last  August.  "Probably  no  man," 
said  the  veterinary  writer,  "  has  written  so  much  rubbish 
about  the  diseases  of  dogs  as  this  '  canine  specialist '  who  is 
at  his  best  as  a  contributor  to  penny  novelettes  or  ha'penny 
dreadfuls."  Then  a  quotation  is  given  from  one  of  Gordon 
Stables's  notes  in  which  he  refers  to  "  myself  and  other 
members  of  the  medical  profession — from  whose  books  in- 
deed vets  have  gleaned  [all  their  knowledge."  This,  says  the 
Veterinary  Record,  "  can  only  be  described  as  mendacious 
audacity.  We  are  acquainted  with  the  books  of  Gordon 
Stables,  M.D.,  R.N.,  and^we  deny  that  any  single  paragraph 
therein  has  added  to  the  knowledge  of  veterinary  surgeons. 
We  go  further,  and  challenge  the  production  of  any  one  fact 
concerning  rabies  published  by  '  other  members  of  the 
medical  profession '  that  was  not  previously  known  to  the 
veterinary  profession." 

HOW  CHEMISTS  CAN  HELP  HOSPITALS. 

The  Hospital  Fund  inaugurated  by  the  Prince  of  Wales  in 
commemoration  of  the  sixtieth  year  of  the  Queen's  reign,  hag 
not  been  so  successful  as  was  hoped  in  respect  to  donations. 
It  had  to  compete  not  only  against  the  Indian  Famine  Fund, 
but  also  against  the  multitude  of  other  schemes  which  tried 
to  take  advantage  of  the  Jubilee  year.  Its  ultimate  service, 
however,  depends  principally  on  the  extent  to  which  it  suc- 
ceeds in  arousing  in  all  classes  a  sense  of  responsibility  in 
regard  to  subscriptions  to  these  great  institutions.  In  order 
to  give  sufficient  opportunity  for  this  recognition  of  duty,  the 
excellent  idea  of  issuing  stamps  of  various  amounts  was  pro- 
mulgated. The  revenue  from  these  stamps,  which  will  be 
renewed  year  by  year,  will  go  direct  to  the  fund  in  the  form 
of  annual  subscriptions  ;  that  is  to  say  will  be  devoted  in  full 
to  immediate  hospital  needs,  and  will  not  be  invested  as  the 
donations  are.  The  stamps  vary  in  value  from  Is.  to  10s.,  and 
the  suggestion  has  been  put  before  us  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  fund,  that  chemists  might  in  many  cases  asisst 
in  the  sale  of  these  .To  encourage  the  purchase  of  the  stamps 
Messrs.  Simpkin,  Marshall  &  Co.,  the  well-known  publishers, 
have  produced  a  pretty  little  Subscription  Book  and  Stamp 
Album  for  the  fund,  which  it  is  hoped  many  people  will  buy 
for  their  children,  if  not  for  themselves  to  use.  The  album 
contains  spaces  for  stamps  for  twenty  years,  and  it  is  thought 
that  if  chemists  will  take  up  the  sale  of  the  books  and  of  the 
stamps,  they  will  have  a  greater  influence  than  any  other 
tradesmen  can  possibly  have.  In  many  cases  doctors  will 
assist  in  the  promotion  of  the  object,  and  there  are  many 
reasons  why  this  idea  might  be  adopted.  There  would  be  a 
small  profit  on  the  sale  of  the  books,  but  we  do  not  expect 
any  chemist  will  make  much  a  success  of  it  unless  he  takes 
it  up  as  a  labour  of  love.  Will  any  who  are  disposed  to 
assist  in  this  manner  write  to  Messrs.  Simpkin,  Marshall, 
Hamilton  &  Kent  (Limited),  4  Stationers'  Hall  Court,  Lon- 
don, E.C.  ? 


Cjxe  (Bhttian  to  %  <S«wraI 
Cjoamczl. 


THE  following  are  the  actual  figures  of  the  polling  for  &• 
direct  representative  on  the  General  Medical  Council* 
which  resulted  in  a  victory  for  Mr.  Victor  Horsley.    Mr.  VictoB 


Mb.  Victob  Horsley,  F.E.S.,  F.E.C.S. 
(From  photo,  by  Jerrard,  107  Regent  Street,  W.)j 


Sir  B.  Walter  Foster,  M.P.,  M.D.,  D.C.L. 

Horsley,  6,946  ;  Sir  Walter  Foster,  6,112.  The  other  candi- 
dates made  very  little  affect  on  the  poll.  Their  votes  were,. 
for  Dr.  Eigby,  197 ;  for  Dr.  Diver,  81. 
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NEW  VINOLIjE. 

Messes.  Bloxdeau  &  Cie.  are  always  devising  something 
new  for  the  toilet,  and  it  may  be  safely  said  that  they  touch 

nothing  which  they  do 
not  adorn.  That  their 
novelties  are  elegant 
need  not  be  insisted  on. 
They  are  equally  to  be 
relied  on  in  respect  of 
quality.  They  have 
lately  introduced  sever  al 
new  soaps — heliotrope, 
lilac,  and  buttermilk — 
in  handsome  tablets,  to 
sell  at  3d. ;  they  have 
put  up  a  very  attractive 
Vinolia  violet  powder, 
to  sell  at  3d. ;  they  put  up  Vinolia  shaving-creams  and 
Vinolia  tooth-pastes  in  collapsible  tubes  ;  they  have  got  out 
a  new  Is.  Blondeau  perfume  in  common-shape  bottles  ;  and 
they  have  put  up  a  new  perfumed  hair-wash  of  spirituous 
character,  which  has  the  cooling  and  refreshing  effect  of  the 
petroleum  wash  without  any  of  its  danger,  and  is  much 
superior  to  it. 

KLONDYKE  CHEST-PROTECTORS. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Heywood,  of  Nottingham,  has  produced  a  new 
style  of  chest-protector  for  the  coming  winter.  It  is  made 
of  "  Eis-wool,"  knitted,  and  no  other  material  is  incorporated. 
The  article  is  beautifully  soft  and  light,  and  while  it  seems 
to  afford  abundant  warmth,  it  has  the  advantage  of  a 
ventilated  fabric.  Mr.  Heywood  makes  sleeping  socks,  belts, 
&c,  of  the  same  material. 

TOILET-PAPER  FOR  THE  POCKET. 

Messrs  James  Towxsend  &  Son,  Exeter,  have  hit  upon 
a  good  thing  in  putting  up  their  patent  serrated  pine-tree 
toilet-paper  in  penny  packets.  Each  contains  seventy-two 
sheets  of  paper,  which,  as  the  trade  know,  is  of  the  desirable 
quality  requisite  for  toilet-purposes  ;  it  is  also  perfumed  with 
pine  oil,  and,  being  folded  in  a  cover,  goes  easily  into  the 
pocket.  Three-halfpence  in  stamps  will  bring  a  sample  to 
any  chemist. 

DISINFECTANT  NIGHT-LIGHTS. 

Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.  (Limited),  Stratford,  E.,  are  manu- 
facturing, under  the  patent  of  Dr.  Trestrail,  M.R.C.P.,  a 
night-light  in  which  carbolic  acid  is  combined  so  that  it  is 
given  off  slowly  while  the  light  is  burnt.  Other  ingredients 
of  an  aromatic  nature  (judging  from  the  odour)  appear  to  be 
combined  with  the  night-light,  and  the  makers  inform  us 
that  they  are  prepared  to  supply  lights  containing  any 
volatile  disinfectant  prescribed  by  a  medical  man.  We 
specially  note  regarding  the  carbolic  disinfectant  night- 
lights  that  (1)  they  are  well  made,  (2)  burn  steadily,  and 
(3)  are  attractively  put  up.  The  well-known  antiseptic  pro- 
perties of  the  active  ingredients  indicate  the  usefulness  of 
these  night-lights  in  the  rooms  of  those  suffering  from  lung 
troubles. 

A  NEW  CHECK-TILL. 

Mr.  E.  Lofts,  who  on  his  price-list  claims  to  be  the  "  father 
of  the  check-till,"  was  showing  his  youngest  baby  at  a  show- 
room in  Eastcheap  the  other  day.  It  is  made  in  England, 
and  is  the  smallest  offspring  Mr.  Lofts  has  yet  produced  in 
the  check-till  department.  He  does  not  advance  its  small- 
ness  as  an  extenuating  circumstance,  however.  On  the 
contrary,  be  is  proud  of  the  shrunken  proportions  it  presents  J 


beside  its  eldest  brother,  and  of  its  lightness.  "  How  much 
does  it  weigh,  Mr.  Lofts?"  "How  much?  You  mean 
'  how  little.'  Why,  only  16  lbs."  And  then  Mr.  Lofts  went 
on  to  explain  the  mechanism  of  his  newest  till,  which  may 
be  summarised  as  follows : — The  till  is  throughout  of  cast 
iron  (with  japanned  outer  sides),  except  the  wooden  cylinder 
on  which  revolves  the  paper  bearing  the  sale-marks.  Thus 
one  of  the  great  drawbacks  of  the  old  tills,  which  were 
mainly  of  wood  and  apt  to  shrink  in  parts,  has  been  over- 
come.   It  is  about  20  inches  long  and  a  foot  high.    The  coins 


taken  fall  into  an  exhibitor  with  two  compartments — one  for 
gold,  the  other  for  silver  and  copper.  The  exhibitor  is  a 
wheel  of  which  the  teeth  form  triangular  compartments, 
and  which  revolves  slowly,  each  compartment  sinking  a 
fraction  of  an  inch  when  a  new  sale  is  registered.  The 
coins  are  exhibited  under  glass,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  shown  renders  impossible  any  disagreement  con- 
cerning the  value  of  the  piece  tendered.  If  desired,  the  coin 
can  be  made  to  drop  into  a  double  receptacle;placed  below 
the  wheel,  inaccessible  to  the  assistant,  or  the  gold  only  may 
be  thus  separated.  At  the  back  of  the  till  is  a  drawer  with 
bowl-divisions  for  change,  but  the  till  can  be  so  arranged 
that  it  is  impossible  to  pull  out  this  drawer  altogether,  and 
unless  the  drawer  be  pulled  right  out  the  mechanism  of  the 
till  cannot  be  tampered  with.  The  till  cannot  be  unscrewed, 
all  the  screws  beicg  rivetted  with  the  sides  or  bottom. 
It  sells  at  31.  3s.,  which  is  a  big  reduction  on  the  old 
check-till  prices.  Mr.  Lofts  tells  us  that  it  has  cost  him 
seven  years  of  thought  to  work  out  the  mechanism  of  the 
till.  He  does  not  think  it  would  be  possible  to  produce  a 
simpler  mechanism  than  that  of  the  new  appliance. 

CHRISTMAS  GOODS  AND  DISINFECTANTS. 

Some  useful  and  attractive  perfumery  novelties  for  the 
Christmas  trade  may  be  seen  at  the  showrooms  of  Fleming's 
Oil  Company  (Limited),  101  Leadenhall  Street,  E.G.  The 
company,  who  have  long  had  a  considerable  reputation  as 
manufacturers  of  "  camphylene "  and  other  disinfectants, 
have  lately  added  the  manufacture  of  scents  and  soaps  to 
their  business,  and  they  are  evidently  intent  upon  pushing 
their  new  branch  as  energetically  as  the  old.  The  gulf 
between  disinfectants  and  scents  is  bridged  over  by  smelliog- 
salts,  in  which  the  company  have  already,  we  are  informed, 
built  up  a  pretty  good  business.  They  put  up  ordinary, 
"  Cologne,"  and  "camphylene''  salts,  each  to  retail  at  Is. 
"  Camphylene  "  also  makes  its  appearance  in  tooth-powder 
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and  "  Ammoniated  Camphylene  Cream,"  a  pleasant  pre- 
paration for  the  bath,  which  so  took  the  fancy  of  Sandow, 
after  that  worthy  had  purchased  a  bottle  of  it  at  the  recent 
exhibition  in  Leeds,  that  the  strong  man  expressed  his 
satisfaction  in  a  letter  "  for  publication."  Toilet-soaps  are 
also  being  made  by  the  company.  The  soap  is  milled,  of 
good  appearance,  and  pleasantly  scented.  It  is  offered  in 
assorted  boxes  of  four  cakes  at  126.,  less  a  discount,  per 
dozen  boxes.    But  it  was  the  perfumes  that  were  the  chief 


object  of  our  call.  The  kind  that  took  our  fancy  most  was 
put  up  in  neat  boxes  of  three  -|-oz.  cut-glass  bottles, 
pleasantly  decorated  with  a  spring  of  artificial  flowers.  The 
scents  are  assorted — ess.  bouquet,  frangipanni,  and  wood- 
violet — and  they  are  priced  at  3s.  3d.  a  box.  Single  boxes, 
similarly  put  up  in  cartons,  may  also  be  had,  not  only  in 
§-oz.,  but  also  in  1-oz.  and  2-oz.  sizes.  The  manager  of  the 
perfumery-department  has  had  the  happy  idea  of  securing  a 


parcel  of  Japanese  vases  of  the  design  shown  on  the  accom- 
panying sketch,  and  of  red  and  grey  tone.  He  offers  these 
filled,  [with  £  lb.  sachet-powder,  guaranteed  to  be  made  of 
pure'dried  flowers,  at  3s.  each.  This  is  a  noveltythat  should 
selljwell  at  Christmas-time,  and  we  understand  that  several 


orders  have  already  been  received  for  it.  Small  bottles  of 
Doulton-ware  filled  with  scent  are  a  cheaper  article  on  the 
firm's  list.  Japanese  cabinets  with  eight  small  drawers, 
each  containing  a  "  surprise"  packet  of  scent  or  sachet,  are 
also  a  useful  novelty  on  the  firm's  list.  Among  other  goods 
manufactured  by  the  firm  are  Eichards'  silver  and  metal 
polishing  powder,  and  "  Double  Cross "  knife-polish  and 
insect-powder. 

EUQUININE. 

Messes.  Zimmee  &  Co.,  the  well-known  manufacturers  of 
quinine,  are  now  bringing  under  the  notice  of  medical  men 
in  this  country  the  remarkable  properties  of  euquinine,  to 
the  discovery  of  which  we  referred  some  time  since.  The 
remedy  is  simply  quinine  in  which  a  hydrogen  atom  has 
been  substituted  by  a  molecule  of  ethyl  carbonate.  The 
resulting  compound  is  like  light  quinine  sulphate  in  appear- 
ance, and  gives  the  reactions ,  for  quinine  (such  as  the 
thalleoquin  test),  but  is  remarkable  for  its  almost  complete 
freedom  from  bitter  taste  and  the  absence  of  secondary 
effects  after  its  administration.  It  is  evident  from  the 
medical  reports  that  these  advantages  are  not  obtained  at 
the  sacrifice  of  therapeutic  activity — indeed,  the  case 
appears  to  be  the  opposite,  for  in  the  treatment  of  neuralgia, 
fevers,  whooping-cough,  and  neurasthenia  euquinine  is 
found  to  give  good  results  in  many  cases  where  quinine 
failed.  It  has  also  proved  serviceable  as  a  tonic,  especially 
in  the  treatment  of  anaemia  and  chlorosis,  and  from  all 
accounts  it  would  seem  that  it  is  one  of  the  remedies  which 
have  come  to  stay,  because  there  is  use  for  them.  Originally 
it  was  called  "  euchinin,"  but  in  introducing  it  to  the 
English  market  the  name  has  been  anglicised  into  "  eu- 
quinine "  (literally,  "  superior  quinine  ").  Further  particulars 
regarding  the  remedy  may  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  Widen- 
mann,  Broicher  &  Co.,  33  Lime  Street,  E.C. 


Business  Gbanaes, 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new  businesses,  are 
inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if  properly  authenticated. 


Me.  Duncan  McLaeen,  of  the  Northern  Drug-store,  Tiean 
Street,  Edinburgh,  is  opening  a  branch  at  82  Pitt  Street. 

Me.  J.  S.  Tute  has  purchased  the  business  lately  carried 
on  by  Messrs.  Allan  &  Co.  at  27  Grosvenor  Road,  'i'unbridge 
"Wells. 

The  business  of  the  late  Mr.  Abraham  Moryoseph,  drug- 
merchant,  of  Leadenhall  House,  E.C,  will  be  carried  on  by 
his  executors. 

Winton's  Drug  Company  are  fitting  up  a  new  drug-store 
at  17  Market  Square,  Bromley,  Kent.  The  fittings  are  being 
done  by  Messrs.  Bygrave,  and  it  promises  to  be  a  handsome 
shop  It  is  to  be  lighted  with  acetylene. 

Me.  J.  E.  Vause  has  sold  his  business  known  as  Vause's 
drug-stores,  297  Edgware  Boad,  London,  W.,  to  Needham's 
(Limited),  wholesale  chemists,  Huddersfield,  Yorks.  Mr. 
Vause's  present  address  is  5  Chandos  Villas,  Margate. 

Messes.  C.  Bibkett  &  Son  have  disposed  of  their  two 
businesses  at  Bowness  on  Windermere  to  Mr.  T.  M.  Holmes 
of  the  same  place,  who  will  carry  them  on  and  close  his  own. 
Messrs.  Birkett's  old  pharmacy  in  Royal  Square  has  been 
conducted  by  them  for  thirty  years ;  their  branch  (the  Grove 
Pharmacy)  was  opened  last  Christmas. 

Messes.  Boots,  Cash  Chemists  (Westeen),  Limited, 
are  about  to  open  new  stores  .in  the  following  towns : — 
Liverpool,  14  West  Derby  Road,  111  County  Road,  and  203 
Scotland  Road;  Birmingham,  171  Bloomsbury  Street  and 
MoseleyRoad;  New  Swindon,  27  Bridge  Street ;  Shrewsbury, 
10  Masdal  Head ;  Dudley,  26  Market  Place ;  Hereford,  23 
High  Town. 
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At  Sheffield. 

AFTER  the  delivery  of  the  opening  address  to  the  students 
of  the  Sheffield  School  of  Pharmacy  by  the  President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on  October  14  (reported  last 
week),  a  dinner  was  held  at  the  Masonic  Hall.  Mr.  George 
Squire,  President  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and 
Chemical  Society,  occupied  the  chair,  and  the  company, 
which  included  several  medical  practitioners  of  the  city, 
numbered  nearly  one  hundred.  The  first  toast  following 
that  of  "  The  Queen  "  was  "  The  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and 
Chemical  Society,"  which  was  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  Rymer  Young, 
F.C.S.,  of  Warrington.  The  present  President  of  the  Society, 
he  said,  had  been  for  three  or  four  years  Secretary  of  the 
Society,  and  as  such  his*  experience  should  be  extremely 
valuable.  He  remarked  on  the  energetic  and  enthusiastic 
manner  in  which  their  members  seemed  to  throw  their 
whole  heart  and  soul  into  the  work  of  the  Association,  which 
explained  the  success  the  Society  had  attained.  In  reply, 
Mr.  Squire  said  the  first  general  meeting  of  the  Society  was 
held  on  January  21,  1869.  They  had  had  prosperous  and 
unprosperous  times  since,  but  he  was  glad  to  say  they  were 
meeting  that  evening  under  very  rosy  circumstances. 
Taking  all  things  into  consideration,  the  past  year  had  been 
a  very  successful  one.  It  was  true  that  the  membership  had 
somewhat  decreased,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  debt  had 
■decreased  also.  (Laughter  and  applause.)  In  fact,  it  had 
been  nearly  wiped  off.  (Applause.)  They  hoped  to  make 
the  coming  session  a  very  interesting  one.  Mr.  Young  had 
ascribed  their  success  to  the  fact  that  the  members  threw 
themselves  heart  and  soul  into  its  work.  He  begged  to 
•differ  from  Mr.  Young  in  that  matter.  (Laughter.)  He 
wished  they  would  throw  a  little  more  heart  and  soul  into  it. 
They  seemed  to  be  able  to  draw  the  members  together  to  the 
dinner,  but  they  could  not  draw  them  to  the  general  meet- 
ings. But,  with  such  subjects  for  discussion  as  "  Carbolic 
Acid,"  "  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association,"  "  Poor-law 
Dispensers,"  "  Federation  of  Local  Associations,"  and  "  The 
New  Pharmacy  Law,"  they  bad  every  prospect  for  some  very 
spirited  meetings.  He  commented  on  the  need  for  adding 
carbolic  acid  to  the  poisons  schedule,  and  spoke  of  the 
honour  conferred  upon  them  by  the  presence  of  Mr.  Hills 
and  the  election  of  their  fellow-townsman,  Mr.  Newsholme, 
as  Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Eardley,  who  proposed  "  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain,"  said  he  was  only  echoing  the  wish 
of  all  when  he  accorded  to  Mr.  Hills  a  very  hearty  welcome 
on  tlfls,  his  first  visit  to  Sheffield.  They,  as  a  local  Society, 
were  often  at  a  decided  disadvantage  in  having  to  appeal  at 
times  to  the  parent  Society  for  funds.  If  the  London 
Society  could  see  their  way  to  assist  local  education — say, 
by  a  capitation  grant — it  would  be  of  great  advantage.  Let 
them  have  an  annual  examination  of  students,  and  if  they 
came  up  to  a  certain  standard  have  a  grant  from  London  of 
about  11.  per  head.  That  would  not  cost  the  Society  very 
much,  but  it  would  be  of  great  assistance  to  local  societies. 
A  few  weeks  since,  at  the  Conference,  Dr.  Symes  had  sug- 
gested the  idea  of  intermediate  examinations,  and  doubtless 
many  of  them  had  seen  in  The  Chemist  and  Deuggist  of 
last  week  a  leading  article  on  the  subject.  He  thought 
there  was  a  good  deal  in  it.  Students  were  too  apt  to 
leave  their  study  for  the  examinations  to  the  last  year,  and 
then  to  cram.  If  there  were  an  intermediate  examination — 
say,  at  18,  a  written  examination  carried  on  somewhat  on 
the  same  lines  as  the  Preliminary — it  would  be  something 
for  students  to  work  up  to.  Their  minds  would  be  trained, 
and  they  would  no  longer  see,  as  they  saw  at  the  present 
time,  60,  70,  or  80  per  cent,  of  failures  at  their  examinations. 

The  President  at  this  point  announced  that  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen 
had  asked  him  how  much  the  Society  was  in  debt,  and  on  being 
told  he  had  offered  to  hand  him  a  cheque  for  the  amount. 
(Loud  applause,  followed  by  "  He's  a  jolly  good  fellow.") 

Mr.  Walter  Hills,  in  replying  to  the  toast,  reminded  his 
hearers  of  the  three  objects  for  which  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  was  founded,  namely: — (1)  the  advancement  of 
chemistry  and  botany  *  ;  (2)  the  provision  of  material  help  to 

*  Chemistry  and  pharmacy,  Mr.  Hills  meant,  no  doubt.— 
Ed.  C.  &  D. 


distressed  members ;  and  (3)  the  protection  of  those  who 
carried  on  the  business  of  chemists  and  druggists.  It 
was  agreed  that  to  a  great  extent  the  Society  had  been 
successful  in  the  first  two  objects  ;  but  there  were  differences 
of  opinion  as  to  how  far  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  suc- 
ceeded in  carrying  out  the  third  object.  As  regarded  that 
object,  the  good  work  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  were  able 
to  do  was  largely  dependent  on  the  loyal  support 
of  its  members  and  those  who  were  registered 
chemists  and  druggists  and  pharmaceutical  chemists 
throughout  the  kingdom.  Without  support  their  best- 
laid  schemes  fell  to  the  ground.  The  Pharmacy  Act  of 
1868,  as  they  knew,  had  not  been  altogether  successful.  It 
had  been  riddled  through  and  through  by  decisions  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  other  decisions.  But  he  might  say  that 
the  judgment  in  the  House  of  Lords  with  respect  to  com- 
pany trading,  and  also  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Justice  Hawkins 
in  the  important  Wheeldon  case,  were  bot'-i  in  the  direction 
of  recognising  the  qualification  of  the  individual  who 
dispensed  or  sold  poison ;  and  so  far  he  thought  they  were 
right.  But  there  was  very  much  apathy  with  regard  to  ques- 
tions which  the  Council  had  so  much  at  heart.  The  subject 
of  intermediate  examinations,  for  example,  which  had  been 
referred  to  that  night,  was  no  new  subject  to  them.  The 
Council  had  all  ready  drafted  a  Bill  dealing  with  that  subject, 
and  all  they  wanted  was  support  from  the  outside.  He 
thoroughly  agreed  with  intermediate  examinations  on  certain 
lines,  but  when  they  introduced  the  Bill  into  Parliament  it  had 
to  be  dropped  for  want  of  support.  It  was  quite  possible 
that  next  Session  they  would  go  to  Parliament  with  a 
simple  Bill  to  make  those  who  had  held  the  Minor  qualifica- 
tion eligible  as  members  of  the  Society.  Once  before,  when 
a  similar  Bill  came  on  for  second  reading,  there  was  not  a 
quorum,  and  he  urged  chemists  and  druggists  who  had 
interest  with  their  representatives  in  the  House  of  Commons 
to  see  that  they  thought  it  was  worth  their  while  to  be  in 
their  places  when  such  Bills  were  brought  before  the  House. 
He  had  mentioned  at  the  annual  meeting  that  such  a  Bill 
might  be  brought  forward  if  there  were  evidence  that  it  was 
desired.  Since  he  spoke  he  had  had  no  great  indication  that 
the  country  was  generally  anxious  for  it,  but  he  hoped  in 
the  next  two  or  three  months  the  local  associations  would 
say  what  they  wanted.  He  did  not  attach  much  importance 
to  letters  written  by  individuals,  especially  under  a  nom  de 
plume;  but  he  did  attach  the  greatest  importance  to  resolu- 
tions passed  by  meetings  of  local  associations  where  both 
sides  of  the  subject  might  be  thoroughly  discussed.  Not- 
withstanding the  judgments  he  had  referred  to  upholding 
the  principle  of  personal  qualification,  there  had  been  a 
tendency  in  public  departments  lately  to  lower  that  qualifi- 
cation. An  Order  of  Council  had  made  it  possible  for  old 
army  dispensers  and  others  not  holding  the  statutory  qualifi- 
cations to  dispense  medicines  in  Poor-law  Unions.  That,  he 
thought,  was  a  retrograde  step  that  they  ought  not  to 
allow.  They  should  not  allow  the  qualification  to  be 
watered  down  in  this  way.  The  poor,  he  maintained,  ought 
to  be  looked  after  as  well  as  the  rich.  They  ought  to 
endeavour  during  the  next  Session,  not  only  to  have  a  ques- 
tion asked  on  this  subject,  as  had  been  done,  but  to  go  a 
step  farther  and  get  some  M  P.  to  move  the  reduction 
of  certain  salaries  in  order  to  have  the  question  thoroughly 
discussed.  To  do  that  they  would  have  to  get  a  number  of 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons  interested,  and  this  was 
the  work  local  associations  could  do.  There  were 
besides  certain  grievances  of  dispensers  in  her  Majesty's 
prisons.  He  had  reason  to  hope  that  those  grievances  were 
being  considered  at  headquarters.  He  went  on  to  refer  to 
the  apathy  shown  in  the  election  of  local  secretaries,  and, 
referring  to  the  question  of  assisting  provincial  schools,  he 
remarked  that  the  members  of  the  Society  in  the  provinces 
formed  about  two-thirds  of  the  whole  body,  so  they  had  the 
matter  in  their  own  hands.  They  must,  however,  remember 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  w?as  not  a  rich  society.  With 
regard  to  carbolic  acid,  he  said  he  had  reason  to  believe 
that  carbolic  acid  would  not  be  added  to  the  schedule  of 
poisons  unless  pressure  was  brought  to  bear,  greater  than 
that  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  on  public  departments. 
On  several  occasions,  as  they  all  knew,  the  Council  had  done 
their  duty,  and  had  suggested  that  carbolic  acid  should  be 
deemed  a  poison ;  but  they  had  had  no  satisfactory  reply. 
Some  years  ago  there  was  a  Bill  brought  into  the  House  of 
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Lords,  in  which  it  was  proposed  by  the  Government  of  the 
day  that  there  should  be  another  class  of  dealers  in  poisons 
than  those  qualified  under  the  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
That,  he  thought,  was  rather  a  dangerous  principle,  and  one 
which  would  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  any  chemist  or 
druggist.  They  must  watch  this  very  carefully,  and  bring 
every  possible  pressure  to  bear  on  the  department  who  had 
charge  of  this  matter. 

Mr.  Newsholme  also  replied  to  the  toast ;  and  Mr.  W. 
Ward,  F.C.S.,  proposed  "  The  Medical  Profession,"  for  which 
Dr.  Robertson  and  Dr.  Andrew  Walker  responded. 

Mr.  Job  Preston  proposed  "  Scientific  and  Learned 
Societies,"  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  responded  in 
a  characteristically  humorous  speech,  which  was  much  ap- 
preciated. "  The  Visitors,"  proposed  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Fox,  was 
responded  to  by  Mr.  J.  Humphrey,  and  this  concluded  the 
toast-list. 

The  speeches  were  interspersed  with  songs,  duets,  and 
cornet  solos,  and  an  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 


Aberdeen  Chemists  Discuss  the  By-laws. 

The  annual  meeting  and  dinner  of  the  East  Aberdeenshire 
Chemists'  Association  was  held  at  Maud  on  October  14,  Mr. 
James  Walker,  of  Ellon,  President,  in  the  chair.  The  chief 
topic  of  discussion  was  the  new  by-laws  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society.  The  President,  in  his  retiring  address,  spoke  in 
favour  of  them.  He  thought  they  were  likely  to  exercise  a 
greater  effect  on  the  future  of  pharmacy  than  any  legislation 
on  the  Society's  behalf  since  1868.  He  approved  highly  of 
the  extension  of  the  scope  of  the  First  examination,  and, 
referring  to  the  increase  of  fee  for  the  Minor  examination, 
he  said  that,  although  it  had  met  with  a  good  deal  of 
adverse  criticism,  the  increase  was  quite  warranted,  seeing 
that  so  few  became  subscribers  to  the  Society.  Non-sub- 
scribers at  present  got  all  the  protection  of  subscribers,  and 
the  ten-guinea  fee  would  equalise  matters  a  good  deal.  There 
might  be  some  danger  of  finding  more  difficulty  in  the  future 
than  in  the  past  of  getting  apprentices,  but,  on  the  whole, 
he  believed  the  tendency  would  be  to  make  the  business  more 
attractive.  He  moved  that  the  Association  approve  of  the  by- 
aws.  Mr.  J.  H.  Tocher,  of  Peterhead,  seconded  the  motion, 
land  did  not  fear  any  dearth  of  apprentices.  It  was  most 
desirable  that  young  men  with  a  taste  for  the  work  and  with 
some  breeding  should  aspire  to  pharmacy,  and  this,  he  thought, 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  by-laws.  In  some  remarks  on  phar- 
maceutical ethics,  Mr.  Tocher  said  what  was  wanted  was 
that  they  should  first  insist  on  common  honesty  among 
pharmacists,  and  do  their  best  to  obtain  power  to  strike  off  the 
register  persons  guilty  of  dishonest  and  disgraceful  practices. 

Mr.  Johnston  also  spoke  in  support  of  the  proposed  by-laws, 
and  explained  his  position  regarding  their  adoption  by  the 
Council.  He  also  gave  an  interesting  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Council  and  of  the  great  amount  of  useful 
and  valuable  work  accomplished  in  London  without  ostenta- 
tion and  reward.  Messrs.  Lee,  Hardy,  McGregor,  and  Milne 
took  part  in  the  subsequent  discussion,  and  the  President's 
motion  was  carried  unanimously.  Mr.  W.  Cruickshank,  of 
Fraserburgh,  was  elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Brighton  Juniors 
held  a  "  social "  on  October  13,  and  there  was  a  "  full  house." 
Messrs.  C.  G.  Yates  and  A.  S.  Kent  had  arranged  the  pro- 
gramme, which  was  fully  appreciated. 

The  Three  Towns'  Dinneb. 

The  members  of  the  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonehouse 
and  District  Chemists'  Association  held  their  annual  dinner 
on  Wednesday  evening  at  the  Freemasons'  Hall.  Mr.  James 
Cocks  presided  over  a  company  numbering:  about  seventy, 
among  whom  were-Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  F.L.S.,  of  London  ; 
Mr.  J.  H.  Lake,  President  of  the  Exeter  Association  ;  Dr. 
Axford,  and  Dr.  W.  Chayn  Wilson.  Letters  regretting 
inability  to  be  present  were  received  from  Mr.  W.  Hills 
(President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society),  Mr.  Carteighe,  Mr. 
R.  Bremridge,  Mr.  Henry  Gadd,  J.P.  (Exeter)  ;  and  Messrs. 
Goldsworthy,  Harte,  and  Newton,  representing  the  firms  of 
Barron  Harvey,  Maw,  and  Howard  Lloyd  respectively. 

A  long  toast-list  followed  the  dinner. 

In  proposing  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  Mr.  Maitland 
introduced  his  toast  by  complimenting  the  Society  on  its 
progressive  policy.    It  had  done  much  good  educationally 


and  with  its  Benevolent  Fund.  In  carrying  out  the  Pharmacy 
Act  it  had  shown  that  it  was  alive  to  the  interests  of  its 
members.  Its  Parliamentary  record  during  the  past  year 
had  been  a  barren  one.  Mr.  Maitland  expressed  his  desire 
to  see  the  associates  of  the  Society  converted  into  members, 
and,  in  conclusion,  complimented  Mr.  Park  on  the  work  he 
had  done  on  the  Council. 

Mr.  Park,  in  responding,  said  if  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
was  a  close  corporation  it  was  entirely  the  fault  of  the 
chemists  who  did  not  join  it.  All  were  welcome.  He  also' 
referred  to  the  Bill  which  the  Council  were  preparing  to 
admit  associates  to  membership,  and  hoped  local  associa- 
tions would  do  all  they  could  to  help  it. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Turney  proposed  "  The  Association,"  which  be- 
thought was  carrying  on  a  work  which  would  have  been 
regarded  as  impossible  some  time  back.  Their  success  was- 
largely  due  to  their  late  Secretary  and  present  Chairman, 
Mr.  Cocks. 

Mr.  Cocks  replied.  He  said  their  past  year  had  been  one 
of  unqualified  success.  They  now  numbered  130  members, 
and  the  three  objects  of  their  Association — trade  interests, 
educational  work,  and  social  benefit — had  all  been  success- 
fully carried  out.  Local  associations  would  probably  be 
called  upon  to  discuss  a  new  Poisons  Act,  which  it  was- 
understood  the  Government  contemplated  introducing.  The 
addition  of  carbolic  acid  to  the  schedule  was  urgently 
demanded  in  the  interests  of  the  public.  Mr.  Cocks  also- 
spoke  of  the  services  which  the  P.A.T.A.  had  rendered  to- 
the  trade,  not  only  in  regard  to  the  articles  the  prices  of 
which  were  now  protected,  but  also  in  drawing  the  atten- 
tion of  manufacturers  to  the  fact  that  chemists  have  a 
financial  interest  in  the  proprietary-medicine  trade.  In 
conclusion,  the  Chairman  complimented  Mr.  Holmes  on  the 
distinguished  honour  recently  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
award  of  the  Fliickiger  medal. 

"The  Exeter  Association"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  G. 
Netten,  C  C,  and  replied  for  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Lake.  Mr.  Doble 
(Tavistock)  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Officers  of  the  Associa- 
tion," and  Mr.  C.  T.  Weary  (Hon.  Sec.)  and  Mr.  Condy 
U'Ren  (Hon.  Treasurer)  returned  thanks. 

Mr.  O.  A.  Reade  proposed  "  The  Junior  Section,"  and  said 
that  it  was  from  among  the  juniors  that  they  had  to  look  for  the 
Bells  and  the  Hanburys  of  the  future.  They  would  have  to- 
carry  forward  the  flag  of  pharmacy  when  the  seniors  had 
retired  from  the  field.  The  employers  in  that  district  had 
in  most  cases  recognised  their  responsibility  to  their  appren- 
tices by  giving  them  opportunities  of  attending  classes.  If 
he  had  asked  the  employers  of  thirty  or  thirty-five  years  to  allow 
his  apprentices  to  accompany  him  on  a  botanical  ramble  his 
exit  from  that  pharmacy  would  have  been  moie  'hurried 
than  dignified.  He  hoped  that  before  long  there  would  be 
some  attempt  to  teach  botany  in  their  public  park.  The 
attendance  and  progress  at  the  classes  during  the  year  had 
been  steady,  and  he  urged  the  juniors  not  to  neglect  the 
opportunities  offered  to  them.  Mr.  Cantle  briefly  replied  to 
this  toast. 

Mr.  George  Breeze,  J.P.,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  "  The 
Honorary  Members,"  spoke  of  the  high  position  Mr.  Holmes 
had  attained  as  a  botanist,  and  also  expressed  the  obligations 
of  the  Association  to  Mr.  Kintol  Bond,  B.Sc.  Mr.  Holmes- 
said  he  felt  it  to  be  an  honour  to  be  associated  with  the 
most  progressive,  and,  he  believed,  one  of  the  largest,, 
chemists'  associations  in  the  country,  and  one  whose  example, 
if  followed,  would  do  much  for  the  future  welfare  of  the 
craft.  He  said  progressive  emphatically,  because  even  the 
younger  members  showed  by  their  herbaria  they  had  sent 
in,  and  which  he  had  that  afternoon  examined,  that  they 
were  quite  in  the  forefront— in  the  subject  of  botany,  at  all 
events.  He  wished  the  Association  uninterrupted  success  in 
the  future,  and  felt  sure  they  would  attain  it. 

"The  Visitors"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Bailey,  and 
replied  for  by  Mr.  Humphrey;  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Woods 
brought  the  toast-list  to  an  end  by  proposing  "  The  Ladies," 
for  whom  Mr.  J.  R.  Johnson  responded. 

Songs  were  given  by  Mayor  Rendle,  the  Western  Glee 
Singers,  Turney,  J.  E.  Bone,  Jackson  and  Doddridge. 

C.A.A.  Smoker. 
On  Thursday  evening  of  last  week,  the  Chemists'  Assistants 
Association  held  their  first  smoking-concert  of  the  season 
in  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant.  Mr.  A.  L. 
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Savory  was  in  the  chair,  Mr.  E.  W.  Lucas  acting  as  vice ; 
and  the  company,  which  included  many  familiar  faces, 
numbered  some  200.  A  good  many  professional  artists  were 
engaged  for  the  occasion,  and  the  majority  of  the  items 
(especially  the  comic  ones)  were  encored.  The  cornet 
solos  of  Mr.  Harry  Perrin  formed  a  pleasing  feature  of  the 
entertainment.  During  the  interval  Mr.  T.  Morley  Taylor 
(President)  made  an  amusing  speech  in  proposing  the  health 
of  the  chairmen.  He  briefly  dealt  with  some  of  the  objects 
of  the  C.A.A.,  airily  remarking  that  these  concerts  brought 
assistants  together  "  who  smoked  other  chaps'  tobacco." 
What  did  assistants  drink  1  he  asked.  Camwal  1  No- — they 
could  not  get  it.  (It  appeared  that  Camwal  was  not  to  be 
had  that  evening  although  advertised  on  the  programme.) 
Messrs.  Savory  and  Lucas  cordially  returned  thanks.  The 
entertainment  was  kept  up  till  about  11.30. 


Zhe  Winter  Session. 


LIVERPOOL  PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS'  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  October  14,  the  Vice- 
President,  Mr.  H.  B.  Morgan  in  the  chair.  The  Secretary 
(Mr.  P.  H.  Marsden)  read  a  report  of  the  year's  work,  which 
showed  a  small  falling  off  in  the  membership.  The 
Treasurer's  report  showed  a  balance  to  the  good  of  21, 10s.  6a!. 
Nine  new  members  were  elected,  and  officers  for  the  ensuing 
session  were  chosen  as  follows  : — President,  Mr.  H.  Pierson  ; 
Vice-Presidents,  Messrs.  Prosper  H.  Marsden  and  John  Jones  ; 
Secretary,  Mr.  J.  Harris  Burns ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  Geo. 
McLoughlin;  with  Harold  Wyatt,  jun.,  R.  H.  Mitchell,  T.  S. 
Wokes,  John  Park,  T.  H.  Wardleworth,  H.  B.  Morgan, 
W.  Cockshott,  Charles  Sharp,  F.L.S.,  and  G.  V.  C.  Last  as  a 
committee.  Among  the  papers  announced  are : — "  Soap- 
making,"  by  Mr.  Eastwood ;  "  Sponges,"  by  Mrs.  Wokes  ; 
"  Dispensing  Notes,"  by  Mr.  Harold  Wyatt,  jun.  ;  Botanical 
papers  by  Miss  E.  M.  Wood  and  Mr.  G.  V.  C.  Last ;  and  "  As 
Others  See  Us,"  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Mitchell. 


MANCHESTER  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  of  the  newly-elected  Council  of  the  above 
Association  was  held  at  the  Society's  Rooms,  Victoria  Hotel, 
on  Tuesday  evening,  when  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  session 
were  elected  as  follows  : — President,  Mr.  J.  S.  Woolley ; 
Vice-Presidents,  Messrs.  H.  Kemp  and  W.  Kirkby  ;  Treasurer, 
Mr.  H.  A.  Pidd  ;  Secretary,  Mr.  A.  Blackburn. 


WESTERN  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION  (OF 
LONDON). 

THE  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  October 
20,  at  the  Westbourne  Restaurant,  W.,  some  thirty  members 
being  present.  The  financial  statement  showed  that  the 
Association  had  a  balance  in  hand  of  31.  16s.  9d.,  and  eighty- 
one  subscribers  on  their  books.  The  election  of  the  com- 
mittee for  the  ensuing  year  resulted  in  the  appointment  of 
Messrs.  Martindale,  Andrews,  Parker,  Hyslop,  Taplin,  Crack- 
nell,  Dyson,  Gulliver,  Herrington,  Mathews,  Phillips,  Smith, 
Tennant,  Warren,  and  Worsley.  It  was  decided  that  the 
annual  dinner  should  be  held  at  the  Cafe  Royal,  Regent 
Street,  in  November,  the  price  of  the  tickets  to  be  7s.  6d. 
each.  Mr.  MARSH  asked  if  ladies  might  be  invited,  and  this 
gave  rise  to  a  long  discussion.  On  a  vote  being  taken  Mr. 
Marsh  was  the  only  supporter  of  his  suggested  innovation. 
The  President  (Mr.  J.  W.  Taplin)  afterwards  read  a  short 
address,  in  the  course  of  which  he  said  that  chemists,  as 
business-men,  should  watch  their  rivals,  illegitimate  though 
they  might  consider  them.  The  general  public,  however, 
were  indifferent  as  to  what  their  rivals  were,  so  long  as 
money  could  be  saved.  From  a  commercial  aspect,  which 
was  not  in  any  sense  derogatory  to  the  profession,  chemists 
expected  too  much  from  the  public ;  for  with  such  articles  as 
cod-liver  oil,  chemical  food,  and  things  in  the  nature  of  a 
food  which  were  in  constant  demand,  the  public  preferred 
to  patronise  the  stores  rather  than  pay  the  charges  of  the 
chemist.     They   should  reduce  their  charges    in  many 


instances,  so  as  to  prevent  the  cutter's  success.  He  sug- 
gested that  it  might  be  advantageous  if  dispensing-charges 
were  lowered,  except  in  the  dispensing  of  pills,  the  present 
rates  for  which  were  utterly  inadequate.  He  presumed  it 
paid  the  chemist  to  dispense  for  medical  men  upon  a  much) 
lower  scale  than  they  charged  to  the  public.  Could  they  not 
find  a  via  media,  and  charge  them  some  20  or  25  per  cent, 
increase  above  the  charges  to  a  doctor  ?  By  so  doing  they 
might  get  a  much  larger  share  of  the  dispensing  of  the- 
country. 


PLYMOUTH,  DEVONPORT,  STONEHOUSE  AND 
DISTRICT  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

On  behalf  of  this  Society,  Mr.  D.  A.  Reade  conducted  an. 
examination  in  botany  on  October  13.  Nine  candidates 
presented  themselves,  and  the  paper  set  for  them  contained 
twelve  questions,  but  not  more  than  eight  were  to  be  at- 
tempted. Besides  questions  on  nomenclature  and  on  organic 
botany,  candidates  were  asked  to  give  the  characters  of  any 
Natural  Order  they  preferred,  enumerating  as  many  plants- 
belonging  to  it  as  they  could  remember,  and  to  describe  a 
number  of  specimens,  giving  their  classes  and  sub-classes. 

On  Tuesday  evening  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  adjudicated  on  the- 
botanical  specimens  collected  by  the  apprentices  of  the- 
Association.  In  referring  to  the  matter  the  Western  Mercury' 
says  : — "  Plymouth  is  to  be  honoured  next  week  by  a  visit 
from  the  greatest  living  botanist,  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  F.L.S.,. 
curator  of  the  Museum  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  to  whom,  as  we  announced  a  fortnight  ago,  the 
Fliickiger  medal  has  just  been  awarded.  Son  of  a  former 
pastor  of  Wycliffe  Congregational  Church,  Albert  Road,. 
Devonport,  Mr.  Holmes,  when  residing  in  the  Three  Towns,, 
was  a  most  enthusiastic  botanist,  and  a  good  many  years 
ago  he  was  in  business  in  Plymouth.  His  object  in  revisit- 
ing the  scene  of  his  former  labours  is  to  examine  the 
botanical  specimens  collected  by  the  apprentices  of  the 
chemists  of  Plymouth.  This  he  will  do  on  Tuesday  evening, 
and  on  the  following  night  he  will  be  the  guest  of  the 
chemists  at  their  annual  dinner."  We  report  this  function 
on  a  preceding  page. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  CHEMISTS'  AND  APOTHECARIES'' 
ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION  OF  IRELAND. 

At  the  opening  meeting  of  this  Association,  held  on 
October  15,  Mr.  G.  G.  Fetherston,  L.P.S.I..  Vice-Presideat, 
in  the  chair,  the  Treasurer  (Mr.  J.  Tyrie  Turner)  reported 
that  the  Association  had  in  hand,  after  paying  all  debts,  a 
balance  of  over  11Z.,  exclusive  of  the  renewal  subscriptions, 
which,  when  received,  would  greatly  swell  the  existing 
balance.  The  annual  report,  presented  by  Mr.  O'Sullivan, 
stated  that  the  attendance  of  members  at  the  meetings  in 
1895-96  was  better  than  that  of  the  previous  session  ;  but, 
considering  the  number  on  the  roll,  a  still  better  attendance 
might  have  been  expected.  It  was  thought  that  perhaps- 
Friday  was  an  inconvenient  evening  for  many  members,  and 
a  vote  of  the  members  as  to  changing  the  night  of  meeting 
was  taken,  with  the  result  that  Friday  evening  was  retained 
by  a  narrow  majority.  It  was  decided  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session  to  supply  each  member  with  a  copy  of  a  trade 
journal,  and  it  was  considered  that  this  policy  had  helped 
to  awaken  additional  interest  in  the  Association  by  bringing 
members  into  its  ranks  who  had  previously  hesitated.  A 
continuance  of  this '  policy  was  recommended,  and,  should' 
the  committee  find  it  convenient,  it  was  suggested  that  a 
variety  in  the  journal  supplied  might  be  resolved  on,  par- 
ticularly where  members  of  the  Association  are  at  the  same 
time  members  of  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The* 
meetings  of  the  past  session  were  reviewed  in  congratulatory 
terms,  and  it  was  suggested  that  the  subscriptions  payable 
by  country  members  should  be  reduced  from  10s.  to  7s.  Qd.  per - 
annum.  It  was  also  suggested  that,  if  a  workable  scheme 
could  be  arranged,  an  employment  agency  should  be  started.. 
The  report  concluded  with  thanks  to  the  President  and 
Council  of  the  P.S.I,  for  their  help  and  to  the  trade  Press.  'Ihe- 
report  having  been  adopted  and  fifteen  new  members  elected, 
the  re-election  of  Mr.  McCarthy  as  President  was  proposed* 
by  Mr.  Hardy  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Hunt,  buthe  declined  the- 
office  with  thanks,  on  the  ground  that  he  thought  an  in- 
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fusion  of  new  blood  desirable.  Mr.  W.J.  Hardy,  L.P.S.I.' 
was  then  unanimously  elected  President.  Mr.  Hunt,  L. P.S.I. , 
;:  was  elected  Vice-President ;  Mr.  J.  Tyrie  Turner  re-elected 
Hon.  Treasurer;  and  Messrs.  W.  Vincent  Johnston,  M.P.S.I., 
and  W.  J.  Dunwoody,  L.P.S.I.,  Hon.  Secretary  and  Hon.  Assis- 
tant Secretary  respectively.  The  following  were  appointed  a 
■committee.: — Messrs.  McCarthy,  O'Sullivan,  Parker,  Cowie, 
Taylor,  Yoxall,  Ashe,  Cahill,  Hogan,  Meyrick,  W.  U.  Smith, 
Savage,  Watson,  Nagle,  Ardill,  Glover,  and  Carroll. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dunwoody,  the  name  of  the 
Association  was  changed  to  that  of  the  "  Irish  Pharmacists' 
Assistants'  Association."  He  originally  proposed  that  it 
should  take  the  name  of  the  "Irish  Pharmacists' Associa- 
tion," but  Mr.  Conyngham,  who  was  present,  raised  the  point 
whether,  as  not  all  the  members  were  qualified  pharmacists, 
they  .could  legally  adopt  such  a  title.  This  led  to  a  long 
discussion,  and  the  result  was  what  we  have  intimated. 

When  the  "  employment  agency  "  came  on  for  discussion, 
Mr.  Councillor  Conyngham  warmly  supported  it,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  committee  to  carry  out  the  details. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McCarthy,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hogan, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  subscriptions  of  country  members  be 
lowered  from  10s.  to  7s.  Qd.  per  annum,  this  to  give  all  the 
advantages  which  the  town  members  enjoyed.  After  several 
votes  of  thanks  had  been  passed,  it  was  announced  amid 
applause  that  Mr.  Howie,  of  London,  had  consented  to 
deliver  a  lecture  on  the  Scottish  Alps,  illustrated  by  lime- 
light views,  probably  in  November  next. 


ABERDEEN   AND  NORTH   OF   SCOTLAND  SOCIETY 
OF  CHEMISTS  AND  DRUGGISTS. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  Society,  held  on  October  13,  Mr.  John 
Johnston  (President)  in  the  chair,  the  report  of  the  Educa- 
tion Committee,  recommending  Mr.  Marshal  Watt  as  teacher 
of  the  Society's  School  of  Pharmacy.  Mr.  Watt's  appoint- 
ment was  accepted  nem.  con. 


£raoe*fll>arft0  HppUeo  for. 

{From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal"  October  20,  1897.) 
"Ambos";  for  an  ointment  for  human  use.    By  A.  S.  Elwood, 
7  Arlington  Street,  Piccadilly,  London,  merchant,  and  Evan 
F.  Davies,  93  Grosvenor  Boad,  Highbury,  London,  chemist 
and  druggist.  207,842. 

41  Escubosquos,"  and  other  wording  ;  for  a  condition  food  for 
horses,  cattle,  pigs,  and  poultry.  By  J.  &  A.  Duxbury 
Brothers,  66  Pringle  Street,  Audley,  Blackburn,  Lanes.,  cattle 
dealers.  206,674.  Essential  particulars,  the  word  "  Escu- 
bosquos." 

*'  Fbuvel  ";  for  substances  used  as  food  or  as  ingredients  in  food 
By  De  Carle  &  Son,  9  St.  Augustine's  Street,  Norwich,  manu_ 
facturing  chemists.  207,383. 

"Pobte-Veine,"  device  of  pig  (twice)  and  written  signature 
"  Ed.  Pinaud " ;  for  a  scent.  By  Victor  Klotz,  trading  as 
Ed.  Pinaud,  37  Boulevard  de  Strasbourg,  Paris,  perfumer. 
206,026.  Essential  particulars,  the  words  "  Porte-Veine," 
device  of  pigs  and  written  signature. 

"  Tupa,"  and  wording"  The  Wonder  of  the  Age,"  &c;  for  a  pre- 
paration for  the  hair.  By  M.  J.  Crawford,  Rydalmere> 
Gleneagle  Road,  Streatham,  London,  S.W.  [of  no  occupation], 
207,446.    Essential  particulars,  the  word  "  Tupa." 


Cabs. 

The  Saliva  is  sometimes  said  to  possess  antiseptic 
power.  Hugenschmidt  has  proved  that  it  has  not,  and  that 
the  freedom  from  infection  of  wounds  in  the  mouth  is  due  to 
active  phagocytosis. 

Acetanilide  can  be  quickly  distinguished  from  phen- 
acetin  by  shaking  the  powder  with  water,  filtering,  and 
adding  a  little  bromine-water  to  the  filtrate.  Parabrom- 
acetanilide  is  precipitated  if  acetanilide  is  present. 

Reactions  and  Reagents. — Dr.  J.  Altschul  commenced! 
in  the  Pharmaceutical  Centralh.  of  September  2,  a  first 
supplement  to  the  collection  of  tests  referred  to  in  the 
C.  %  D.  of  September  4.  Fully  five  pages  are  devoted  to 
tests  up  to  the  middle  of  "  H." 


Zvtibe  IReporte. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.C.,  October  21. 
fFHE  tone  of  the  markets  all  round  has  been  somewhat 
-L  dull  this  week.  A  fair  volume  of  business  continues  to 
be  done,  but  there  have  been  no  price-changes  of  much 
importance.  In  fine  chemicals  we  have  to  note,  first  of  all, 
a  dull  market  and  rather  lower  prices,  for  quinine.  Cin- 
chonidine,  on  the  other  hand,  is  said  to  have  changed 
hands  again  at  higher  rates.  All  bromine  salts  have  been 
advanced  Id.  per  lb.  by  the  convention.  Refined  camphor 
is  firm  in  London,  and  Id.  per  lb.  dearer  in  Hamburg. 
Cream  of  tartar  again  lower,  citric  and  tartaric  acids 
rather  dull  of  sale,  and  tending  easier.  It  is  reported 
that  a  convention  price  has  been  fixed  for  acetanilid 
at  a  reduction  of  l%d.  per  oz.  Carbolic  acid  is  pretty  firm. 
Opium  alkaloids  unaltered,  although  in  some  quarters  it  is 
reported  that  codeine  is  slightly  easier.  Cocaine  quiet. 
Sulphonal  is  again  quoted  a  little  dearer  nominally,  but  in 
practice  prices  appear  to  be  unchanged.  In  heavy  chemicals 
we  have  to  report  an  easier  market  in  sulphate  of  copper, 
while  sulphate  of  ammonia  is  higher.  Benzols,  naphthas, 
and  alum  remain  very  firm.  Yellow  prussiate  of  potash  is 
also  steady,  and  cyanide  of  potash  is  again  quoted  higher. 
In  borax  and  boracic  acid  there  is  no  change.  Glycerine  is 
quiet.  Lead  salts  are  very  dull  of  sale,  and  chlorate  of  potash 
offers  at  very  low  rates.  Quicksilver  shows  no  alteration. 
In  the  drag-market  we  have  to  report  a  certain  scarcity  of 
Curacao  aloes.  Good  green  buchu-leaves  are  in  request  at 
high  rates,  and  an  advance  on  the  last  sale  prices  has  been 
paid  for  cardamoms  and  Tinevelly  senna.  Balsam  Peru  is 
slightly  firmer,  tolu  remains  scarce.  Cascara  sagrada  has 
considerably  advanced.  Coriander-seed  is  firmer,  and  for 
jalap  full  prices  are  asked.  At  to-day's  auctions  there  was 
little  change  in  gum  acacia,  the  bulk  being  bought  in.  There 
has  been  a  fair  demand  for  common  Ghatti,  and  Aden  gum 
is  scarce.  Persian  is  also  held  for  full  prices.  Menthol 
is  firm,  and  there  has  been  more  business  in  cod-liver  oil. 
Orris-root  still  offers  at  cheap  rates.  The  opium-market 
has  been  somewhat  excited,  and  prices  are  higher.  Senega, 
root  is  also  dearer.  Ergot  of  rye  very  steady.  Gentian- 
root  offers  at  somewhat  easier  rates.  In  essential  oils  there 
are  few  changes.  Star-anise  and  cassia  are  both  easier, 
citronella  and  lemon-grass  dearer,  and  American  peppermint 
is  still  offered  at  low  rates.  Rhubarb  sells  steadily  at  the 
last  rates.  Fine  qualities  of  sarsaparilla  remain  scarce. 
In  drysalteries  the  market  has  kept  pretty  firm,  with  an 
upward  tendency  in  some  articles.  Shellac,  though  steady 
at  auction,  is  easier  for  shipment  and  delivery.  Cutch  is 
firmer.  Garnbier  easier.  A  good  business  has  been  done  in 
the  various  grades  of  turmeric  at  advancing  rates.  Both 
Chinese  and  Persian  galls  are  dearer.  Tragacanth  has  been 
in  somewhat  better  inquiry.  Central  American  indigo  is 
dearer.  Spices  have  been  very  dull  this  week.  The  only 
article  in  which  much  business  has  been  done  is  Zanzibar 
cloves,  but  the  sales  have  been  at  lower  prices.  Chillies  and 
cassia  lignea  are  quiet,  mace  rather  easier,  nutmegs  dull, 
ginger  quiet  for  all  varieties.  Black  and  white  peppers  are 
easier  on  the  spot  as  well  as  for  delivery.  The  oil-market 
is  also  tending  lower  all  round.  Linseed  oil  about  Q,\d. 
easier  ;  rape  oil  3d.  lower  for  crude  and  refined ;  Ravison 
steady.  Crude  cotton-seed  oil  dull,  refined  a  little  lower. 
Ceylon  cocoanut  oil  unaltered  on  the  spot  and  slightly  easier 
for  arrival.  Cochin  unaltered.  Palm  and  olive  oils  un- 
changed. Turpentine  has  fluctuated,  but  closes  at  the  same 
rates  as  last  week.  Petroleum  is  flat,  at  4^.  to  5|^.  par 
gallon  for  American. 
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An  Inland  Revenue  order  (No.  15,  October  7, 1897)  has  been 
issued  in  which  further  concessions  are  made  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  tinctures,  medicinal-spirits,  flavouring- 
Exports  of      essences,  and  perfumes.  The  condition  allowing 

T'no*"']es  essences  to  be  packed  in  1-gal.  cases,  when  in 
in  Bond.  ,       ,  T       n  i    i  i_ 

bottles  not  exceeding  4  oz.  each,  has  now  been 

extended  to  medicinal  spirits,  but  not  less  than  2  liquid  gals. 

are  to  be  regarded  as  a  legal  quantity  for  exportation  in  one 

consignment.   Medicinal  spirits,  essences,  and  perfumes  may 

be  packed  in  the  same  case,  when  so  desired,  if  packed  in 

separate  internal  packages.    It  has  been  made  permissible  to 

export  10  gals,  (formerly  5)  of  medicinal  spirit  or  essence  in  a 

jar  covered  with  wickerwork.  An  important  concession  is  the 

withdrawal  of  the  regulations  which  prescribed  the  minimum 

and  progressive  sizes  of  bottles  of  perfumed  spirits,  bottles 

of  any  size  being  not  allowed,  subject  to  existing  conditions 

as  regards  internal  packages.    Non-dutiable  goods  may  also 

be  packed  in  with  duty  paid,  provided  that  they  are  placed 

in  an  internal  package  marked  "  Free  goods." 


Our  Smyrna  correspondent  telegraphs    on  Wednesday 
afternoon  that  the  sales  for  the  week  amount  to 
Opium*  50  cases  fair  Manfacturing  opium  at  from 

Telegram.       7S.  4^   to  7^        per  ]b ;   f  _o  b_  Smyrna.  The 
market  closes  firmer. 


Our  New  York  correspondent  telegraphs  on  Thursday 
evening  that  mandrake  {Podophyllin)  root  offers  at  4§c.  to 
New  York  4|c,  and  Sassafras-bark  at  7^c.  per  lb.,  both 
Cablegram.  showing  an  advancing  market.  Golden  seal 
root  is  held  for  60c.  per  lb.  The  stock  of  Stillingia-barh  has 
all  been  bought  up  in  the  primary  market.  Cypripedium 
root  is  quoted  at  25c,  and  is  advancing.  HGH  oil  of  pepper- 
mint is  unchanged.    Petroleum  offers  at  $540  per  barrel. 


AcetANILID. — We  hear  a  report  that  Is.  l^d.  per  lb.  net 
has  been  fixed  as  the  I  convention  price  for  lots  of  not  less 
than  1  cwt.,  which  would  show  a  decline  of  about  l%d.  on 
recent  rates.  But  one  of  the  agents  informs  us  that  he  has 
made  no  change  in  his  quotation,  which  remains  Is.  3d. 

Acid  (Cabbolic). — Rather  firmly  held.  Crystals  are 
quoted  at  Id.  per  lb.  for  39°  to  40°  O,  and  at  6±d.  to6£rZ.  per 
lb.  for  34°  to  35°  C.  on  the  spot.  Crude  offers  "at  2s.  2|fZ.  to 
2s.  3d.  per  gal.  for  75  per  cent,  and  Is.  11<Z.  to  2s.  per  gal. 
for  60  per  cent.    Cresylic,  95  per  cent.,  Is.  Id.  per  gal. 

Acids  (Various). —  Citric  tending  easier,  B.P.  make  offers 
at  Is.  1§<2.  per  lb.  Tartaric  acid  is  firmly  held  for  foreign 
makes,  12|d.  per  lb.  being  the  current  quotation,  but  English 
(  B.P.)  acid  is  somewhat  easier  at  Is.  lfcZ.  per  lb.  Oxalic 
quiet,  at  3kd.  to  3%d.  per  lb.,  net  terms. 

Aloes. — There  have  been  no  arrivals  of  Curacao  aloes  for 
some  time,  and  the  bulk  of  the  stock  is  firmly  held. 

Absenic. — Fairly  steady,  at  22,1.  10s.  per  ton  for  white 
powder. 

Balsam  Pebu. — There  has  been  a  somewhat  improved 
inquiry  for  this  article  lately.  The  current  quotation  for 
good  bright  balsam  of  direct  import  is  from  7s.  3d.  to  7s.  6d. 
per  lb. 

BALSAM  Toltj. — Scarce,  and  firmly  held.  Some  business  is 
reported  in  fine  genuine  balsam  at  3s.  Qd.  per  lb.  ;  and  for 
ordinary  grades  from  2s.  6d.  to  3s.  per  lb.  is  quoted. 

Bleaching-powdeb. — 11. "per  ton  spot,  and  61.  5s.,  f.o.b.,or 
on  rail  Liverpool  for  softwood  casks. 

Boeax  still  offers  very  cheaply  ;  crystals  at  14s.  to  14s.  6^. 
and  powder  at  15s.  per  cwt.  For  boracic  acid  the  quotations 
are:  crystals,  24s.;  powder,  26s.  per  cwt. 

Buchu. — The  market  remains  very  firm,  and  there  have 
been  several  inquiries  this  week  for  good  long  green  leaves. 
With  regard  to  round  leaves  it  is'pointed  out  that  the  princi- 
pal reason  why  the  leaves  offered  at  last  Thursday's  sale  were 
lower  in  price  was  on  account  of  the  inferior  quality.  The 
American  buyers,  who  have  been  the  chief  operators  lately, 
do  not  care  for  any  but  really  good  green  leaves,  and  these 


are  as  scarce  and  as  dear  as  ever.  This  week  Id.  per  lb.  has 
been  paid. 

Beomides. — On  October  15  the  manufacturers  advanced 
their  quotations  for  bromide  salts  by  Id.  per  lb.  all  round. 
The  following  are  their  present  prices  : — 


Under 
1  cwt. 

1  to  10 

cwt. 

10  cwt.  and 
upwards 

S.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Pot.  brom. 

1  10 

1  9i 

1  9 

Sodii  brom. 

2 

2  n 

2  1 

Ammon.  brom. 

2  2 

n 

This  advance  has  taken  many  people  by  surprise,  for  on  the 
surface  no  sufficient  ground  could  be  found  for  it.  But  it 
would  appear  that  having  brought  into  the  combined  fold 
the  one  or  two  outside  makers,  who  for  some  time  past  have 
been  underselling  them,  the  idea  of  an  extra  profit  to  com- 
pensate for  the  previous  "  stagnation  "  not  unnaturally  pre- 
sented itself  to  the  makers.  It  is  stated  that  there  is  now  a 
close  convention  in  bromine-preparations  similar  to  that 
which  existed  in  iodides,  and  there  seems  every  probability 
that  the  advance  in  price  will  be  maintained,  its  moderation 
helping  considerably  to  this  end.  As  in  the  case  of  iodides, 
no  reduction-clause  is  granted  on  contracts. 

CalumbA  firmly  held,  at  32s.  to  33s.  per  cwt.  for  fair 
sorts. 

Camphoe  (Ceude). — Firmer.  A  sale  of  200  cases  Japan 
camphor  has  been  made  on  the  spot  at  100s.  per  cwt.,  landed 
terms. 

Camphoe  (Refined). — -No  alteration  was  announced  in 
English  camphor  on  'Change  to-day,  but  German  is  Id.'  per 
lb.  dearer. 

Caedamoms. — The  latest  mail  reports  from  Ceylon  state 
that  the  demand  for  cardamoms  for  Bombay  continues  to  be 
very  strong.  Parcels  of  Mysore  pods  have  changed  hands  at 
prices  ranging  from  2T2r.  to  2  50r.  per  lb.,  and  Malabar  is 
selling  for  the  same  market  at  from  170r.  to  1  80  per  lb. 
Business  with  the  European  market  was  almost  at  a  stand- 
still in  both  these  grades.  Closing  prices  ranged  from  2r.  to 
2  05r.  The  London  market  is  extremely  firm.  There  has 
been  an  arrival  of  between  50  and  60  cases,  but  this  will  no 
doubt  find  ready  buyers,  although  it  is  probably  limited  at 
high  figures.  For  common  Malabar  cardamoms,  such  as 
generally  sell  at  about  Is.  5d.  per  lb.,  3s.  Id.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 
terms,  is  asked,  and  bids  of  2s.  8d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  have  been, 
refused. 

Cascaea  Sageada. — A  fair  amount  of  business  has  been 
done  on  the  spot  at  from  15s.  up  to  17s.  per  cwt.  For 
arrival  17s.  Gd.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  is  mentioned  as  the  price. 
After  last  Thursday's  drug-sales,  about  150  bales  changed 
hands  at  from  15s.  up  to  16s.  per  cwt.  To-day's  spot  quota- 
tion is  17s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Cinchona. — The  Amsterdam  cinchona-auctions  of  Novem- 
ber 4  will  consist  of  5,691  bales  and  437  cases,  representing 
a  total  of  555,810  kilos,  of  bark.  Of  this  quantity  521,997 
kilos,  are  bark  from  private  plantations,  and  33,813  kilos, 
from  the  Government  gardens.  The  first-hand  stock  in 
Amsterdam  on  October  12  consisted  of  only  2.040  packages 
of  Government  and  5,778  packages  of  private  bark.  This 
includes  the  quantity  to  be  offered  for  auction.  The  ship- 
ments from  Ceylon,  from  January  1  to  September  21,  are  as 
follows  : — 

1897  1896  1895  1894 

Lbs.  Lbs.  Lbs.  Lbs. 

526,093         881,743         733,288  2,181,459 

Cocaine. —  Crude  cocaine  is  dearer,  and  the  manufacturers 
say  that  they  would  not  be  surprised  if  the  refined  article 
followed  suit  shortly.  Zimmer's  brand  is  quoted  at  8s.  3d. ;. 
RiedeVs  at  8s.  4<2.  to  8s.  6d.  per  oz.  for  llydrochlorate. 

Cocculus  Indicus  is  rather  scarce.  For  fair  quality  9s. 
per  cwt.  is  asked  in  second-hand,  but  a  little  less  might  be 
accepted. 

Codeine. — Although  usually  at  this  time  of  the  year 
codeine  shows  an  advancing  tendency,  such  a  feeling  is  at 
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■present  entirely  absent.  In  fact,  if  there  is  any  change  it 
is  rather  in  a  lower  direction ;  100-oz.  lots  can  be  had  at 
Uls.  3d.  per  oz  ,  and  for  large  quantities  a  concession  would 
probably  be  obtainable. 

Coppee  Sulphate  is  tending  lower.  Anchor  brand  still 
•quotes  at  171. ,  and  good  London  makes  at  16?.  10s.  per  ton, 
but  in  Liverpool  the  price  is  16?.  10s.  per  ton  f.o.b.,  on  the 
spot,  and  16?.  17s.  6d.  per  ton  f.o.b.,  for  January- April  delivery. 

Cobiandeb-seed. — A  considerable  business  has  been  done 
within  the  past  few  days  at  rising  prices,  Morocco  seed 
having  been  dealt  in  on  the  spot  at  from  8s.  9d.  up  to  9s.  per 
•cwt.,  and  for  arrival  (landed  terms)  at  8s.  6d.  per  cwt.  At 
auction  on  Wednesday  40  bags  of  English  seed  were  bought 
in  at  17s.  per  cwt. 

Cbeam  of  Taetab  is  again  from  6d.  to  Is.  per  cwt.  easier. 
Best  white  French  crystals  are  now  offering  at  76s.,  powder 
;at  78s.  to  80s.  per  cwt.  The  quotation  for  white  crystals 
from  Bordeaux  is  71s.  6d.  per  cwt.  f.o.b. 

Eegot  of  Rye. — Firmly  held.  Several  parcels  of  ergot 
*have  been  sold  privately  since  the  last  auctions  at  firmer 
rates — viz.,  from  3d.  to  Is.  per  lb.  for  Russian  and  so-called 
Spanish.  Higher  rates  are  expected,  as  there  are  practically 
no  offers  of  new  Russian  ergot  in  the  market. 

Galls. — The  market  for  Chinese  galls  is  again  firmer,  and 
a  considerable  business  has  been  done,  chiefly  for  direct 
shipment  to  the  Continent,  at  full  prices.  The  cable  quota- 
tion for  December-February  shipment  is  58s.  9d.  per  cwt., 
•c.i.f.  terms,  and  for  November-December  shipment,  62s.  6d. 
per  cwt.,  c.i  f.  On  the  spot  in  London  there  are  buyers  of 
ordinary-shaped  galls  at  62s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Persian  galls  are 
-dearer  about  5s.,  and  considerable  sales  have  been  made  at 
the  advance.  The  present  quotations  are,  according  to 
^quality,  from  52?.  6d.  to  56s.  6d.  for  blue ;  45s.  to  50s.  for 
green;  48--.  to  52  s.  6d.  for  sorts;  and  from  41s.  to  43s.  for 
white  galls.    It  is  said  that  the  crop  is  very  small. 

Gentian-boot  is  tending  somewhat  easier.  There  are 
offers  in  the  market  of  good  French  root  at  22s.  Qd.  per 
-cwt.,  f.o.b. 

Glycebine. — The  market  for  double-distilled  is  not  so 
•firm  as  it  ought  to  be  at  this  time  of  the  year.  German 
'brands  do  not  appear  to  be  offered  below  50s.  per  cwt.,  but 
English  may  be  had  at  49s.  per  cwt.  Crude  glycerine  is 
rather  firmer.  French  saponified,  88  to  90  per  cent.,  at  26?. 
•to  27?.  per  ton.,  f.o.b. ;  British,  80  per  cent.,  at  211.  per  ton. 

Gum  Acacia.—  Aden  gum  is  scarce,  and  has  been  in  fair 
•demand  privately.  So-called  insoluble  Persian  gum  remains 
very  cheap,  and  the  new  arrivals,  which  are  rather  heavy, 
■find  a  ready  sale  in  spite  of  the  higher  valuations  at  which 
■they  are  held,  fine  selected  beiDg  now  quoted  at  22?.  to  24s. ; 
Ted  ditto  at  20s.  to  22.?. ;  fair  to  fine  sorts  at  16s.  to  21s.  ;  and 
siftings  at  from  12s.  to  18s.  per  cwt.  At  to-day's  public 
sales  very  little  gum  was  sold,  although  a  fair  quantity  was 
offered.  Soudan  sorts  are  selling  slowly  at  from  65s.  up  to 
80s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality.  Aden  is  scarce  at  from 
40s.  per  cwt.  for  red,  up  to  55s.  per  cwt.  for  good  pale  gam. 
About  200  cases  of  common  Qhatti  gum.  have  been  sold 
privately  at  20s.  per  cwt. 

Jalap. — From  New  York  it  is  reported,  under  date  of 
October  5,  that  there  have  been  no  amzali,  that  there  has 
been  an  improved  demand,  and  that  33  bales  have  been  sold 
at  9c.  per  lb.    In  London  Id.  per  lb.  :^  asked. 

Lemon-juice  (Concentbated;  offers  from  Sicily  at 
lower  prices — viz.,  11?.  per  pipe,  f.o.b.  This  is  the  lowest 
■quotation  on  record ;  but  it  is  thought  that  there  is  little 
hope  of  any  improvement,  because  the  exportation  of  lemons 
"to  the  United  States  has  received  a  severe  check  on  account 
of  the  duty  of  5s.  per  case  under  the  new  tariff.  The 
Sicilian  growers  are  consequently  turning  a  larger  proportion 
■of  the  fruit  than  usual  into  lemon-juice,  citrate  of  lime,  and 
■essential  oil,  and  the  prospects  are,  therefore,  that  all  the-:e 
products  will  remain  low  in  price,  if  not  actually  decline 
.still  further.  The  exports  of  concentrated  juice  from  Sicily 
in  September  were  272  pipes.  It  is  now  said  that  the  lemon- 
orop  is  estimated  to  yield  25  per  cent,  less  than  that  of  last 
■year,  and  that  of  bergamot  33  per  cent.  less.  Citrate  of 
lime  is  quoted  nominally  at  11?.  17s.  6r?.  for  future  shipment. 


Menthol  is  very  firm.  There  are  buyers  at  7s.  3d.  per 
lb.,  but  few,  if  any,  sellers. 

Naphtha. — Steady.  Solvent,  95  per  cent.,  Is.  10  Id.  to 
2s. ;  90  per  cent.,  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  9d.  per  gallon.  Crude,  30  per 
cent.,  Is.  to  Is.  Id.  per  gallon. 

Oil  (Cod-livee)  The  London  market  is  rather  firmer, 

and  for  good  brands  of  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  it  is  said  that 
bids  of  69s.  to  70s.,  c.i.f.  terms,  have  been  refused  this 
week.  Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes,  on  October  19, 
that  a  rather  firmer  tone  prevails,  chiefly  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  good  oil.  The  price  for  best  non-congealing 
Lofoten  oil  is  now  66s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  terms.  The  exports 
from  Bergen  up  to  date  are  8,117  barrels,  against  4,460  barrels 
at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  One  of  the  dealers 
reports  a  considerable  business  this  week — viz.,  from  250  to 
300  casks  of  non-freezing  Norwegian  oil,  mostly  for  shipment 
to  the  United  States  and  the  Continent,  at  f.o.b.  prices 
equivalent  to  68s.  to  69s.  per  barrel  on  the  spot.  New- 
foundland oil  offers  cheaply,  at  2s.  3d.  per  gallon  for  old ; 
and  2s.  Qd.  per  gallon  for  new-season's  oil.  The  last-named 
is  now  being  shipped. 

Oils  (Essential).— There  has  been  a  sharp  decline  in 
Star-anise  oil  since  last  week,  sales  having  been  made  in 
second  hand  at  7s.  3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f  terms,  for  near  at  hand. 
After  that,  however,  a  slight  reaction  has  taken  place,  and 
7s.  6d.  per  lb.  was  paid  in  the  same  position.  At  the  last- 
named  price  there  are  still  sellers  to-day,  but  the  first-hand 
cable  quotation  from  China  is  8s.  4(?.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  October- 
November  shipment.  On  the  spot  the  nearest  quotation  is 
8s.  per  lb.,  but  a  little  less  would  probably  be  taken.  Cassia 
oil  is  also  very  dull  of  sale  at  rather  low  rates.  There  has 
been  a  further  advance  in  Lemongrass  oil.  On  the  spot  3d  to 
3\d.  per  oz.  has  been  paid,  and  at  present  there  seem  to  be 
no  sellers  under  3\d  per  oz.  For  arrival  business  has  been 
done  at  3^?.  November-January,  and  at  2\d.,  c.i.f.,  January- 
March  shipment.  Citronella  oil  is  also  firm.  I t|is  difficult  to  get 
any  quotations  from  Ceylon.  The  last  price  from  that  island  was 
Is.  3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  tins.  Italian  oils  are  unchanged,  and 
the  new  crop  is  still  offering  at  the  low  rates  recently  quoted. 
American  oil  of  peppermint  still  offers  at  5s.  9d.  per  lb.  for 
HGH  both  on  the  spot  and  November-January  shipment.  It 
is  said  that  within  the  past  few  days  no  fewer  than  1,000 
cases  of  this  brand  have  changed  hands  in  New  York.  Wayne 
County  is  selling  at  4s.  3d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  Todd's 
crystal  white  offers  at  5s.  2d.  to  5s.  3d.  per  lb.  For  Demen- 
tholised  pepper  mint  oil  3s.  Q^d  per  lb.  would  be  accepted,  and 
perhaps  it  might  be  possible  to  close  business  at  3s.  3d.  per  lb,, 
although  nominally  higher  rates  are  asked. 

Oil  (Olive). — Italian  oils  are  in  good  demand,  the  posi- 
tion being  firm. 

Opium. — There  has  been  a  considerable  improvement  in 
the  London  market  during  the  last  few  days,  and  an  active 
business,  considering  the  small  supplies  held  here,  has 
resulted,  especially  in  soft-shipping  qualities,  for  which  up  to 
lis.  per  lb.  has  been  realised  for  fine  quality.  In  manufac- 
turing-opium a  fair  business  has  also  been  done,  at  8s.  to 
9s.  per  lb.  for  good  quality.  The  market  closes  firm,  with 
an  advancing  tendency.  Persian  opium  forms  an  exception, 
business  in  this  variety  having  been  extremely  quiet.  The 
stock  is  moderate,  and  is  held  above  the  present  market 
value,  from  10s.  to  10s.  6d.  being  asked  for  really  fine,  and 
from  9s.  to  9s.  6d.  for  ordinary  to  good  qualities.  The  bulk 
of  the  Persian  opium  available  in  London  has  been  shipped 
to  China.  To-day  some  holders  of  fine  selected  Druggists' 
opium  (Turkish)  have  raised  their  limits  from  9s.  to  9s.  Qd. 
per  lb. 

Oebis-Root. — The  market  still  remains  very  dull,  and  all 
varieties  are  neglected.  At  last  Thursday's  auction  were 
offered  20  bags  fine  bright  pale  new  crop  Florentine  root, 
just  imported.  Five  bags  of  this  sold  very  cheaply  at  45s. 
per  cwt.,  but  buyers  refused  to  go  on  at  that  price.  Several 
parcels  of  Mogadore  orris  were  also  shown.  Part  of  these 
were  of  last  year's  import.  Eleven  serons  fair  brown  were 
bought  at  30s.  per  cwt.  Another  parcel  of  4  serons,  fair  pale 
root  from  Mazagan  sold,  subject,  at  30s.  per  cwt.  There 
were  also  several  parcels  of  Aden  orris,  all  of  undesirable 
appearance.  Thirty  bales  small,  dark  brown,  dusty  root  were 
held  for  10s.  per  cwt.,  but  even  that  price  could  not  be 
obtained  at  auction.    Another  lot  of  18  bales  brown  Aden 
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root  was  bought  in  at  18*.  per  cwt.  From  Leghorn  we  have 
the  following  quotations :— Best  picked  Florentine,  37s.  to 
38s.  Qd. ;  sorts,  32s.  to  34s.  6^.  ;  chips,  31s.  Qd.  to  32s.  Qd.  ; 
powder  (guaranteed  pure),  55s.  to  56s.  6^. ;  Veronese,  bold 
selected,  25s.  to  26s.  Qd.  ;  small  ditto,  24s.  to  25s.  6d.  ;  sorts, 
21s.  Qd.  to  23s.  per  cwt.,  all  c  i.f.  London. 

Potash  Salts.  —  Cyanide  is  much  firmer,  98-per-cent. 
being  now  offered  not  below  Wd.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  Yellow 
2>russlate  is  also  steadier,  at  5\d.  to  Qd.  per  lb.  on  the  spot, 
according  to  brand.  Chlorate  very  dull,  and  obtainable  at 
Zfd.  to  3%d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  while  for  forward  delivery 
3frf.  per  lb.  is  quoted.  British  refined  Saltpetre  offers  at 
19s.  Qd.  to  20s.  6i.,  and  German  at  from  19s.  3d.  to  20s.  per 
cwt.,  according  to  packing. 

Quicksilvee  — Steady  but  unchanged  ;  first-hands,  61. 15s.' 
second-hands,  Ql.  14s.  to  Ql.  14s.  Qd.  per  bottle. 

Quinine. — Last  week  the  market  closed  quietly,  with 
second-hand  sellers  of  B.  S.  and  Brunswick  bulk  quinine 
at  Is.  2\d.  per  oz.,  but  on  Saturday  a  small  parcel  of  new 
B.  &  S.  quinine  is  said  to  have  been  sold  at  Is.  3d.  per  oz. 
This  week  the  demand  has  been  slack,  and  some  second 
holders  have  shown  much  anxiety  to  sell.  We  only  hear  of 
one  sale  of  5,000  oz.  early  in  the  week  at  Is.  2\d.  per  oz.  for 
new  German  bulk  (second-hand).  To-day  there  are  sellers 
at  Is.  2\d.%  but  no  buyers  over  Is.  2d.  per  oz.  Pelletiers 
brand  is  quoted  by  the  makers  at  Is.  4^Z.  to  Is.  5d.  per  oz. 
in  vials.  The  New  York  market  during  the  week  ending 
October  9  is  thus  described  by  the  0 ,  P..  %  B.  Reporter  : — 
"  During  the  week  the  demand  has  been  rather  active,  the 
makers  being  full  of  orders.  Dealers  are  selling  cautiously, 
preferring  to  hold  back.  The  cost  to  import  from  London  is 
over  30c.  Sales  have  been  made  here  in  1,000-oz.  lots  at  30:., 
but  earlier  in  the  week  large  sales  were  made  at  27c.  to 
28c,  perhaps  40  000  oz..  the  bulk  for  shipment  to  London 
against  sales  made  there. 

Khubaeb. — A  fair  amount  of  business  is  passing  at  the 
current  rates,  with  sales  of  flat  High-dried  at  Is.  Id.,  round 
rough  ditto  at  9d.,  and  common  rough  at  Id.  per  lb.  Canton 
unaltered.    Good  Shensi  is  by  no  means  plentiful. 

SaesapABILLA. — Good  Grey  Jamaica  root  is  very  scarce. 
There  are  now  only  one  or  two  holders,  and  these  ask  high 
pi  ices.  One  of  them  requires  2  s.  per  lb.  for  sound  root.  For 
good  Lima  root  Is.  6d.  per  lb  is  asked. 

Senega  has  reached  a  firmer  position,  being  quoted  at 
Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  terms.  On  the  spot  Is.  4d. 
per  lb.  is  asked,  and  one  holder  quotes  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  to-day. 

Senna. — A  fair  amount  of  business  in  Tinevelly  leaf  is  re- 
ported in  second-hand  since  the  sales,  at  an  advance  of  \d.  to 
^d.  per  lb.  on  the  auction  rates.  An  arrival  of  200  bales  new 
crop  is  due  on  Saturday  by  the  Oriental. 

Shellac. — The  market  closed  quietly  last  week,  second 
orange  (TN  standard)  being  offered  at  63s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for 
October,  and  64s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  November  delivery.  During 
the  present  week  business,  both  for  arrival  and  for  delivery, 
has  been  very  dull,  with  a  somewhat  easier  tone.  OraDgeTN 
has  been  sold  at  64s.  Qd.  for  December  delivery,  and  offers  at 
Qls.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  for  October-December  shipment.  The 
nominal  spot  price  is  63s.  per  cwt.  Garnet  AC  lac  is  firmly 
held  at  the  prices  last  quoted.  The  shipments  from  Calcutta 
during  the  first  half  of  October  of  this,  and  of  last  year,  were 
as  follows : — 

To  U.K.    To  U.S.A.    To  Continent.  Total, 
cwt.  cwt.  cwt.  cwt. 

1897     ...    1,600  —  1,800  3,400 

1896     ...    2,300         1,3C0  1,700  5,300 

At  auction  on  Tuesday  only  a  small  supply  was  offered,  the 
total  comprising  586  cases,  of  which  328  sold  (nearly  all 
second  orange,  and  chiefly  without  reserve)  at  steady  prices 
for  blocky,  and  an  advance  of  about  Is.  per  cwt.  for  fair  free 
qualities ;  good  pale  flat  orange  realising  78s.,  fair  blight 
free  62s.  to  63s.,  bright  curly,  slightly  matted,  60s.  to  62s., 
partly  blocky  56s.  to  59s.  per  cwt.  Blocky  AC  garnet  was 
bought  in  at  73s.,  free  curly  at  74s.  per  cwt. 

Soda  Cetstals. — The  price  for  export  has  been  advanced 
to  42s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b.  Tyne,  while  the  home-market  is 
very  firm  at  52s.  Qd.  for  barrels,  and  50s.  for  bags  in  London, 
52°.  Qd.  f.o.b.  Tyne,  and  57s.  Qd.  f.o.b  Liverpool. 


Soda  Salts. — Nitrate  of  soda  steady,  at  It.  4§4,  per  cwt.  for 
ordinary  and  7s.  Ihd.  for  refined  quality.  Caustic  soda  in  fair 
demand,  but  without  change  in  price :  76-per-cent.  81. 15s.  per 
ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool  or  Tyne,  70-per-cent.  11.  10s.  per  ton 
spot  or  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  and  60-per-cent.  Ql.  10s.  per  ton  f.o.b 
Liverpool.  Alhali,  58-per-cent.  offers  at  80s.  per  ton  f.o.b 
Liverpool,  or  77s.  Qd.  in  bags  for.  Prussiate  of  soda, 
t\\d.  per  lb.  Bicarbonate  quotes  at  11.  5s.  per  ton  in  kegs  on 
the  spot,  and  at  from  Ql.  5s.  to  Ql.  15s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool 
according  to  packing.  Bichromate  3^d.  per  lb.  Hypo- 
sulphate,  kegs  are  quoted  at  51.  15s.  spot,  casks  at  51.,  f.o.b 
Tyne. 

Spices. — All  show  a  dull,  and  in  many  cases,  a  lower 
market.  Chillies  are  quiet.  At  auction  134  bales  fair,  stalky, 
red  Zanzibar  were  bought  in  at  41s.  per  cwt.  Cassia  lignea 
is  also  dull.  The  price  of  whole  quill  is  unaltered,  but  130 
bags  common  broken  realised  only  26s.  At  auction  Mace  is 
rather  easier,  with  sales  of  fair  pale-red  Pemny  at  Is.  8^., 
and  ordinary  to  fair  West  Indian  at  Is  5d.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 
Nutmegs  are  quiet.  Ginger  dull  of  sale.  Sixty-seven 
packages  Jamaica  were  bought  in  at  auction  at  nominal 
rates  ;  Rhatoon,  71s. ;  good  to  fine  bleached  at  from  90s.  to 
130s  per  cwt.  Sixty  bales  fair  rough  limed  Japan  sold  at 
13s.  Qd.  Cochin  dull,  about  200  packages  out  of  1,150  offered 
being  sold  at  21s.  for  ordinary  small  rough  ends,  21s.  for  fair 
washed  rough,  and  31s.  to  33s.  Qd.  for  ordinary  rough  to 
fair  small  limed  native  cut.  In  Cloves  a  fairly  con- 
siderable business,  amounting  to  about  4,000  bales,  has 
been  done  since  our  last  report  at  gradually 
declining  prices.  At  auction  250  bales  Zanzibar  sold  at 
2-j-fd  to  2\d.  for  barely  fair  quality.  Privately,  January- 
March  delivery  has  been  dealt  in  at  from  3^d.  down  to  3.^. 
per  lb.  Fair  to  fine  bold  bright  Penang  cloves  sold  at 
auction  at  Q?d.  up  to  12\d.  per  lb.  Pimento  easier ;  400 
bags  sold,  without  reserve,  at  auction  at  from  3^d.  to  3§<7. 
for  ordinary  to  good  bright.  Pepper  is  easier  all  round. 
Black  Singapore  has  been  dealt  in  on  the  spot  at  3|rf.  to 
3§§d,  and  closes  with  sellers  of  October-December  and 
November- January  delivery  at  4^.  per  lb ;  fair  black  Atchin 
realised  3^d.  at  auction.  White  pepper  is  also  lower.  At 
auction  fair  Singapore  realised  Q^d.  per  lb.,  and  for  delivery 
prices  are  also  lower.    The  same  applies  to  Penang  pepper. 

Sugar  of  Milk. — Easier.  Best  white  American  powder 
offers  at  60s.  to  62s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot. 

Sulphonal. — Prices  are  again  quoted  lower  since  last 
week,  Riedel's  brand  being  now  nominally  7s.  3d.,  while 
Zimmcfs  offers  at  7s.  Qd.  per  lb.  It  is  still  said,  however, 
that  makers  are  not  anxious  to  sell  at  these  figures,  as  any- 
thing under  7s.  9d.  means  an  actual  loss  to  them. 

Tuemeeic. — A  fairly  considerable  amount  of  business  has 
been  done  in  this  article  at  slightly  firmer  prices.  The 
variety  especially  in  demand  is  Bengal,  of  which  about  250 
bags  have  changed  hands  at  the  full  price  of  lis.  Qd.  per  cwt. 
Good  to  fine  bright  Madras  finger  has  been  sold  at  18s.  to 
19s.  Qd.,  ordinary  Malabar  kind  at  17s.,  bright  split  Cochin 
bulbs  at  8s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  All  this  business  was  done 
privately.  At  auction  34  bags  of  fair  split  Cochin  bulbs 
sold  at  8s.  per  cwt.  Good  bright  Chinese  linger  has  lately 
been  sold  at  12s.  to  13^.  per  cwt. 

WAX  (Bees'). — At  last  Thursday's  auctions  Zanzibar  was 
sold  at  an  advance  of  from  2s.  Qd.  up  to  3s.  9^.  per  cwt.,  not 
"  cheaply,"  as  reported. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

A  fairly  good  tone  continues  to  exist  in  the  heavy- 
chemical  market,  and  prices  for  the  most  part  remain 
practically  unchanged.  The  home  demand  is  moderately 
brisk,  whilst  shipments  are  kept  heavy,  owing  to  the  ap- 
proaching close  of  continental  inland  navigation.  Sulphate 
of  ammonia  steady :  Beckton  terms,  11.  16s.  3d.  ;  Hull, 
London,  and  Leith.  8/.  Exports  from  Leith  last  week  only 
amounted  to  403  tons.  Benzols  are  steady.  Soda  crystals 
keep  very  firm,  owing  to  continued  scarcity.  Yellow 
prussiate  of  potash  firmer,  owing  to  scarcity  of  foreign  makes. 
Best  Lancashire  makes  are  now  quoted  Qd.  to  Q^d.  Chlorate 
of  potash,  dull  but  unchanged.  Borax  and  boracic  acid 
firmer.  Lead  salts  are  all  quietly  steady  :  Nitrate,  19Z.  10s.  per 
ton,lecs  2|per  c?nt.  Glasgow;  Sugar  of  lead,  white,  231.,  and 
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Sugar  of  lead,  brown,  Ibl.  15s.  per  ton,  less  2£  per  cent. 
Glasgow.  Barium  products  maintain  a  very  firm  tone,  and 
are  in  fairly  brisk  request.  Recovered  sulphur  is  steady,  and 
unchanged.  South  Durham  salt  moving  briskly.  Sulpho- 
cyanides  are  again  lower,  the  supply  at  present  exceeding 
demand.  Sulphite  of  sodium  meets  with  steady  inquiry  at 
unchanged  rates.  Silicates  of  soda  are  moving  better  ;  140° 
Tw.  3;.  7*.  6d.,  100°  Tw.  31.,  and  75°  Tw,  21.  12  s.  6d.  Alum 
and  best  makes  pure  Sulphate  of  alumina  firm  and  in  request. 
Hyposulphite  of  soda  quietly  steady.  Sulphate  of  copper  a 
trifle  lower,  and  stands  at  16/!.  10s. ;  Anchor,  111.  ;  Liverpool, 
1QI.  10s. ;  January-April  delivery,  16Z,  17s.  6d.  Cream  of 
tartar  lower ;  powdered  78s.  to  80s.,  crystals  76s. 

The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  October  20,  reports 
that  in  Castor  oil  there  has  been  some  movement,  but  the 
tendency  owing  to  arrivals  has  favoured  the  buyers  more 
than  sellers.  First-pressure  French,  after  selling  at 
3^-d.,  has  recovered  to  3|d.  per  lb ,  at  which  sales 
are  reported.  Good  seconds  Calcutta  are  firmly  held 
for  3i|^.,  though  for  large  parcels  from  the  quay  this 
price  might  be  shaded  slightly.  The  expected  upward  move 
in  Honeys  has  taken  place,  and  sales  of  Chilian  pile  X.  are 
recorded  at  28s.  6d.  to  29s.  per  cwt. ;  pile  1,  24s.  6d.  ;  pile  2, 
23s.,  and  pile  3  at  22s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Californian  of  the 
better  grades  are  steadily  advancing  in  value,  and  yet  higher 
prices  are  looked  for.  Olive  oils  of  the  lower  grades  are 
selling  at  better  prices,  in  sympathy  with  the  considerable 
rise  in  the  better  qualities,  and  importers  talk  of  even 
higher  figures  in  the  near  future.  A  parcel  of  Maranham 
Balsam  capivi  just  arrived  has  been  sold  at  auction,  ex  quay, 
at  prices  up  to  Is.  lid.,  and  part  was  withdrawn  at  2s.  per 
lb.  The  market  has  been  cleared  entirely  of  Quillaia  bark, 
the  last  sale  being  at  211.  pev  ton.  Extreme  prices  are 
spoken  of  for  any  small  lots  that  may  be  drawn  out  by  the 
present  scarcity.  Suphateof  copper  is  easier,  at  16<!.  10s  per 
ton  to  16Z.  15s.  per  ton.  In  Beeswax  there  is  little  or  no 
animation  for  the  moment,  and  recent  values  are  only  fairly 
maintained.  A  parcel  of  Guinea  grains  offered  at 
auction,  but  there  were  no  bids  :  value  is  32s.  6d.  to  35s.  per 
cwt.  for  good  bright  quality.  S  erra  Leone  chillies  are  firmly 
held  at  35s.  per  cwt.  up  to  40s.  for  tine  bright  pods ;  the 
market  has  been  cleared  of  the  Niger  description,  but  the 
price  was  not  allowed  to  transpire.  Kola-nuts  are  quiet  at 
the  moment  at  about  late  values,  sales  being  made  at  3d.  per 
lb.  fcr  good  dry.  Gum-acacia  sorts  are  selling  in  retail  at 
68s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  but  the  article  lacks  interest  for  large 
buyers  at  present  rates,  and  the  effort  to  bring  about  a 
further  substantial  advance  in  prices  does  not  succeed.  The 
lower  grades  are  slow  o£  sale,  recent  inquiries  meeting  with 
only  a  poor  result. 

Hamburg  Drug-market. 

Our  Hamburg  correspondent  writes  on  October  19  that 
very  few  changes  are  to  be  reported  in  the  drug-market 
this  week,  business  being  quiet.  Cape  aloes  is  steady  at 
49m.  to  51m.  per  100  kilos.  Russian  anise-seed,  new  crop, 
is  quoted  to-day  41m.  per  1C0  kilos.  Refined  borax  remains 
quiet,  at  31m.  per  100  kilos.  Maltese  cumin-seed,  38m.  to 
40m.  per  100  ki'os.  Russian  cantharides  steady,  at  325m.  to 
350m.  per  100  kilos.  Refined  camphor  does  not  show  much 
business ;  to-day's  quotation  is  258m.  per  100  kilos.,  with 
orders  a  little  less.  Cascara.  sagrada  offers  at  28m.  per  100 
kilos.  Ergot  of  rye  is  firm,  fine  sound  quality  being  scarce  ; 
prices  vary  from  140m.  to  170m.  per  10J  kilos.,  according  to 
quality.  Honey  is  steady,  with  a  fair  demand  for  good  sound 
Chilian  and  Californian,  qualities.  Lycopodium  is  un- 
changed, at  265m.  per  100  kilos. 

The  Smyrna  Opium-market. 

Our  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  October  8 :  "  A  slight 
advance  has  taken  place  in  the  market,  as  our  holders  are 
very  firm,  and  the  export  agents  had  a  few  orders  in  hand 
which  they  were  anxious  to  execute.  The  sales  during  the 
week  amount  to  14  cases  new  current  Tale  quale  at  Pr.  67 
(=  7s.  2'1.  per  lb.,  f.n.b  ).  and  10  cases  new  ICarahissar  tale 
quale,  at  Pr.  69  (•=  7s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.)  The  market  closes 
quieter,  and  the  arrivals  since  the  beginning  of  the  season 
amount  to  2.59)  case',  against  1,450  cases  at  the  same  time 
of  'last  year." 


The  Hew  York  Drug-market. 

Our  New  York  correspondent,  writing  on  October  8,  says 
■ — "  The  drug-market  is  strong,  and  the  outlook  promising, 
all  American-manufactured  goods  displaying  an  upward, 
tendency.  Honduras  sarsaparilla :  The  range  of  prices  in 
this  article  is  as  follows  : — First  hands,  30c.  to  33c. ;  jobbers, 
30c.  to  34c.  The  market  rules  very  strong,  and  still  higher 
prices  are  looked  forward  to.  Blood-root  sold  rather  freely 
recently,  and  country  dealers'  supplies  have  been  greatly 
reduced.  The  jobbing  quotation  is  now  6|c.  Sassafras-bark 
is  doing  considerably  better,  and  although  63c.  will  secure 
the  article  in  a  jobbing  way,  holders  are  not  anxious  sellers 
in  anticipation  of  a  further  advance.  Mandrake-root :  This 
important  root  was  taken  up  almost  as  freely  as  offered  by 
the  collectors  in  the  country  this  season,  manufacturers 
having  evidently  looked  ahead  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  last 
year's  experience,  when  the  article  rose  in  value  steadily 
from  4c.  to  11c.  At  present  there  is  scarcely  any  offering, 
and  higher  prices  are  probable.  Jobbers  ask  from  4Jc.  up 
as  to  quality,  &c.  Lobelia  herb :  Young  prime  green  stock 
is  held  at  6c. ;  while  old  herb,  which  includes  the  seed-pod, 
can  be  secured  at  5Jc.  The  latter  is  now  being  gathered. 
Wild-cherry  barlt :  The  wet  weather  early  this  summer  stopped 
the  gathering  in  some  sections,  and  in  consequence  a 
scarcity  prevails.  As  the  consuming  time  is  soon  at  hand 
an  improvement  in  the  present  price,  which  is  now  5|c.  for 
good-quality  green,  is  expected.  Wahoo  bark  of  the  root 
may  be  had  at  15c.  now  in  a  jobbing  way.  HGH  is  low 
in  price,  but  stocks  are  nearly  exhausted  owing  to  recent 
heavy  sales.  Spearmint  oil  is  very  unsettled ;  plentiful 
supplies  are  offered  at  $1.10.  Cajuput  oil  has  been  ad- 
vanced to  60c.  per  lb.  Golden-seal  root :  It  is  not  safe  to 
quote  below  43c.  now. 


fTlHE  American  Agriculturist  says  that  the  American  pep- 
X  permint-oil  producers  are  dissatisfied  with  the  low  prices- 
of  the  product.  They  have  reason  to  be,  for  American 
peppermint  oil  has  never  sold  at  such  low  rates  as  now.  The- 
farmers  say  that  they  will  not  again  extend  their  area  under 
peppermint,  but  that  is  not  likely  to  improve  matters  much. 
What  is  wanted  is  a  wholesale  reduction  of  the  cultures. 
Producers  in  New  York  State  complain  that  cheaply -produced 
Western  oil  is  imported  into  Wayne  County  at  a  low  price, 
bottled  and  sold  as  Wayne  County.  Growers  in  Michigan 
and  Indiana  are  just  now  more  friendly  to  wheat  than  pep- 
permint. Low  or  wet  lands,  suitable  only  for  mint-growingv 
will  be  continued  under  this  crop,  but  the  rest  will  be  turned 
into  wheat. 

The  mint-field  of  New  York  promised  an  abundant  yield  of 
oil  up  to  midsummer,  but  it  now  appears  that  even  last  year's, 
moderate  outturn  will  be  slightly  curtailed.  Wayne  County 
took  the  lead  as  a  producer  for  many  years,  with  an  annual 
output  of  about  150,000  lbs.  But  according  to  H.  G.  Hotch- 
kiss'  Sons,  of  Lyons,  the  yield  this  year  is  only  about 
25,000  lbs.  Growers  in  Wayne  County  are  gradually  aban- 
doning the  business,  this  year's  acreage  having  been  already 
10  per  cent,  smaller  than  last  year's. 

In  the  Western  mint-fields,  including  portions  of  southern 
Michigan  and  northern  Indiana,  the  business  is  undergoing 
some  transformation.  A  good  many  farmers  are  resetting 
their  fields  with  roots  of  the  English  mint,  owing  to  the  large 
yield  of  oil  per  acre.  Michigan  reports  show  more  or  less 
winterkilling  and  damage  by  grasshoppers. 

The  conditions  in  Indiana  are  much  the  same  as  in 
Michigan.  The  estimated  yield  of  oil  is  as  high  as  20,000  lbs. 
in  St.  Joseph  County,  full  acreage  and  full  yield,  there  being 
also  a  small  quantity  carried  over  from  last  year.  Elkhart 
County  reports  a  probable  crop  of  4,500  lbs.,  and  La  Grange 
County  is  credited  with  1,200  lbs.  The  export  trade  is  con- 
siderable, absorbing  much  of  the  surplus  over  home  require- 
ments, yet  American  growers  are  obliged  to  face  the  competi- 
tion of  foreign  oil,  particularly  Japanese.  During  seven 
months  ended  July,  the  latest  figures  available,  total  exports 
from  the  United  States  were  66,978  lbs.,  compared  with 
45,739  lbs.  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1896. 
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"  A  Profit  on.  jSeecham's  Pills." 

SlE, — I  have  naturally  felt  some  interest  in  the  letters 
•which  have  recently  appeared  in  your  journal  in  which  a 
company  with  which  I  am  connected  is  referred  to  by  name, 
but  I  had  not  intended  to  take  any  part  in  the  correspondence. 
I  think,  however,  that  the  present  crisis  calls  for  an  expres- 
sion of  my  views,  for  which  I  trust  that  you  will  be  able  to 
find  space  in  your  journal. 

Mr.  Jones  seems  to  think  that  he  has  discovered  some 
inconsistency  between  our  recent  action  with  regard  to  retail- 
prices  and  the  position  which  we  previously  assumed  in 
relation  thereto.  I  must  point  out  that  Mr.  Jones's  discovery 
is  only  a  "mare's  nest"  after  all.  I  have  had  to  demonstrate, 
in  letters  which  you  have  been  good  enough  to  publish,  that 
the  P.A.T.A.  has  acted  most  arbitrarily  and  inconsistently  ; 
but  Mr.  Jones  has  avoided  any  attempt  at  justification,  first 
on  the  plea  that  he  acted  under  the  instructions  of  his 
committee,  and  secondly  on  the  ground  that  I  was  not  a 
member  of  his  Association,  and  therefore,  presumably  not 
entitled  to  be  treated  with  justice  or  fairness,  or  even  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  "  rules "  under  which  I  was 
condemned  unheard.  These  same  "rules"  have  not,  as  far 
as  I  can  learn,  been  made  known  to  anyone,  and,  though 
they  were  sufficient  to  quote  as  an  excuse  for  my  condemna- 
tion, they  have  probably  never  had  any  existence.  But 
setting  aside  the  inconsistencies  of  the  P.A.T.A.,  which  are 
too  obvious  to  need  any  further  proof,  I  have  no  wish  to 
avoid  explaining  our  action  on  the  plea  that  Mr.  Jones  is 
not  entitled  to  any  explanation.  I  admit  the  fact  that,  after 
having  been  assured  that  every  dealer  in  Southampton  would 
maintain  the  minimum  prices  of  10^d.,  &c,  for  Beecham's 
pills  if  our  company  would  promise  to  do  the  same,  I 
gave  that  promise,  under  certain  conditions.  Does  Mr. 
Jones  really  profess  to  see  in  this  proceeding  any  incon- 
sistency with  my  statement,  again  and  again  publicly 
repeated,  that,  although  we  objected  to  the  interference  and 
dictation  of  his  organisation,  we  would  willingly  discuss  and, 
if  possible,  come  to  an  agreement  with  manufacturers  and 
agents  as  to  the  retail-prices  to  be  charged  for  their  goods  ? 
Or  does  Mr.  Jones  think  that,  by  maintaining  the  minimum 
prices  referred  to,  we  are  accepting  profits  vastly  in  excess 
of  what  is  reasonable  and  fair  to  the  public  ?  If  he  does, 
what  becomes  of  his  contention  that  they  are  insufficient  to 
pay  working  expenses  ?  If  he  retorts  that  the  question  is, 
not  what  he,  but  what  we  deem  to  be  sufficient,  I  answer 
that,  happily,  I  have  left  no  room  for  doubt  upon  that  point. 
Long  before  I  knew  that  Mr.  Beecham  was  intending  to  bring 
forward  this  or  any  other  scheme  I  suggested  (in  my  letter  of 
December  12,  189b)  that  a  minimum  profit  of  10  per  cent, 
upon  such  articles  would  be  a  fair  one.  This  was  not  in  my 
mind  when  I  accepted  Mr.  Beecham's  scheme,  and  I  regard 
our  action  in  the  matter  as  a  striking  case  of  unconscious 
consistency.  If  Mr.  Jones  scents  inconsistency  here,  what 
would  he  say  if  we  entered  into  direct  agreements  with 
manufacturers  to  maintain  minimum  prices,  and  even  those 
of  the  P.A.T.A.,  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  his  organisation  1 
Yet  this  is  precisely  what  we  are  prepared  to  do,  if  necessary. 
There  is  an  old  adage,  "  Of  two  evils,  choose  the  less," 
and  we  would  certainly  far  rather  agree  directly  with 
manufacturers,  even  though  we  may  object  to  the  terms,  than 
come  under  the  control  of  his  organised  and  irresponsible 
tyranny.  Will  Mr.  Jones  or  his  supporters  be  surprised  to 
learn  that  we  are  actually,  at  the  present  time,  obtaining, 
directly  and  openly,  from  the  manufacturers  large  quantities 
of  "  protected  "  (?)  goods,  notwithstanding  that  the  name  of 
our  company  is  upon  Mr.  Jones's  "Black  List"?  Such  "is, 
however,  the  case,  and  in  face  of  this  fact  who  can  deny 
that  the  "  game  is  up  "  ? 


Sir,  the  whole  system  of  the  P.A.T.A.  is  but  an  orgaaised 
sham.  It  professes  to  enforce  the  maintenance  of  minimum 
prices,  and  it  is  not  enforced  ;  it  professes  to  cut  off  sup- 
plies, and  they  are  not  cut  off.  The  P.A.T.A.  has  now  had 
a  protracted  trial,  and  it  has  failed  in  every  direction.  At 
the  outset  we  were  urged  to  believe  that  the  manufacturers 
were  pining  for  an  organisation  to  maintain  high  prices  for 
their  goods;  again  and  again  great  expectations  of  large 
and  important  additions  to  the  "  protected "  list  were  ex- 
cited ;  but  what  is  the  result  1  Of  the  hundreds  of  im- 
portant proprietary  articles  soli  in  the  trade,  only  three  or 
tour  have  found  their  way  on  to  the  list,  whilst  it  is,  on  the 
other  hand,  crowded  with  the  names  of  articles— (1)  AVhich 
are  dead  and  might  as  well  be  buried,  (2)  of  those  which 
are  very  sick  indeed,  and  (3)  of  those  which  can  hardly  be 
said  to  have  "come  to  the  biith."  The  leaders  of  the 
movement  do  not  disguise  their  disappointment  over  this 
"  mouse,"  which  they  had  hoptd  would  have  been  a  "  moun- 
tain." Every  effort,  every  species  of  pressure,  has  been 
brought  to  bear  upon  manufacturers,  and  we  all  know  how 
futile  it  has  all  been.  Having  failed  with  the  manufac- 
turers, have  they  succeeded  better  with  the  retailers?  It 
was  expected  that  these  at  least  would  hail  the  Association 
"  as  a  boon  and  a  blessing."  Their  appreciation  of  the  Asso- 
ciation can  only  be  measured  by ,  the  extent  to  which  they 
support  it.  Is  it,  then,  supported  by  the  bulk  of  the  retail 
dealers,  or  even  by  a  bare  majority  ?  No  ;  in  spite  of  almost 
frantic  appeals  for  "only  5s.,"  this  trifling  indication  of 
good  will  has  only  been  forthcoming  from  a  quite  insignifi- 
cant portion  of  the  trade.  Submission  to  the  dictates  of 
the  P.A.T.A.  is  no  indication  of  voluntary  support,  for  even 
Mr.  Jones  would  haidly  argue  that  whoever  submits  to  an 
organised  tyranny  is,  thereiore,  a  hearty  supporter  of  it.  The 
P.A.T.A.  has,  therefore,  signally  failed  to  obtain  anything  like 
the  general  support  of  those  for  whose  benefit  chiefly  it  is 
supposed  to  exist.  Finally,  has  the  P.A.T  A.  proved  itself 
able  to  enforce  minimum  prices  for  even  the  few  articles 
upon  its  list  1  It  has  not  I  We  have  long  been  selling,  openly, 
every  article  upon  the  list  at  prices  below  the  minimum,  and 
we  are  not  alone  in  this.  Not  only  do  the  "Black  List'" 
firms  sell  below  the  minimum,  but  it  is  very  commonly  done- 
by  chemists  and  others  who  are  supposed  to  be  in  agree- 
ment with  the  P.A.T.A.,  when  they  are  pressed  and  think 
they  can  do  so  safely.  We  have  and  have  had  good  sup- 
plies of  all  such  articles  as  are  worth  stocking,  except  that, 
as  with  all  other  goods,  we  have  occasionally  been  out  of 
stock  when  manufacturers  themselves  could  not  supply,  or 
through  some  unforeseen  demand.  We  have,  indeed,  thought 
it  prudent  to  keep  much  larger  stocks  of  P.A  T.A.  articles 
than  of  other  similar  goods  for  which  the  demand  is  equal 
or  greater.  Mr.  Jones  was  asked,  some  considerable  time 
since,  what  he  would  do  if  some  one  on  his  "Black  List" 
got  hold  of  a  stock  of  "protected"  articles.  He  replied— 
"We  should  buy  him  out  in  a  week."  Mr.  Jones  has  had 
many  weeks  in  which  to  buy  us  out ;  why  does  he  not  fulfil 
his  promise  to  do  so  ? 

The  P.A.T.A.,  I  repeat,  has  failed  all  round.  It  has  failed 
to  obtain  the  effective  support  of  more  than  a  trifling 
number  of  the  manufacturers ;  it  has  failed,  iu  spite  of  the 
efforts  of  able  paid  secretaries,  clerks,  and  canvassers,  aided 
by  the  press,  meetings  of  the  trade,  local  branches,  &c,  to 
induce  the  retailers  to  subscribe  in  large  numbers ;  and  it  , 
has  signally  failed  to  enforce  its  one  and  only  penalty,  to  cut 
off  supplies,  or  even  to  prevent  its  own  manufacturers  from 
supplying  the  very  goods  which  it  "  protects  "  to  the  very 
firms  which  it  has  placed  upon  its  "Black  List,"  and  who- 
its  supporters  fondly  believed  would  be  unable  to  obtain  a 
single  protected  article.  How  much  longer  will  this  farce 
continue  to  be  played  ?  Already  there  are  signs  of  a  general 
break  up,  and  it  cannot  be  long  ere  th/iise  who  have  so 
energetically  attempted  the  impossible  wi/1  regret  that  their 
talents  had  not  been  devoted  to  a  better  cluse. 

I  regret  that  I  have  to  ask  you  to  alio?  me  to  trespass  so 
largely  on  your  valuable  space  ;  but  I  /lope  that  you  will 
consider  that  the  interest  and  importajce  to  the  trade  of 
the  subject  discussed  will  justify  the  insertion  of  my  letter. 
I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly/ 
William  D^.t, 
Managing  Director  of  Day's  Southirn  Drug  Co.  (Lim.). 
4  St.  Lawrence  Koad.  Southampton,/ 
October  19. 
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Sjk, — I  regret  that  I  omitted  to  notice,  in  my  former 
Mter,  tbivt  Mr.  Beecham  paid  carriage  on  51.  orders  accom- 
panied with  cash,  because  the  fact  adds  increased  force  to 
aay  point,  which  was  the  unfair  handicapping  of  the  legiti- 
mate trade.    I  must  again  quote  the  prices : — 

Mr.  Beecham's  Wholesale  Mhi.  retail  prices, 

price,  car.  house  price,  as  suggested  by 

paid  car.  not  paid  Mr.  Beecham 

1  Aw..,  9fcrf.    ...       7s.  Od.  7s.  6d.  7s.  6d. 

1  A>z.,13i<?.  ...       9s.  6d.  10s.  Od,  10s.  od. 

1  Arc.  2s.  M ...     25s.  Od.  27s.  6d.  27s.  Od. 


4  Is.  6d. 


45s.  Od. 


45s.  06?. 


Wjrect  biryera  make  a  gross  profit  of  7  7  per  cent.,  and  get 
the  cai  riage  paid,  whilst  the  bulk  of  the  trade  make  a  gross 
>roS*  of  nothing,  and  pay  out  of  it  the  carriage.  Can  Mr. 
Beecham  wonder  at  our  opposing  such  an  arrangement  ?  If 
lie1  does',  I  would  remind  him  that  our  Association  has  for  its 
ebjects  lne  securing  of  "living  profits,"  and  not,  as  Mr. 
Beecham  puts  it,  the  prevention  of  "  extreme  cutting  " ;  and 
it  is  open  to  question  whether  we  will  not  be  more  likely  to 
seenre  those  "  living  profits  "  by  refusing  to  be  a  party  to  so 
one-sided  an  arrangement  as  that  suggested  by  Mr.  Beecham. 
im  the  face  of  Mr.  Beecham's  letters,  your  readers  will  be 
surprised  to  hear  that  neither  at  Southampton  nor  at  Dundee 
Mas  any  arrangement  been  made  as  between  Mr.  Beecham 
and  the  general  members  of  the  drug-trade  in  those  towns, 
in  what  has  been  done  by  Mr.  Beecham,  or  on  his  behalf, 
at  Southampton,  the  wishes  of  the  chemists  and  druggists  of 
that  town  have  been  completely  ignored.  A  private  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  between  the  leading  cutters  and  Mr. 
Beecham  in  the  interests  of  the  cutters,  and  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  interests  of  the  men  for  whom  the  P.A.T.A. 
exists.  In  proof  of  this  I  make  the  following  statement. 
5  have  just  returned  from  a  personal  canvass  of  the  South- 
ampton chemists.  I  called  upon  eighteen  chemists  in  the 
town,  not  a  single  one  of  whom  knew  anything  of  Mr. 
Beecham's  arrangement  until  it  was  announced  in  the  trade 
press.  At  a  meeting  in  the  evening  a  resolution  was  passed, 
stating  that  Mr.  Beecham's  letter  was  misleading,  as  they 
had  not  entered  into  any  such  arrangement,  nor  had  they 
been  consulted  upon  the  matter.  So  much  for  Mr. 
Beecham's  solution  of  the  price-cutting  problem  at  South- 
ampton ! 

Now  as  to  Dandee.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter 
sent  by  me,  on  Saturday  last,  to  the  Dundae  chemists,  as 
given  in  the  Directory — thirty-one  in  all : — 

[copy.] 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

2  &  3,  Stonecutter  Street,  London,  E.C., 

October  15, 1897. 

i>in, — Mr.  Beecham,  in  a  letter  to  the  trade  press  this  week, 
makes  the  following  statement : — 

A  good  old  firm  of  chemists  in  Dundee  write  to-day  : — "  We 
lope  yon  will  not  see  your  way  to  put  your  goods  on  the  P.A.T.A; 
When  yon  advanced  the  price  of  your  pills  last  January  a  popular 
grocer  here  suggested  a  similar  arrangement  to  the  one  you  have 
aaatle,  and  it  was  carried  out  without  difficulty,  and  although 
ihove  is  no  written  agreement,  the  prices  8hd.,  lOA-rf.,  and  2s.  3d., 
stye  adhered  toby  all." 

We  think  tht.t  it  would  be  interesting  to  the  trade  at  large  to 
'know  the  views  of  the  Dundee  chemists  as  a  whole  on  this  matter, 
and  we  are  therefore  sending  them  herewith  a  postcard  for  reply 
to  us,  asking  them 

(1)  Whether  they  have  been  consulted  as  to  these  prices  being 
maintained  in  the  district  ? 

(2)  Do  they  consider  the  above  prices  satisfactory  ? 

<3)  Would  they  prefer  that  Mr.  Beecham  should  add  his 
articles  to  the  PAT. A.  list  showing  ordinary  profits. 

I  hope  that  we  a.e  not  troubling  you  too  much  in  the  matter, 
stnd  in  order  that  ve  may  reply  to  Mr.  Beecham's  letter  in  the 
3»ext  issue  of  the  {ress,  hope  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to 
stnd  us  your  postca-d  filled  up,  by  return,  if  possible. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

W.  S.  Glyn-Jones, 

Secretary.  ■ 

lip  to  the  time  o'.  writing  twenty-two  replies  have  been 
seceived.  Two  statt  that  the  writers  are  out  of  business, 
and  no  opinions  are  offered  by  them,  thus  leaving  twenty 
replies  to  be  dealt  wth.  To  question  No.  1,  nineteen  reply 
that  they  were  not  consulted.  To  question  No.  2,  eighteen 
ixy  they  are  not  satisfed  with  the  prices  suggested.    And  in 


rep'y  to  No.  3,  seventeen  say  they  would  prefer  Mr.  Beecham 
placing  his  articles  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list.  So  much  for  the 
misleading  statement  of  "  the  good  old  firm  of  chemists " 
whose  example  Mr.  Bsecham  seems  to  think  so  worthy  of 
imitation.  Mr.  Beecham  ends  his  letter  as  follows  : — "  I 
trust  that  what  is  possible  at  one  place  may  not  be  found 
unworkable  at  others,  and  that  my  bringing  mutual  agreement 
to  the  fore  may  be  beneficial  to  all  who  sell  my  pills  without 
estranging  the  few  millions  who  buy  and  take  them." 

The  trade  would,  I  feel  sure,  be  glad  to  know  what  benefit 
Mr.  Beecham  confers  upon  the  retailers  whom  he  has  not 
consulted  at  Southampton,  when  he  "brought  his  mutual 
agreement  to  the  fore,"  and  thus  arranged  for  them  that 
they  should  not  sell  what  costs  them  45*\  and  carriage,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  cost  of  handling,  below  45s.  No  one  can 
help  appreciating  Mr.  Beecham's  concern  lest  he  should  take 
any  step  calculated  to  offend  the  consumers  of  his  pills,  but 
he  has  a  poorer  opinion  of  the  British  public  than  the 
majority  of  people  have  if  he  thinks  that  he  will  offend 
them  by  ensuring  fair  and  adequate,  though  not  exorbitant, 
payment  to  those  who  distribute  his  articles,  and  thus  serve 
him  as  well  as  the  public.  Mr.  Beecham  surely  does  not  think 
that  the  public  would  refrain  from  taking  Lis  pills  because 
those  who  sold  them  obtained  a  reasonable  remuneration  for 
so  doing.  It  is  this  reasonable  remuneration  alone  which  the 
members  of  the  P.A.T.A.  ask  Mr.  Beecham  to  afford  them.  I 
would  also  like  to  point  out  in  regard  to  Mr.  Beecham's  refer- 
ence as  to  my  suggesting  that  a  policy  of  retaliation  should  be 
adopted,  that  we  would  like  it  distinctly  understood  that,  whilst 
the  members  of  the  P.A.T.A.  are  anxious  to  secure  their  just 
dues  in  the  most  amicable  way  possible,  they  are  not  dis- 
posed to  allow  their  opponents  to  take  unfair  advantageof  what 
they  may  be  doing  without  also  making  use  of  their  fighting 
forces  in  self-defence.  From  its  very  character  the  P.A.T.A. 
must  necessarily  be  a  fighting  Association,  and  it  is  just 
as  well  that  the  whole  trade  should  have  no  miscon- 
ception on  this  point.  Yours  faithfully, 

W.  S.  Glyn-Jones. 

2  and  3  Stonecutter  Street,  E.C.,  October  20. 

P.S. — Two  cards  have  since  been  returned  through  the 
Dead  Letter  Office.—  W.  S.  G.-J. 

SiE, — Mr.  Beecham  says  a  good  old  firm  of  chemists  have 
asked  him  not  to  place  his  pills  on  P.A.T.A.  list-/  I  feel  sure 
from  my  knowledge  of  Dundee  chemists  that,  if  they  were 
canvassed,  two: thirds  at  least  would  return  a  different 
answer,  and  I  fancy  a  like  reply  might  be  expected  from 
Southampton.  If  Mr.  Beecham  means  stores  and  grocers, 
and  intends  to  make  his  arrangements  with  them,  why  does 
he  not  advertise  his  pills  to  be  obtained  only  of  stores  and 
grocers,  and  not  of  qualified  chemists  ? 

Yours  very  truly, 

Streatham,  S.W.,  October  19.  John  J.  Laws. 

Independence  or  Association. 

SiE, — Your  correspondent  from  Fraserburgh  talks  about 
fixing  his  own  price,  on  proprietary  atftieles,  3 1  maintain  he 
cannot  do  so.  Either  the  cutter  fixes  the  price  or  the 
P.A.T.A.  Let  Mr.  Beecham  put  his  goods  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list 
with  a  fair  profit,  and  he  will  be.  more  than  pleased  with  the 
results.  Yours  faithfully, 

Birmingham.  Suavitsb.-  (243/9.) 

SiE, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  J.  W.  Robertson,  is  a 
typical  sample  of  our  craft.  He  reserves  to  himself  the 
right  of  being  one  by  himself ;  consequently  he  is  unable  to 
do  much  alone  for  the  principle  he  believes  in — i.e.,  a  living 
or  fair  profit  on' goods  sold.  Is  not  this,.  Sir,  just  where  we 
lose  all  our  influence  as  a  body  ?  If  the  unity  of  chemists 
were  but  secured,  even  as  far  as  is  effected  in  many  other 
professions  and  trades,  what  could  not  be  done  for  our 
mutual  benefit?  It  is  this  baneful  independence,  which 
accounts  for  the,  present  troubles  of  our  calling. 

What  is  the  object  of  the  P.A.T.A.  1  Is  it  not  to  secure 
some — little  it  may  be — profit  for  us  ?  Yet,  because  it  would 
be  an  association  of  many,  it  has  met  up  to  the  .present 
with  the  adherence  of  but  a  small  number  of  chemists.  As 
to  being  opposed  to  the  principles  of  free  trade,  this  style 
of  argument  is  bosh  and  nonsense !       Yours  faithfully, 

High  Street,  Lowestoft,  A.  H.  Hindb. 

P  S. — As  a  practical  idea  the  Sanitas  Company's  advertise- 
ment last  week  was  excellent. 
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SiE, — It  has  struck  me  very  forcibly  that  amongst  those 
who  write  and  talk  against  the  P.A.T.A.  none  suggest  a 
better  scheme  or,  in  fact,  any  scheme  to  replace  it ;  they  all 
"  leave  it  to  others  to  suggest  something  better."  I  am  only 
an  ordinary  provincial  chemist,  but  it  seems  to  my  dull  and 
unenlightened  mind  that  "  half  a  loaf  is  better  than  none  " — ■ 
that  the  P.A.T.A.  is  the  best  scheme  in  existence — that  it  is  a 
big  step  in  the  right  direction.  I  quite  fail  to  understand  any 
retail  chemist  objecting  to  a  scheme  which,  for  example, 
brings  him  Is.  for  Dr.  Scott's  pills  instead  of  9%d.  Mr. 
J.  A.  Robertson  seems  to  object  because  "  he  reserves  a 
perfect  freedom  of  action  as  to  what  price  he  shall  charge 
for  goods  he  has  bought  and  paid  for,"  and  has  "  a  strong 
feeling  of  resentment  to  anyone  dictating  conditions  as  to 
selling."  As  to  the  first,  if  Mr.  Robertson  is  in  a  position  to 
charge  what  price  he  likes  for  patents,  all  I  have  to  say  is 
that  he  is  a  very  lucky  man,  and  that,  although  belonging  to 
the  majority  in  not  being  a  member  of  the  P.A.T.A.,  he  is 
one  of  a  very  small  minority  in  this  respect.  With  regard 
to  the  "  conditions  as  to  selling,"  I  consider  that  a  maker  has 
a  perfect  right  to  fix  his  own  price  for  an  article ;  and,  in- 
stead of  there  being  a  feeling  of  resentment,  I  am  quite  sure 
that  Mr.  Beecham  would  find  the  great  majority  of  chemists 
highly  pleased  if  he  were  to  fix  the  selling-price  of  his 
pills  at  a  fair  profit. 

I  maintain  that  Mr.  Robertson  is  entirely  wrong  when  he 
says  that  the  P.A.T.A.  scheme  "  does  not  please  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  trade."  The  only  reason  that  more  do  not 
join  the  Association,  and  thus  put  Mr.  Robertson  and  his  co- 
thinkers  in  the  minority,  is  to  be  found  in  the  miserable 
apathy  of  chemists  of  to-day  about  matters  affecting  their 
own  interests.  I  know  men  in  my  own  town  who  are  in 
sympathy  with  the  P.A.T.A.,  and  yet  have  not  joined  ;  they 
don't  trouble  themselves — they  are  waiting  for  others  to  do 
the  work  and  get  the  prices  up,  although  they  are  glad 
enough  to  draw  the  Is.  instead  of  the  9d.  or  9%d. 

Yours  truly, 

Chestergate,  Stockport.  Ernest  Wilson. 

"  Mont  Blanc  "  Lavender. 

Messrs.  Martin  Perls  Sf  Co.  write,  with  reference  to  the 
report  under  Essential  Oils  on  page  636  of  our  issue  of 
October  16,  giving  a  quotation  of  6.5.  3d.  per  lb.  for  "  pure 
Mont  Blanc,"  that  no  lavender  has  ever  come  from  the 
"Mont  Blanc"  mountain,  but  that  the  word  is  simply  a 
fancy  name  which  by  no  means  represents  the  standard  of 
pure  lavender.  We  gave  the  words  describing  the  oil  in 
quotation  marks  just  because  of  this  reason. 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


A  Refractory  Paint. 

Sir, — Can  you  inform  me  how  the  following  prescription 
should  be  sent  out  1 — 

Cocaines  ...       ...       ...    gr.  xsf. 

Menthol  5j. 

Ext.  belladon.         ...       ...       ...  3iij- 

jEtheris         ...       ...       ...       ...  Jij. 

Sig. :  The  paint  as  directed. 

I  have  failed,  after  numerous  attempts,  to  solve  the  recipe 
satisfactorily.  Yours  truly, 

Enigma.  (238/2.) 
[Triturate  the  ext.  belladonnas  with  small  quantities  of 
ether  till  §ij.  are  collected,  and  in  this  dissolve  the  cocaine 
and  menthol.    The  extract  is  not  miscible  with,  but  yields 
much  of  its  alkaloids  to  ether.] 

Ichthyol- varnish. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  tell  me  how  to  dispense  the  follow- 
ing?- 

Parts 

Ichthyol   25 

Carbolic  acid   ...  2i 

Starch  50" 

Water ...    ...       ...  22£ 

The  doctor  says  it  should  be  in  the  form  of  a  paint,  so  as  to 
be  applied  with  a  brush.    Is  there  some  mistake  in  the 


quantity  of  starch  ordered,  or  do  yon  think  it  is  starcfc 
mucilage  that  is  intended  > 

Yours,  &c, 

Ichthyol.  (243/19.) 

[The  formula  is  one  of  Unna's  ichthyol- varnishes ;  muci- 
lage of  starch  is  intended  to  be  used,  not  starch-flour.] 

A  Changeable  Ointment. 

Sib, — An  ointment  made  from  prescription  copied  at  foot 
turns  after  some  days  a  distinct  green — about  tire  colour  off 
ferri  sulph.    What  is  the  reaction,  please  .' 

Resorcin.      ...       ...       ...       ...  gr.  xx. 

Sulph.  prsecip.         ...       ...       ...  gr.  xsJ 

P.  amyli       ...    5ij. 

Sod.  bibor     gr.  xxx, 

Vaselini  ad    ...    5j- 

Some  ointment  dispensed  ten  days  ago  has  not  changed 
colour.  Resorcin  is  liable  to  colour  changes' ;  but  in  this 
case  there  does  not  seem  anything  to  cause  an  alteration  ia 
appearance.  Your  obliged 

Resorcin.  (232/30.) 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding  mist  legal 
matters  in  connection  with  pharmacy  will  be  found  in  The  (hmsiiSTR' 
an'D  Druggists'  Diary,  and  in  "Pharmacy  and  Poison  Lriwt  of  the 
United  Kingdom"  and  Alpe's  "  Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty" 


238/10.  Curious — The  verbal  agreement  made  with  the 
mother  of  the  youth  as  to  the  apprenticeship  is  not  en- 
forceable. 

239/50.    Cornwall. — You  can,  without  any  risk,  announce 
"teeth  extracted."    We  should  not  advise  you  to  use  the  - 
description  "dental  chemist,"  though  we  believe  it  would  be 
legal.    We  should  think  you  could  get  a  qualified  dentist  to 
assist  in  your  dental  practice  if  it  is  good  enough. 

240/65.  Dispenser. — An  unregistered  person  would  not, 
we  think,  be  justified  in  calling  his  shop  a  pharmacy. 

240/64.  Wandsworth. — You  must  not  keep  more  than 
3  gals,  of  benzine,  and  you  must  keep  it  all  in  securely 
stopped  bottles  of  1  pint  or  less  capacity,  labelled  "  Highly 
inflammable."  It  is  probable  that  you  might  sell  from  one 
of  those  bottles,  but  that  case  has  never  been  tested,  and  we 
do  not  see  why  you  should  want  to. 

241/18.  Emmenagogues. — We  comment  on  the  circular 
elsewhere.  A  chemist  selling  a  preparation  advertised  as 
this  one  is  may  easily  be  dragged  into  a  criminal  prose- 
cution. 

244/10.  E.  H.  R. — If  you  sell  as  "camphorated  oil"  a 
preparation  which  differs  from  camphor  liniment,  B.P., 
you  should  make  it  quite  clear  to  the  purchaser  that  the 
article  is  different,  and  must  be  prepared  in  the  event  of  pro- 
secution to  prove  to  the  Court  that  liniment  of  camphor  is 
not  what  the  public  mean  when  they  ask  for  "  camphorated 
oil."  The  latter  was  the  P.L.  title  for  the  preparation  at 
present  official.  As  you  may  see  from  a  case  reported 
last  week,  the  Magistrates  may  not  think  the  mere  labelling 
the  article  "  camphorated  oil  "  is  sufficient  if  camphor  tioi- 
ment  is  asked  for.  Is  it  worth  the  trouble  to  keep  the  two 
preparations  ?  You  are  certainly  safe  in  selling  the  B.P. 
preparation. 

19/10.  Irishman  in  London. — Your  Irish  pharmaceutical 
licence  is  of  no  legal  value  in  Great  Britain.  You  may  b«j 
left  in  charge  of  a  pharmacy,  but  you  must  not  sell  poisons. 

244/58.  E.  B. — The  employer  must  pay  the  salary  he 
engaged  to  pay  during  the  illness  of  his  assistant,  though  he 
can,  of  course,  bring  the  engagement  to  an  end  whenever  he 
likes  by  the  usual  process. 

246/13.  Sinopas. — The  agreement  to  let  a  house  "on  the 
following  terms,  viz. : — Rent,  201.  per  annum,  to  be  paid 
quarterly,  a  quarter's  notice  on  either  side  to  determine  the 
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tenancy  "  would  not  entitle  either  landlord  or  tenant  to  give 
notice  to  determine  at  any  other  time  of  the  year  than  that 
at  which  the  tenancy  began.  If  it  is  wished  to  so  provide, 
the  agreement  should  expressly  provide  for  three  months' 
notice,  "  to  expire  at  any  quarter-day." 

246/39.  Antipyrin. — We  do  not  see  how  any  firm  can 
acquire  a  monopoly  in  the  title  of  "  lung-balsam  " ;  but  read 
reply  to  "  Cinnamon,"  C.  %  D.,  page  604,  October  9,  1897. 
Umless  the  title  is  registered  as  an  "  old  trade-mark,"  or 
unless  it  can  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  Court  that 
the  public  are  likely  to  buy  your  article  under  the  mis- 
taken impression  that  they  are  getting  the  other,  no  injunc- 
tion could  be  obtained  against  you. 

246/45.  M.  H.  $  Son.—  You  will  find  a  High  Court  de- 
cision on  the  subject  of  beeswax  reported  in  The  Chemist 
and  DbuggiST  of  November  7,  1896.  On  that  occasion  it 
was  held  that  beeswax  was  not  a  drug ;  but  the  Court  dis- 
tinctly intimated  that  their  judgment  might  have  been 
different  if  the  vendor  had  been  a  chemist  instead  of  a 
grocer,  as  he  was  in  that  case. 

246/68.  North  Cliff.— There  is  no  law  of  this  country  to 
prevent  your  use  of  the  Russian  or  other  foreign  royal  arms 
on  your  circulars  or  labels.  But  it  is  quite  possible  that  in 
some  foreign  countries  articles  bearing  those  arms  would  be 
stopped. 

26/40.  Cottar. — If  X  &  Co.  sell  you  compressed  tablets 
in  bulk  we  cannot  see  any  reason  why  you  should  not  sell 
them  in  small  quantities,  labelled  as  tablets  made  by 
X  &  Co.  But  we  think  they  could  prevent  you  from  so  using 
their  registered  trade-mark  {e.g.,  the  word  "  tabloids  "),  and, 
besides,  you  must  be  careful  not  to  make  the  goods  liable  to 
medicine-stamp  duty,  as  you  would  do  if  you  called  them 
X's  tablets. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


We  reply  to  our  subscribers  and  their  employe's  only  ;  queries  must, 
■(here/ore,  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  subscriber.  When 
more  than  one  query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece 
Querists  of  paper.    When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query  full  par- 

ticulars regarding  the  origin  and  use  of  the  sample  must 
'be  given,  and  the  name  of  the  querist  should  be  placed  on  the  sample. 
■  Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post. 


238/19.  South  Wales. — In  the  adult  cough  mixture  we 
should  be  inclined  to  double  the  ac.  hydrobrom.  dil.,  and  in 
place  of  the  conf.  rosae  use  syr.  rosae  or  syr.  rhcaados.  The 
children's  cough-mixture  we  would  advise  making  up  to 
measure  with  syrup  or  dissolving  some  honey  in  it  so  as  to 
.make  it  thicker. 

239/49.    C.  R.  M. — Carbolic  Jelly  for  Toothache  :— 

Pure  carbolic  acid   gj. 

Melt,  and  by  a  brisk  shake  mix  with — 

Collodion,  B.P  §j. 

Directions. — A  small  piece  to  be  placed  in  the  hollow  of  the 
tooth  and  covered  with  a  piece  of  cotton  wool. 

239/52.  W.  H.  C— There  is  no  book  on  the  subject  of 
artificial  fruit- essences  that  we  know  of.  The  subject  will 
be  amply  dealt  with  in  a  book  we  are  publishing  shortiy. 

238/36.     T.  T. — Cold-cream  made  with  vaseline  : — 

White  vaseline    lb.  j. 

White  wax    ...  ...       ...  ... 

Spermaceti    ...  ...       ...       ...  gss. 

Powdered  borax    gr.  lxxx. 

,  Bose-water    ...  ...       ...       ...  §ix. 

Otto  of  rose  «.   vr\xv. 

Melt  the  first  three  ingredients  together,  and  add  slowly,  with 
constant  stirring,  the  warm  rose-water  in  which  the  borax  has 
b  een  previously  dissolved;  lastly  stir  in  the  otto. 

238/43.  Pyrites. — Brazing-solution  is  solution  of  borax 
or  boric  acid.    Your  customer  is  humbugging  you  if  he 


states  that  the  chief  ingredient  is  found  "  on  the  ground  in 
the  middle  of  a  wood  somewhere  in  Sussex." 

Many  replies  are  held  over  this  week  through,  lack  of 
space. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  from  any  who  can 
furnish  the  information. 


280/90.    Makers  of  "  Doughty 's  disinfectant." 

239/47.    What  is  Hall's  treatment  for  haemorrhoids  1 

241/52.  Address  of  the  "  Eclipse  Library,"  publishers  of 
cheap  non-copyright  novels. 

246  46.  Makers  or  importers  of  charcoal  pencils  which 
are  heated  and  used  for  cutting  glass. 


(Tomino  J£vent0. 


Note. — We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings 
in  this  section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by 
the  Wednesday  of  the  weelc  before  the  meetings  are  to  be 
held.  Secretaries  should  also  f  urnish  its  with  copies  of  the 
printed  programmes  arranged  for  the  session. 


Monday,  October  25. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  at  8  p.m.  Opening  of  the  Society's  Schools  and 
presentation  of  the  Society's  silver  medal.  An  address  will 
be  delivered  by  Sir  Charles  Cameron,  MD.  The  Presidents 
of  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  will  be 
present. 

Tuesday,  October  26. 

Boyal  Photographic  Society,  5a  Pall  Mall  East,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 
"Photo-micrography  from  2  to  2,000  Diameters."  By  Mr. 
Edmund  J.  Spitta,  L.B.C.P.,  M.B.C.S. 

"Wednesday,  October  27. 

Brighton  Junior  Pharmacy  Association,  Newburg  Hall,  at 
9  p.m.    Social  evening.    Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson,  Chairman. 

Neiocastle  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  Hotel  Metropole, 
West  Clayton  Street,  at  8  p.m.  Smolcing-concert. 

Nottingham  and  Notts  Chemists'  Association,  Albert  Hotel, 
Derby  Road,  Nottingham,  at  9  p.m.  Inaugural  address  by 
Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newshohne,  Vice-President  Pharmaceutical 
Society. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (Nottingham  Section),  University 
College,  Nottingham.  Committee  meeting  at  6.30  P.M. 
Paper  on  "  Nitrate  of  Soda  in  Iron  Metallurgy,"  by  Mr.  F.  J. 
B.  Carulla,  at  7  p.m. 

Thursday,  October  28. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  at 
9  p.m.    Short  papers  by  members. 

Friday,  October  29. 

Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association,  67  Lower  Mount 
Street,  Dublin,  at  8.30  P.M.  Opening  meeting,  with  Presi- 
dent's address. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association. 
Opening  meeting  of  twentieth  session,  at  36  York  Place,  at 
9.15  p.m.  Inaugural  address  by  Mr.  George  Sinclair  (President), 
and  presentation  of  botanical  prize  by  Mr.  John  Bowman. 

Thursday,  November  4. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Papers  to  be 
read  : — "  The  Properties  of  Liquid  Fluorine,"  Professors 
H.  Moissan  and  Dewar  ;  "  The  Liquefaction  of  Air  and  the 
Detection  of  Impurities,"  Professor  J.  Dewar;  "The 
Absorption  of  Hydrogen  by  Palladium  at  High  Temperatures 
and  Pressures,"  Professor  Dewar. 

Friday,  November  26. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Creat  Britain  (North  British 
Branch),  Edinburgh.  Inaugural  address  by  Professor  James 
Walker,  D.Sc,  Ph.D.  University  College,  Dundee.  At 
8.30  p.m.  [The  rest  of  the  evening  meetings  will  be  held  on 
Wednesdays  instead  of  Fridays.  This  is  a  reversion  to  the 
ancient  custom.] 


